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MISSION STATEMENT:  The Otselic Valley Central School community will 
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve 

their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.
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Superintendent’s Message
It is hard to believe we are 

quick ly approaching spring.  
Our High School students have 
just around 15 weeks before they 
take their Regents exams fol-
lowed by graduation for the Class  
of 2012. As we continue to push 

our Vikings to constantly learn and grow, it is a 
good time to reflect on our progress so far.

As Mr. Henner mentioned in our previous news-
letter, we now have benchmark assessments at every 
grade level. Benchmarking allows us to measure 
an individual student’s progress during the school 
year on a norm referenced scale. We get a better 
holistic measurement of their progress which in 
turn allows our teachers to target instruction and to 
provide interventions to fill learning gaps. Over the 
next few months and summer, we will be working 
to adjust the benchmarks and provide training to 
better serve all our Vikings. 

Last year, with voter approval, we purchased 
a Chevy Traverse. The vehicle is now on the road 
after a long manufacturing delay. As intended, it 
is being used to transport a small quantity of stu-
dents instead of a bus. This saves us mileage and 
also allows us to reduce our overall bus fleet. A 
free service through the DCMO BOCES business 
office will allow us to put our two oldest buses and 
a truck from the Elementary School on eBay. If the 
trend in other districts holds true for OV, we expect 
to receive more money from the sale than we would 
have by simply trading in the vehicles. To explore 
further efficiencies, we have joined other districts in 
our BOCES as part of a transportation study. As we 
prepare for the move to one campus by September 
2013, the information from the study will help us 
decrease costs while improving our overall service.

I have received numerous questions regarding the 
building project. We have been meeting with our archi-
tects, construction management and financial advisor to 
finalize designs and cost estimates all within the approved 
budget. Our architects have met with our staff to assist 
in the design process for individual rooms. We hope to 
finalize those designs and have them sent to the State 
Education Department for approval by the end of March.  
If approved within the estimated month timespan, we could 
start construction once students leave for the summer.  
This would put us five months ahead of the previous 
anticipated schedule. There is still a lot of work to do before 
construction can begin, but the process is moving quickly.

We are in the middle of the budget development process. 
We did receive an increase in State Aid for the upcoming 
year. Governor Cuomo has stated that there was a 4% 
increase in State Aid to schools. His numbers are not fully 
accurate. When expense based aids are subtracted along 
with $250 million in competitive grants, the actual aid 
increase for the State is 1.4% or $290 million for the entire 
State. As for the competitive grants, OV and many other 
small upstate districts will not qualify. Various groups 
around the State, including all schools in our BOCES, 
are asking our legislators to put the $250 million into the 
revised aide formula. Please continue to help us get out 
the message of equitable school funding. 

continued on the next page

Let’s Celebrate Breakfast!
National School Breakfast Week

During March, schools throughout the country will 
celebrate National School Breakfast Week with visits 
from national, state and local leaders; food demonstra-
tions; games and other activities. It is a great time for 
your child to try school breakfast!
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Finally, you may have noticed changes to our web-
site. Starting at the end of January, the designers at BT 
BOCES began a rollout of the new design. We hope the 
updated site will help increase communication with 
the community as we continue to try and improve 
what we do on a daily basis. I would be remiss if I did 
not thank Mitch Gary for all his time and dedication 
in creating and updating our website over the years. 
Even after Mitch retired and left the hallowed halls 
of OV, he continues to have a positive impact on our 
school. Thank you to Mitch and all those that continue 
to support our Vikings.

Sincerely,
Richard J. Hughes
Otselic Valley Superintendent

From Mr. Witmer’s
Hydroponics Garden!

Here you can see the four grow  
bins and our “nightlight”

Here you can see one of our sprouted tomato 
plants, growing up from the rockwool

Call to Service:
For years, we have all utilized the protection of 

the South Otselic Fire Department and Emergency 
Squad for many emergencies. The fire engines, tank-
ers, rescue trucks, brush truck and ambulance have 
responded to fires, motor vehicle accidents, natural 
disasters, and medical emergencies. The Town of 
Otselic and surrounding areas have relied on the gen-
erous donation of time and skills of our volunteer fire 
fighters and emergency medical technicians (EMTs). 
The Fire Department is now asking for your help.

Due to a decline in volunteers, our department is 
in dire need of recruits. We are at risk now of losing 
our volunteer ambulance service and having to rely on 
paid services coming out of neighboring towns, such 
as DeRuyter and Norwich. In extreme emergencies, 
the extra travel time to arrive at a residence in our fire 
district could make the difference between life and 
death. We need help in all areas in our department. 
If you have no experience, we can help train you to 
make you comfortable as a volunteer assisting your 
friends and neighbors in an emergency. We need 
fire fighters, truck drivers, pump operators, safety 
officers, auxiliary members and, most immediately, 
trained medical personnel to help run the ambulance. 

A loss of our volunteer services will affect all of us 
financially, as well. Our town may have to pay other 
companies for servicing our District. We might have 
to pay professional medical personnel to man our 
station in case of a medical emergency. People using 
the medical services from neighboring towns may 
see bills for these services. Currently, South Otselic 
is a volunteer ambulance services that relies on dona-
tions and tax money to keep in operation. None of the 
personnel are paid. Your fire taxes could possibly rise.

Most of the members of the fire department have 
family commitments, jobs and careers and hobbies. 
We understand other commitments. But, if you could 
find time to train and volunteer at the fire house in 
some capacity, it would be greatly appreciated by 
everyone in our fire districts.

Come help out your friends and neighbors. Call 
the South Otselic Fire Department at 315-653-4455 or 
speak to a current member to volunteer.

Georgetown Fire Department is in similar circum-
stances. If you live in the Georgetown Fire District and 
wish to volunteer, please call 315-837-4645.

Patsy Graham, 
South Otselic Emergency Squad Lieutenant
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A recent article in the USA Today suggests that 
parents are in fact too soft on kids, specifically 
when it comes to marijuana use. The article goes 
on to site the following statistics, “daily marijuana 
use among young adults is at its highest levels since 
1991. A national survey released last month shows 
that 17 million Americans—mostly teens or young 
adults—used pot in 2010. About 40% of those used 
it on 20 or more days in the past month, up from 
36.7% in 2009.” A key element of the article is the 
idea that some parents are uncomfortable telling 
kids not to smoke pot because they have used it 
themselves. Following this same theme, one of The 
Biggest Loser television show trainers has blamed 
soft parents for enabling the obesity crisis in chil-
dren. In line with this is the Centers for Disease 
Control reports that childhood obesity has more 
than tripled nationally in the past 30 years, rising 
from below seven percent to almost 20 percent for 
children age 6 to 11, and from five percent to more 
than 18 percent for teens.

So what are we to do about this? As a counselor 
in three different school districts, I can tell you that 
we are quite often faced with these challenges and 
work to develop solutions. For parents I would make 
the following suggestion: be a good role model on 
all fronts! Regardless of the various forces at play in 
their environment, children still tend to model their 
parents’ behavior. When helping your child make 
healthy choices, look first to your own behavior, 
and engage your children in making decisions that 
positively affect their own health. As you become 
more and more health conscious, for instance, it is 
recommended you consistently offer your children 
a variety of healthy foods, be patient when they 
won’t try them at first and consider varying the 
way a food is prepared. Remind kids that their taste 
will change over time and trying new foods can 
be rewarding. Involve your kids in menu planning 
and cooking whenever possible. Make sure they 
understand what a well-balanced meal looks like. 
Let them choose a vegetable or side dish to have 
with dinner. Schedule family activities together that 
are away from the screen. You can even implement a 
weekly TV-Free Night, and play board games or be 
active together. Take the dog for a walk as a family. 
Introduce your children to a sport or activity you 
love, like skiing, bowling, or hiking. 

Are Parents too Soft on Kids?
As for parents who struggle with a self-destructive 

habit of their own, whether it be poor diet, tobacco, 
alcohol, substance abuse, or gambling—remember, the 
message is the same: your kids are watching you, be a 
good role model! It is never too late to demonstrate to 
your children that poor habits, even addictions, can be 
changed, problems abated, and health restored by seek-
ing knowledge and assistance from self-help groups, 
professionals, friends or clergy. By getting help with 
your own life challenges, you are demonstrating a host 
of positive attributes to your children, including humil-
ity, fortitude, resourcefulness and grit. 

For further resources, please contact me at Chenango 
County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services, (607) 337-1680.

Cathy Lamphier,  
MS, CASAC, Prevention Counselor

Career and Technical 
Education News

Career and Technical Education (CTE) will be 
coming to Otselic Valley for academic students. To 
increase the quality and rigor of courses that prepare 
students for employment and postsecondary study, 
Betty Robinson and Sherry Grello participated in a 
two day workshop in Syracuse that was designed to 
help them start the process of CTE approval for the 
agriculture program. CTE combines both academic 
knowledge and technical skills/occupational experi-
ence. CTE approval will help the School District with 
the integration of the Common Core State Standards. 
Students that successfully complete the agriculture 
sequence and the national agricultural exam, will 
receive the CTE endorsement on their diploma. 
There is a lot of work ahead, but the CTE approval 
and diploma endorsement will be a reward for our 
hardworking students and teachers.

Agriculture Teacher Betty Robinson; New York  
State Education Department, Natural and 
Agricultural Sciences, State Advisor Chike 

Nnabugwu; and Science Teacher Sherry Grello
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FFA News

FFA Members helping DeRuyter FFA have  
a successful benefit breakfast; Nate Clemens, 
Amanda Korb, Peter Robinson, Jen Rhoades,  

Dyrick Clemens and Crystal Hayner

The Otselic Valley FFA had a former member, Karl 
Graham, return to teach us about proper livestock 
injections. Karl is currently a scholar in the vet tech 
program at SUNY Delhi. The class used split chicken 
breasts to practice intramuscular and subcutaneous 
injections. The week after, we followed that class with 
a class on dissecting cow eyes to see how they oper-
ate. It was cool when we took the lens from the eye 
and put it over a newspaper to see how it increased 
the font size. This demonstrated how the lens actually 
works in the eye.

Our FFA chapter received an invitation from 
DeRuyter FFA to help them put on a benefit pancake 
breakfast for a dairy farmer whose barn burned down 
after Christmas. We showed up bright and early at the 
DeRuyter American Legion on Saturday, January 21. 
Members bussed dirty dishes, set new place settings 
and refilled the coffee and plates with food as needed. 
The benefit was a huge success as we served over 540 
people. Our FFA chapters appreciate the support of 
the community. It felt good to work with another FFA 
chapter to benefit our community.

Practicing livestock injections in Ag. class

Learning how the eye operates in Ag 2 class

Recently, the agriscience classes have started pre-
paring for the highlight of the school year—maple 
syrup season! Buckets are washed and checked for 
leaks, all equipment is cleaned and ready for Mother 
Nature to decide to start the sap flow. Students are 
also preparing for FFA District #4 competitions that 
will be held at Unadilla Valley Central School on 
February 7. Students are preparing for Prepared Public 
Speaking, FFA Creed Speaking, Extemporaneous 
Public Speaking and Employment Interview compe-
titions.

Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Korb
FFA Reporter
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School Approved  
Prices for 2011-2012

High School

Student Breakfast Category
 Free ......................................... $0.00
 Reduced .................................. $0.25
 Paid ......................................... $1.25
 Adult ....................................... $2.00

Student Lunch Category
 Free ......................................... $0.00
 Reduced .................................. $0.25
 Paid ......................................... $1.85
 Adult ....................................... $3.80

Elementary School

Student Breakfast Category
 Free .........................................$0.00
 Reduced ..................................$0.25
 Paid ......................................... $1.15
 Adult .......................................$2.00

Student Lunch Category
 Free .........................................$0.00
 Reduced ..................................$0.25
 Paid ......................................... $1.75
 Adult .......................................$3.50

The Drama Club to Present the 
Musical Comedy

March 30-31, 7:30 
Otselic Valley High School MPR

Once Upon A Mattress is a musical comedy based on the fairy tale 
the Princess and the Pea. Due to a curse, King Sextimus (Brandon 
Thornton) is unable to speak. Meanwhile, Queen Aggravian 
(Crystal Hayner) has taken control of the kingdom. More impor-
tantly, in an attempt to keep their son, Prince Dauntless (Alan 
Lewis) single, she has decreed that only the princess that can 
pass her test may marry her son. Twelve princesses have tried 
and failed. (Princess #12, Lindsey Bard) Furthermore, no one 
in the kingdom may marry until Prince Dauntless does. Lady 
Larken (Elisabeth Riechard) and Sir Harry (Michael Larkin) 
are extremely disturbed by this fact as they are eager to marry. 
Sir Harry sets out on a perilous journey to the swamplands, and 
returns with a suitable princess, Winnifred the Woebegone (Kaity 
Davis). After swimming the moat the princess instantly catches 
the eye of Prince Dauntless, resulting in a plea from the prince and 
the court to give her a test. The Queen reluctantly agrees. Despite 
being serenaded by a nightingale (Aspen Allen) and drinking a 
sleeping potion, Princess Winnifred is unable to sleep, passing 
the Queen’s fair sensitivity test. When the Queen still tries to 
prevent Prince Dauntless from marrying, he tells her to shut up 
which breaks the curse by the mouse devouring the hawk. Now able 
to speak, King Sextimus regains his rightful position as leader of 
the kingdom. They all live Happily Ever After.

Included in the cast are Amanda Korb as minstrel/narrator, 
Ryan (Toast) Day as the Wizard, Grace Lowry as the Jester, Esther 
Lyon, Francesca Cortez and Ella Costa as Ladies Merrill, Rowena 
and Lucille, Peter Kalin as Sir Studley, Jonathan Lyon as Sir 
Luce, as well as a large ensemble of knights, wenches and ladies 
in waiting: Shelby Hillman, Gabrielle Lyon, Grace Riechard, 
Tim Riechard, McKenzie Mullenax, Jason Olin, Shelby Stone, 
Ashley Scanlon, Hayley Donnelly, Corbin Wiklins-Learned 
and Devin Stone. 

Once Upon A Mattress is presented through licensing agreement 
with Rogers and Hammerstein Theatricals, 229 West 28th Street, 
New York, NY, 10001.

Annual Pops Concert
March is national Music in Our Schools 

Month. To help celebrate arts education, the 
Junior and Senior High School Choruses 
will be presenting their annual MIOSM 
Pops Concert on Thursday, March 1,  
7:00 p.m. in the MPR.

The concert will feature a medley from 
Phantom of the Opera, Hallelujah from 
Shrek, California Dreamin’ and more.
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Reserve Your K-12  
Yearbook Today!

K-12 Color Yearbooks may be reserved from now 
until January 31, 2012 for $54 (this includes 8% sales 
tax). A non-refundable deposit of $20 is due for each 
book reserved. Books ordered after January 31 will 
cost $60. If you do not preorder we cannot guarantee 
you a book.

The balance must be paid in full by May 1 or your 
reservation will be canceled. All reservations will 
be conducted through the High School or online. To 
order books please complete the form below, detach, 
and mail to:

 Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
 Otselic Valley Central School
 P.O. Box 161
 South Otselic, New York 13155

The number of books available is limited so reserve your 
book today!

K-12 Yearbook Order Form
Please Print Clearly

Name of person receiving/picking up book
 ________________________________________________

Deliver to:  _____ Elementary ____High School

Teacher (Elem. only)
 ________________________________________

Seniors Only: Name Plate $8 (due with deposit)
Name: __________________________________
Sorry, no nicknames. 

Number of books ordered:_________________
Amount enclosed: $ ______________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook. 
Do not send cash through the mail.)

Address for Receipt:

 ________________________________________

 ________________________________________

 ________________________________________

NEW!
ORDER ONLINE AT

www.ovcs.org/yearbook

Yearbooks are 

in FULL COLOR!

HELP US HONOR
OUR O.V. MILITARY!

        IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW ATTENDED OTSELIC VALLEY  

        CENTRAL SCHOOL AND EITHER SERVED OR IS SERVING OUR  

       COUNTRY IN THE MILITARY, PLEASE BRING THEIR MILITARY    

        PICTURE TO TAMMY ALLEN IN THE MAIN OFFICE. INCLUDE NAME,    

     YEARS THEY ATTENDED O.V. AND THEIR BRANCH OF SERVICE. 

     OUR SCHOOL WILL BE HONORING OUR HEROES  

    AWITH  TRIBUTE ALONGSIDE OUR OTHER    

    AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS IN THE MAIN HALL. 

Class of 2014 Fundraiser
The Class of 2014 (Sophomore Class) will be 

selling cheesecakes and tubs of frozen cookie 
dough to raise funds for their senior trip from 
March 19-March 30. If you would like to order 
this product and are not contacted, please let 
us know. The class advisors are Mrs. Betty 
Robinson and Mrs. Patsy Graham. Thank you 
for your support. 

—Susan Graham and Elyse Petersen,  
Class of 2014 Reporters
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Boys’ Modified Baseball
April
 18 ...Wednesday ...McGraw ...........................A ....4:30
 20 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................H ....4:30
 24 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................H ....4:30
 26 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................A ....4:30
 30 ...Monday ........Brookfield .......................A ....4:30

May
 2 ...Wednesday ...Cincinnatus ....................H ....4:30
 8 ...Tuesday ........McGraw ...........................H ....4:30
 11 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................A ....4:30
 14 ...Monday ........Stockbridge .....................A ....4:30
 16 ...Wednesday ...DeRuyter .........................H ....4:30
 18 ...Friday ...........Brookfield .......................H ....4:30
 21 ...Monday ........Cincinnatus ....................A ....4:30

Girls’ Modified Softball
April
 18 ...Wednesday ...McGraw ...........................A ....4:30
 20 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................H ....4:30
 24 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................H ....4:30
 26 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................A ....4:30
 30 ...Monday ........Brookfield .......................A ....4:30

May
 2 ...Wednesday ...Cincinnatus ....................H ....4:30
 8 ...Tuesday ........McGraw ...........................H ....4:30
 11 ...Friday  ..........Madison ..........................A ....4:30
 14 ...Monday ........Stockbridge .....................A ....4:30
 16 ...Wednesday ...DeRuyter .........................H ....4:30
 18 ...Friday ...........Brookfield .......................H ....4:30
 21 ...Monday ........Cincinnatus ....................A ....4:30

Boys’ Varsity Baseball
April
 3 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................H ....4:30
 5 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................A ....4:30
 10 ...Tuesday ........Brookfield .......................A ....4:30
 12 ...Thursday ......Cincinnatus ....................H ....4:30
 18 ...Wednesday ...McGraw ...........................H ....4:30
 20 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................A ....4:30
 24 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................A ....4:30
 26 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................H ....4:30
 30 ...Monday ........Brookfield .......................H ....4:30

May
 2 ...Wednesday ...Cincinnatus ....................A ....4:30
 8 ...Tuesday ........McGraw ...........................A ....4:30
 11 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................H ....4:30

Girls’ Varsity Softball
March
 28 ...Wednesday ...Greene (scrimmage) .......A ....4:30
 30 ...Friday ...........Marathon (scrimmage) A.......4:30

April
 3 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................H ....4:30
 5 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................A ....4:30
 10 ...Tuesday ........Brookfield .......................A ....4:30
 12 ...Thursday ......Cincinnatus ....................H ....4:30
 18 ...Wednesday ...McGraw ...........................H ....4:30
 20 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................A ....4:30
 24 ...Tuesday ........Stockbridge .....................A ....4:30
 26 ...Thursday ......DeRuyter .........................H ....4:30
 30 ...Monday ........Brookfield .......................H ....4:30

May
 2 ...Wednesday ...Cincinnatus ....................A ....4:30
 8 ...Tuesday ........McGraw ...........................A ....4:30
 11 ...Friday ...........Madison ..........................H ....4:30

Go  
Vikings!
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Emergency School  
Closings Stations

Please Note: If our school begins with a one-hour delay, 
depending on weather conditions one of four things could 
happen:
•	 we	may	open;
•	 we	could	go	to	a	two-hour	delay,	then	open;
•	 we	could	go	to	a	two-hour	delay,	then	close;	or
•	 we	could	close.

So, please continue to watch and listen for updates.

WSYR-AM 570
WYYY-FM 94.5

WBBS-FM B104.7
WWHT-FM 107.9
WHEN-AM 620
WCHN-AM 97
WKXZ-FM 94

WBKT-FM 95.3

WZOZ-FM
WDOS-AM 730
WSRK-FM 103.9
WNTQ-FM 93Q

WNSS-AM
WNBF-AM 1290
WHWK-FM 98.1
WWYL-FM 104.1

WAAL-FM 99.1
WSTM-TV 3
WTVH-TV 5
WIXT-TV 9

WBNG-TV 12
YOUR NEWS 

NOW (10)

Calendar of Events
March
 1 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS

  OV Pops Concert, MPR 
 6 Budget Basics/Public Work Session, 

  JSHS
 12 Varsity Baseball and Softball Practice 

  Begins
 14 Shared Decision Making Meeting
 16 Half Day for Students— 

  Staff Development PM
 16 All-County Spring Festival, Sidney
 17 All-County Spring Festival, Sidney
 21 Board of Education Meeting,  

  Elementary School, 7:30 p.m.
 26 Modified Baseball/Softball Practice 

  Begins
 30 Spring Musical—Once Upon A Mattress
 31 Spring Musical—Once Upon A Mattress

CHENANGO HEALTH NETWORK 24 Conkey Ave, Norwich
Dedicated to improving access to health services. 

 PARENTS… 
DOES YOUR FAMILY NEED HEALTH INSURANCE ?

Find out if you qualify for:

Schedule an appointment so we can help you complete an application.  

Call 607-337-4128.


