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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Sharing Your Data

We had promised that we would
share the data from the budget vote
exit poll. Many will remember that
voters were invited to complete a
survey which asked some important
questions about the budget and the
voting process during the 20082009 school year. Nearly half of the
balloters completed the exit survey, so the results can be
viewed as a reasonable indicator of community opinion.
Please, read on.
The first dealt with the make up of our voters. Eighty
percent of those who completed the exit poll were from
Voting District 2, which is at the Junior-Senior High School.
Statistically speaking, the majority of voters were female.
Most were between 41 and 55 years of age and could be
considered long term residents, having lived in the District
for more than 21 years.
It is interesting to note that nearly half of the respondents do not have children currently enrolled in school.
This statistic is seen over and over again throughout
districts in upstate New York, and is often expressed in
declining enrollment figures.
The next series of questions focused on the 2009-2010
budget and the reasons people voted the way they did.
Of those who said that they voted yes on the budget
proposal, they most often identified that the District had
maintained programs as the most influential factor in
helping them make their yes decision. After that response,
voters mainly identified staffing and a fair spending
increase as the next most important reasons.
Of those who said that they voted no on the budget proposal, they most often noted that they are on a fixed income
and the tax increase was too high as the most influential
factor in helping them make their decision.
Most folks still rely on the printed word to find out

about the school budget. The brochures, the newsletters
and the newspapers that come directly to their door were
most often sited as the source for budget information.
Reliance on the internet to find the information was significant, but not as popular as the other media.
The last set of questions asked voters to reflect on some
of the decisions that the District has made during the past
year. They also asked for some opinions on areas to look at
during 2009-2010. Overwhelmingly, those who completed
the survey stated that the Board of Education had done well
in its attempts to communicate more effectively with the
public. Additionally, voters seemed to endorse the Board
of Education’s decision to hold polling in more than one
location—currently at both school buildings. That last item
received landslide support.
Voters were also very clear on identifying areas that the
district might look at more closely in the coming school
year. Both transportation and maintenance received the
most voter attention.
We have always viewed the exit survey information as
important. During the summer, we have (and continue to)
look at how we do business and how we provide service.
The staff and supervisory teams planned for what may
become significant choices for 2009-2010. We are sure that
you will hear more on these in future issues.
Finally, we have not forgotten our interest in our facilities. The Facilities Planning Committee met during July,
and a detailed major building condition survey for both
campuses is being planned. We always encourage and
welcome community members who wish to be a part
of the committee, to express a positive voice for education in Otselic Valley. Contact the District Office to join
the group.
There is always much to do and precious little time to
get it done. Trust that we are maximizing that time.
—Larry Thomas, Superintendent

2

Otselic Valley Central School

Get Back into the Routine

Human beings are happiest when they have a regular
routine. Children need a routine to get their homework
completed and to get enough sleep. Adults need one, both
at work and at home, to maintain their health and happiness as they manage their multiple responsibilities.
Sometimes a busy period at work, or even a vacation,
will disrupt our routine and leave us feeling a bit lost and
confused. If your routine has been interrupted after a
summer vacation, you will need to spend a little energy to
get it back in line. Otherwise, you may find that you feel
a little off balance and sometimes even a little grumpy.
Getting back to the routine of work can require changes
to your sleeping, eating and exercise habits. Scheduling
time for each of these areas in your life can help you get
back into the swing of things. Take the time to restore your
routine and you will feel a lot better about yourself and
certainly increase your productivity at work and at home.
Once you feel re-balanced, you can add a bit more variety
to your life and your routine.
We all know that children seem to be happier, more
relaxed and more attentive in class when they have a regular routine and get enough sleep, but we often forget that
adults need the same thing. Children need enough sleep
to learn in class while adults need a good night’s sleep just
to stay alert and on top of all our different responsibilities,
as well as maintain our mental and physical health.
Maintaining your routine will not just help you find new
energy, but will also help you feel happier and healthier.

Sexual Harassment of
Students Policy #7551

It is the policy of the Board that all students have a
right to work or study in an environment free of discrimination, which encompasses freedom from sexual
harassment—verbal or physical conduct of a sexual
nature, imposed on the basis of sex, by an employee or
student, which is unwelcome, hostile, or intimidating.
The Board strongly disapproves of sexual harassment
of its students in any form, and states that students
and all employees at all levels must avoid offensive or
inappropriate sexual or sexually harassing behavior
at school, on school grounds, school functions, and
on school transportation. All are held responsible for
ensuring that the school environment is free from
sexual harassment.

Prohibited
Specifically, the following are prohibited as well
as conduct which can be interpreted as harassing
which are sufficiently severe or pervasive to impair
the educational benefits offered by the District.
• Unwelcome sexual advances.
• Requests for sexual favors, whether or not accompanied by promises or threats with regard to the
student-teacher, student-staff, or student-student
relationship.
• Other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature
made to any student that may threaten or insinuate either explicitly or implicitly that any person’s
submission to or rejection of sexual advances will in
any way influence any decision regarding academic
performance or any other condition of academic or
career development.
• Any verbal or physical conduct that has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile
or offensive working or educational environment.
This behavior includes but is not limited to, sexually
degrading words to describe an individual, offensive
comments, off-color language or jokes, innuendoes,
and display of offensive materials.
Such conduct by a student may result in disciplinary
action up to and including permanent suspension.
Procedure
Students who have complaints of sexual harassment by anyone in the school environment are urged
to report such conduct to the Superintendent or a
person appointed by the Superintendent to handle
the complaint.
The District shall investigate all complaints as
quickly and as professionally as possible. Where
investigation confirms the complaint, appropriate,
timely corrective action will be taken.
The District shall maintain the information
provided within the investigation process as confidentially as possible, consistent with law and any
applicable collective negotiations agreement.
There will be no retaliation for students for reporting sexual harassment or assisting in the investigation
of a complaint. However, if after investigating a complaint the District learns that the complaint is not in
good faith or that an employee or student has provided
false information regarding a complaint, disciplinary action may be taken against the individual who
provided the false information.
The procedure to investigate any complaint shall
be consistent with the Equal Opportunity Policy
Section 0100.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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Notification of Rights under the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
To Parent(s)/Guardian(s)/Eligible Students:
This section is intended to advise you of your rights
with respect to the school records relating to your son/
your daughter/you pursuant to the Federal “Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.”
Parents of a student under 18, or a student 18 or
older, have a right to inspect and review any and all
official records, files, and data directly related to their
children or themselves, including all material that is
incorporated into each student’s cumulative record
folder, and intended for school use or to be available
to parties outside the school or school system, and
specifically including, but not necessarily limited
to, identifying data, academic work completed, level
of achievement (grades, standardized achievement
test scores), attendance data, scores on standardized
intelligence, aptitude, and psychological tests, interest inventory results, health data, family background
information, teacher or counselor ratings and observations, and verified reports of serious or recurrent
behavior patterns.
A parent of a student under 18 years of age or a
student 18 years of age or older shall make a request
for access to that student’s school records, in writing,
to the Superintendent of Schools, Guidance Counselor
or Principal. Upon receipt of such request, arrange-

ments shall be made to provide access to such records
within a reasonable period of time, but in any case,
not more than forty-five (45) days after the request
has been received.
Parents and students are also entitled to an opportunity for a hearing to challenge the content of such
records, to insure that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy or other
rights of students, and to provide an opportunity for
the correction or deletion of any such inaccurate misleading, or inappropriate data contained therein. Any
questions concerning the procedure to be followed in
requesting such a hearing should be directed to the
Superintendent.
Student records and any material contained therein
which is personally identifiable, are confidential and
may not be released or made available to persons other
than parents or students without the written consent
of such parents or student. There are a number of
exceptions to this rule, such as other school employees
and officials, and certain state and federal officials,
who have a legitimate educational need for access to
such records in the course of their employment.
Students with disabilities shall have the option of
deciding whether to disclose the existence of their
disability on their high school transcripts.

Board of Education Meetings 2009-2010
DATE
TIME
LOCATION
NOTES
July 8 (Wed.)...................7:30 p.m. ................. Jr-Sr High School.................. Reorganization Meeting
Aug. 12 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School
Sept. 16 (Wed.)...............7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School
Oct. 14 (Wed.).................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School
Nov. 18 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School
Dec. 16 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School
Jan. 13 (Wed.).................7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School
Feb. 17 (Wed.).................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School
Mar. 17 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School
Apr. 14 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School................ OVCS Budget Adoption
Apr. 28 (Tues.)................7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School.................. Vote on BOCES Administration Budget
May 11 (Tues.)................7:30 p.m..................Elementary School................ Annual OVCS Budget Hearing
May 18 (Tues.)................7:30 p.m..... Elementary School.....OVCS Budget Vote—Jr.-Sr. High School and Elementary
June 16 (Wed.)................7:30 p.m................... Jr-Sr High School
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Health Office Policies

These policies are intended to serve as a resource
for you throughout the year. You may find it helpful
to keep this packet for future reference.

Medication During School Hours
When your child’s licensed healthcare provider
feels that medication is necessary during the school
day, you are asked to follow certain procedures.
New York State law requires that the school nurse
must have on file a written order from a licensed
healthcare provider stating the name, dosage and
time the prescribed medication or over-the-counter
(OTC) medication is to be given. School Nurses cannot
administer medication to students without a written
order from a licensed healthcare provider. Therefore,
you are requested to:
• Complete the Authorization of Administration
of Medication form for each medication ordered.
See attached. This is to be signed by the parent
and the licensed healthcare provider.
• Obtain a new licensed healthcare provider’s order
for each new medication or any change in medication dosage, time of administration, etc.
• Send in a new medication order at the beginning
of each school year as needed.
• The parent must bring the medication to the school
in the original prescription bottle, or original packaging of an over the counter medicine. Medication
will not be accepted from a student. Students are
not allowed to carry medication of any kind on
their person, or to take medication without written
directive from a licensed healthcare provider or
parent. The only exception to this is a child with
asthma. Students with asthma may carry and use a
prescribed inhaler during the day with the written
permission from their licensed healthcare provider
and parent. Please contact the school nurse for the
Self Administration Authorization form.
Emergency Medications
In the event of a sudden and life-threatening reaction to an allergen (insect bites, food allergy, or severe
asthma attack), an epinephrine injection may be given
by the nurse. Ambulance and emergency personnel
will be contacted any time this medication is given.
Epinephrine is only given when the reaction becomes
life-threatening. New York State mandates school
districts to have such emergency polices to protect
students.

Illness during School Hours
If your child becomes ill at school, you or the person
designated on your emergency card will be notified.
No child will be sent home unless there is someone
to receive him or her. NOTE: Please notify the office
of any changes in telephone numbers and/or of the
name of the person to be notified.
Communicable Diseases/Extended Illness
All communicable diseases are to be reported to
the school nurse as soon as the parent knows the
diagnosis. For other illnesses or conditions, please
notify the nurse if your child will be out more than
two days.
Regarding Head Lice
This is a topic that can be very alarming to parents and faculty members. 8-12 million students
are affected by head lice each year in this country.
Here are some facts and tips for you.
• Head lice DO NOT hop, jump or fly.
• Head lice prefer clean hair.
• Head-to-head contact is the way to contact lice.
Live louse may crawl onto carpet or clothing and
can survive long enough to crawl onto hair that
comes in contact with it.
• An adult louse has a life span of 30 days and can
produce 150 eggs, known as nits.
• Nits hatch in 10 days and need a warm, humid
environment. They require human blood to survive. They cannot survive on plastic, smooth, or
hard surfaces.
• Adult lice are the size of a sesame seed. They are
brown and move very quickly through hair.
• Nits are white and stick very tightly to individual
hair strands.
TREATMENT WITH AN APPROVED HEAD LICE
PRODUCT AND MANUAL REMOVAL OF ALL NITS
IS THE ONLY WAY TO BREAK THE LICE CYCLE.
If your child does get head lice, try not to panic.
Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a recommended
treatment product. Follow instructions carefully.
Call the school nurse or your doctor if the instructions
seem confusing. Remember to retreat in 10 days as
indicated by the product instructions.
• Check all family members—including parents.
• Disinfect combs and brushes.
• Wash and dry bedding on high heat setting.
• Vacuum carpets, furniture, mattresses and
vehicles.
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• Stuffed animals can be put into a plastic garbage
bag and sealed for 14 days.
• There is no need to spray or bomb your house.
These products are toxic and are not proven to
help prevent lice.
• Children and pregnant women should not use
products containing Lindane (kwell). This product
is toxic.
If you need more help or would like to learn more
about lice you can call the National Pediculosis
Association 1-800-446-4672.
The school nurse will perform head checks
throughout the year. The management of head lice
can be effective if we all work together. Children who
are found to have head lice during routine checks
will NOT be identified in front of their classmates.
The child will be called down to the nurse in a discreet
manner. Parents will be contacted to pick up their
child. Your child will need to report to the school
nurse for re-check after you have successfully treated
and removed all nits. If there are no less than three
nits that can easily be removed during the re-check,
your child may remain in school. If there are more
than three nits, you will be asked to take your child
home for the continued removal of nits. Our NO NITS
practice puts you, the parent, in control of head lice
and decreases the risk of reoccurrence.
General Guidelines for Parents
If your child complains of or shows the following
symptoms at home, please follow these guidelines.
• RED EYES: Any child with an itchy eye that is
red, puffy and draining colored fluid will be sent
home and asked to see their healthcare provider.
• RASH: Any child with an unexplained rash or
eye inflammation should be kept at home until
the condition is diagnosed by a physician.
• FEVER: If a fever is present during an illness, a
child should be kept at home until the temperature is normal for at least 24 hours, and until all
symptoms are gone. Children with temperatures
of 100.5-degrees or higher will be sent home.
Children with temperatures below 100.5-degrees
will be assessed and may be sent home depending
on their complaints.
• COLD: A child with acute early symptoms of
a cold should stay at home to prevent serious
developments and to protect classmates from
exposure to infection. If this practice is followed,
fewer absences due to respiratory illness will
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occur. Some symptoms are a runny nose, persistent cough, swollen glands, sore throat and
headache.
• STOMACH PROBLEMS: An upset stomach, diarrhea and stomach pains are also reasons your child
should stay home.
• HEADACHES: Many times headaches are from
not eating or drinking properly. Please encourage your child to eat breakfast either at home or
make arrangements for your child to eat breakfast
at school.
• VOMITING: Any child that has an episode of
vomiting will be sent home from school. Please do
not send your child to school if they have vomited
in the last 24 hours.
Excuses
Please send in excuses for absences as soon as possible. The following are acceptable excuses for absences as
outlined by the State Education Department: sickness,
sickness or death in the family, impassable roads,
religious observance or required court appearance.
Physical Examinations and Health Screening
New York State Education law requires that all
new students and students in kindergarten, grades
2, 4, 7 and 10 have physical examinations. Ideally, the
child’s primary health care provider should perform
the physical examination. Students in grades K-12
are checked for height, weight, hearing and vision
as per New York State recommendations. Scoliosis
screenings are performed on children in grades 5 -9.
All students are checked for visual color perception,
near visual acuity and hyperopia at one point during
their elementary years.
Finally . . .
If you have any other questions or concerns, please
call the Elementary School Nurse at 837-4407, or call
the High School Nurse at 653-7218.
—Stacie Morse, RN,Elementary School Nurse
—Rebecca Ashton, RN,High School Nurse
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Automatic School Lunch Program

Our school lunch program is automated! The school
lunch accounts are now managed through Microcheck™
a computerized pay system where all children have
a 2-4 digit Personal Identification Number (PIN) that
works like a debit card deducting the cost of breakfast
and lunch each day.
Now, through a combination of programs used
by OV, parents can check their child’s lunch account
balances online as well.
How It’s Done
1.
Go to the OV Web site at www.ovcs.org
2.
Click on Cafeteria and scroll over to OVCS
Web Store
3.
Click on Food Services
4.
Click on Account Balance Lookup
5.
Enter student last name and PIN number
6.
Click on Check Balance icon
Parents also have the ability to add to their child’s
lunch account with a credit card on the secure
server.
How It’s Done
1.
Go to the OV Web site at www.ovcs.org
2.
Click on Cafeteria and scroll over to OVCS
Web Store
3.
Click on Food Services
4.
Click on any of the Food Service dollar
amounts
5.
Enter student last name and PIN number
6.
Click on Buy Now icon
Frequently Asked Questions
Q.) How do I know my student’s ID number?
A.) Ask your student, they use it daily in the cafeteria. If your student does not know, you may use
either of the options below to obtain the number:
• Student ID numbers may be printed on report
cards
• Call Gail at 315-653-7218 and request your
student’s ID number
• Send an email request for you student’s number
to webstore@ovcs.org
Q.) How does my student access the money I
place in his/her account?
A.) When a student makes a purchase at the cash
register during breakfast or lunch service in the cafeteria, the amount of the purchase is deducted from the
student’s food service account. We do not deduct any
money for meals from accounts of students qualified

for free meals. Those students can use their accounts
for snacks and drinks. Students may not withdraw
money deposited on student accounts.
Parents may place restrictions on account, such as
“For meal purchase only,” or “One snack per day,” by
contacting the Food Service Office by phone at (315)
653-7218 or online at webstore@ovcs.org
Q.) Can I still send cash to school with my
child?
A.) Yes. As in the past, parents may add funds to
their child’s account by sending check, cash or money
order with their child for payment directly to “OVCS
Cafeteria” or by sending a check or money order by
mail to the Food Service Office, 125 County Road 13A,
PO Box 161, South Otselic, NY 13155.
Q.) Are free/reduced students labeled differently
in the system? I don’t want my child to be singled
out.
A.) The automation system allows all students
with free and reduced accounts to be identified
anonymously. As a reminder, forms are available
for assistance in the free/reduced lunch program.
Please contact the Cafeteria Manager Barbie Hillman
for a form.
We encourage all students to participate in our meal
program. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact Barbie Hillman at 653-7218.

2009-2010 Breakfast and
Lunch Price Change

New breakfast and lunch prices for the
2009-2010 school year:
Elementary School—Breakfast $1.15 Lunch $1.65.
High School—Breakfast $1.25 Lunch $1.75.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY

Cleaning with Your Child

Like magnets to metal, preteens attract clutter.
Periodically you need to encourage your children to part with some of their treasured notes,
pictures and broken toys. How do you motivate
your preteens to clean their rooms? Try the Pick
Up—Prioritize—Pitch—Put Away method to clean
with your child and have fun too!
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Equal Opportunity/AntiDiscrimination Policy #8130

Prioritize
With your child’s help, sort the items from the
bed into Pitch and Put-Away piles. To help your
child make decisions about saving or discarding items, ask some practical questions such as
“When do you plan to use this item again?”, or
“Do you really think you will be able to fix this
broken toy?” If your child has a sentimental
bent, suggest you separate the keepsake items
for storage in one special box.

The Board of Education, its officers and employees shall
not discriminate against any employee or applicant for
employment on the basis of race, color, national origin,
creed or religion, marital status, sex, age, or disability.
The Board believes it to be in the interest of both
students and the public to have a staff which is highly
qualified and effective in performing the duties assigned
to them, and which contains a health diversity of
personal backgrounds.
The Superintendent of Schools shall ensure that applicants for open positions in either the administrative,
instructional or support staff of the district, are actively
sought from members of any minority group which is under
represented in that staff.
Candidates for open positions, as well as for promotion
and transfer, will be evaluated on the basis of education,
experience and ability, to determine fitness to perform the
duties of the position.
At no time will any candidate employment, current
employee or former employee suffer any adverse action, or
be granted any benefit, for any reason other than personal
merit or conduct, or in violation of any law or regulation.
Any person noting or suspecting a violation of this policy
is encouraged to bring the matter to the attention of the
Superintendent or the Board of Education.

Pitch
Discard the Pitch items immediately in garbage bags. You may wish to bag reusable items
separately to donate to a charitable organization.
Agree with your child that anything placed in
the garbage bag stays in the bag.

We, the staff and students of Otselic Valley Elementary
wish to THANK the members of the PTO for their
hard work, dedication and support! You are truly in
our hearts!

Pick Up
Start by initiating a treasure hunt. Lay an old
sheet or blanket on your child’s bed and challenge him or her to take every item from every
horizontal surface—shelves, desktops, dresser
tops and floor—and put the collected items on
the bed. Ignoring the treasurers for a moment,
clean all the surfaces, saving the floor for your
last task.

Put Away
Now turn to the items remaining on the bed.
Help your child store these items appropriately.
You might make the task more enjoyable by purchasing some interesting organizers or colorful
storage boxes for your child’s use. With younger
children, you can make this step a game by putting away all the blue items first, then the red
items, continuing with various colors until all
put-away items have been processed.
Clea n i ng doesn’t have to be a c hore.
By employing the Pick Up—Prioritize—Pitch—
and Put Away method, you can help your
preteen enjoyably and effectively reduce the
bedroom clutter.

A Big THANK YOU to our PTO

Thank you for . . .
Picnic tables
Zoo Admission
MOST Admission
Leapster games
Theatre tickets
Concert Materials
Grade 5-6 Musical materials
T-shirts . . . T-shirts . . . T-shirts
Bus Trips
Lego Robot
Clarks’ Sport Center Trip
Tee Ball Equipment
Water Bottles for Field Days
To name a few!
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Otselic Valley FFA and Junior FFA
Holds Annual Awards Banquet

The Otselic Valley FFA Annual Awards Banquet
was held on Saturday, May 30, in the Multi-Purpose
Room of the High School. Adminstration, Board
of Education members and Agricultural Advisory
Board members were introduced. The Junior FFA did
a presentation of the symbols of the FFA emblem, the
FFA colors and the FFA Motto. Our guest speaker
was Mr. William Gorman, currently the physics
teacher. Previously, he was the 2000-2001 Tri-Valley
FFA Chapter President and is also a recipient of the
American FFA Degree.
Discovery Degree Awards were presented to
Allyzza Agren, Gregory DeRochie, Kimberlyn
Dibble, Brandon Fowler, Brandon Huntley, Shawn
Laflair, Andrew Loomis, Kayleena Manwarren,
Brandon Miller, Zackary Muller, Brenton Rasmussen,
Dalton Stone, Eva Stone and Howard Straight.
Greenhand Degrees were presented to Charles
Bishop III, Jacob Cross, Joshua Cross, Gregory
DuBois, Katherine Geiger, Hunter Grace, Michael
Larkin, Alan Lewis, Robert Kelly, Nathan MacLaury,
Adam Monroe, Cody Morgan, Bradley Moyer,
Austin Parker, Autumn Sergent, Jenna Swayze
and Jessica Tilley. Chapter Degrees were presented
to Lana Centner, Jacob DeRochie, Coleman Ellis,
Josh Fox, Karl Graham, Bethany Lewis, Angie
Marshall, Erich Petersen, Nathan Stark, Thomas
Williams. This year’s Empire Degree recipient
and Star District #4 Farmer, Elizabeth Brown, was
recognized. The first American Degree recipient
from the Georgetown, South Otselic, and Otselic
Valley FFA’s, Sarah Robinson, was also recognized.
She received this degree at the National FFA
Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana in October.
Cody Morgan received the Otselic Valley Star
Greenhand award. Karl Graham received the Otselic
Valley Star Chapter Farmer award. Vanessa Morgan
received the Chapter Scholarship award. Josh Fox
received the Chapter Leadership award. Chapter
Achievement Award winners were Elizabeth Brown
in Dairy Production, Jamin Selan in Ag Mechanics
and Maple Syrup Production, and Nick Stark in Ag
Mechanics.
State teams were recognized for their accomplishments at the State FFA Convention at Tri-Valley Central
School last month. The team of Brandon Huntley,

Shawn Laflair and Howard Straight received third
place in the Junior FFA Tool ID contest. Howard
placed 5th in the state, Shawn placed 6th. The other
tool ID team of Greg DeRochie, Brandon Fowler and
Dalton Stone, placed 9th in the state. The Agricultural
Mechanics Team of Charles Bishop III, Cody Morgan,
Nathan Stark and Nick Stark received a Silver Award
for placing 10th in the state. Tyler Davis was awarded
a $2000 Outstanding Student Scholar Award to attend
SUNY Cobleskill based on his FFA participation and
academic success.
Appreciation Awards were presented to Mrs. Debbie
Lewis and Ms. Kristine Clark for their outstanding
support and encouragement of our chapter.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jake DeRochie, FFA Reporter

Otselic Valley FFA Pole
Barn Receives a Facelift

On June 15, a dedicated crew of Robbie Graves,
Rick Benson, Jerry Huntley and John Born
descended on the FFA pole barn and began tearing it apart. Actually, they were just tearing off
the old and rotted soffit and fascia board so that
they could put up all new painted boards, replace
the side door, caulk the holes in the metal roof
and replace the missing flashing over the side
porch. Robbie Graves, a former Otselic Valley
FFA member and Empire Degree recipient in 1992,
approached the FFA to ask if his construction crew
could perform a day of community service for us
by working on the pole barn. The job was finished
in a timely manner and the pole barn has had its
dignity restored. The FFA pole barn was originally
funded and constructed by the FFA in 1967. The
pole barn looks great and our FFA chapter appreciates the hard work that this crew volunteered.
Thank you!
Respectfully Submitted,
Jake DeRochie, FFA Reporter

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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Front; Hayley Donnelly, Mariah Button, Ella Costa, Mckenzie Lidell, Francesca Cortez, Lacy
Wood, Delphine Marshall, Victoria Roalef, Lauren Kenyon. Back; Destiney Garey, Matt Collins,
Sabrina Bard, Jillian Waltz, Bethany Prince-Rood, MarieAnne Jones, Danielle Witt, Aspen Allen.
Missing; Shelby Stone, Whitney Hamlin, Elizabeth Theirl, Mersades Cruikshank.

Town of Otselic revives Youth Cheerleading!

The Town of South Otselic revived its cheerleading
program this past basketball season. As the founder
of the Youth Cheer Club, I brought in alumni cheerleaders Natalie Thorp and Sabrina Conway. The
season began with over twenty participants ranging
from grades three-six. When Sabrina and Natalie
were asked to coach, there was no question they
were ready and wanted to help. This is a volunteer
based program, and it was wonderful that these
two girls offered practice three times a week. With
Cheerleading becoming such a growing event we
need to maintain this program and keep it moving
forward. Performances have become unbelievable
with dance and gymnastics involved in the routines.
Natalie, Sabrina and I are strengthening the youth
cheerleaders by teaching them the basics now, so
they may progress to other things in the future at
OV. When asked about what was needed to improve
the program for next year we agreed that attendance
to practice and games is an issue. Much more could
have been accomplished if attendance was higher. We
hope the commitment to be successful can be made
not just for themselves, but as a part of a team. This
is such an important lesson that needs to be learned.
Thank you to all of the dedicated parents that brought
their cheerleaders to and fro! We thoroughly enjoyed
working with the youth teams. Thank you to Natalie
and Sabrina. I’ve never been more proud as to see two

of my girls come back, and give their time and effort
to the youth in our community.

—Sadie Allen, Cheer Coach
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Otselic Valley Vikings Fall Sports
Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Girls’ Varsity Soccer

September
Fri.
11....... Stockbridge....................... Away........... 4:30
Wed.
16....... Brookfield.......................... Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
18....... Cincinnatus........................ Away........... 4:30
Wed.
23....... Madison............................. Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
25....... DeRuyter........................... Home.......... 4:30
Mon.
28....... George Jr. Republic........... Away........... 4:00
Wed.
30....... McGraw............................ Home.......... 4:30
October
Fri.
2....... DeRuyter........................... Away........... 7:30
Mon.
5....... Tyburn Academy............... Away........... 4:30
Wed.
7....... Stockbridge....................... Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
9....... Brookfield.......................... Away........... 4:30
Wed.
14....... Cincinnatus........................ Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
16....... Madison............................. Away........... 4:30
Mon.
19....... Tyburn Academy............... Home.......... 4:30
Wed.
21....... George Jr. Republic........... Home.......... 4:00
Fri.
23....... McGraw............................ Away........... 4:30

September
Tues.
8....... DeRuyter........................... Home.......... 4:30
Tues.
15....... Cincinnatus........................ Away........... 4:30
Thurs. 17....... Brookfield.......................... Away........... 4:30
Tues.
22....... McGraw............................ Home.......... 4:30
Thurs. 24....... Stockbridge....................... Away........... 4:30
Tues.
29....... Madison............................. Home.......... 4:30
October
Fri.
2....... DeRuyter........................... Away........... 5:30
Tues.
6....... Tyburn Academy............... Away........... 4:30
Thurs.
8....... Cincinnatus........................ Home.......... 4:30
Tues.
13....... Brookfield.......................... Home.......... 4:30
Thurs. 15....... McGraw............................ Away........... 4:30
Mon.
19....... Tyburn Academy............... Home.......... 4:30
Tues.
20....... Stockbridge....................... Home.......... 4:30
Thurs. 22....... Madison............................. Away........... 4:30

Girls’ Modified Soccer
Boys’ Modified Soccer

September
Mon.
21....... DeRyter............................. Home.......... 4:30
Wed.
23....... Madison............................. Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
25....... Brookfield.......................... Home.......... 4:30
Wed.
30....... McGraw............................ Home.......... 4:30
October
Fri.
2....... DeRuyter........................... Away........... 4:00
Mon.
5....... Cincinnatus........................ Away........... 4:30
Wed.
7....... Stockbridge....................... Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
9....... Brookfield.......................... Away........... 4:30
Wed.
14....... Cincinnatus........................ Home.......... 4:30
Fri.
16....... Madison............................. Away........... 4:30
Mon.
19....... Stockbridge....................... Away........... 4:30
Fri.
23....... McGraw............................ Away........... 4:30

September
Mon.
21....... DeRuyter........................... Home.......... 4:30
Tues.
22....... McGraw............................ Home.......... 4:30
Thurs. 24....... Stockbridge....................... Away........... 4:30
Tues.
29....... Madison............................. Home.......... 4:30
October
Fri.
2....... DeRuyter........................... Away........... 4:00
Thurs.
8....... Cincinnatus........................ Home.......... 4:30
Tues.
13....... Brookfield.......................... Home.......... 4:30
Thus.
15....... McGraw............................ Away........... 4:30
Mon.
19....... Cincinnatus........................ Away........... 4:30
Tues.
20....... Stockbridge....................... Home.......... 4:30
Thurs. 22....... Madison............................. Away........... 4:30
Mon.
26....... Brookfield.......................... Away........... 4:30

!
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High School — Seventh Marking Period Honor Roll
Marston, Trevor
Mikula, Karalee
Muller, Zackary
Pitts, Ashley
Scanlon, Emily
Stone, Eva
Straight, Howard

High Honor—Grade 10
Day, Douglas
DeRochie, Jacob
DeVinne, Kimberly
Graham, Karl
Kelly, Bianca
Lewis, Bethany

★
★

Honor—Grade 7
Armstrong, Tyler
Brown, Benjamin
Brown, Hayley
Cortez, Karl
Davies, Madeline
DeLee, Kesshia
DeRochie, Nicholas
Garey, Tyler
Graham, Susan
Marshall, Dakota
Petersen, Elyse
Stone, Carly
Merit—Grade 7
Andrews, Mark
Day, Ryan
Haitian, LeAnne
Hughes, Brooke
Joyce, Crimson
Marshall, Darnell
Pittsley, Courtney
Plummer, Gaven

High Honor—Grade 8
Collins, Tiffany
Hamlin, Sydni
Harris, Rachael
Manwarren, Kayleena
Monroe, Amber
Mott, Aletha
Honor—Grade 8
Agren, Allyzza
Davis, Kaitlyne
Dibble, Kimberlyn
Elwood, Kenneth
Huntley, Brandon
Lyon, Esther

Merit—Grade 8
DeLee, Kayla
Graves, Kelsea
Joyce, Indigo
Olin, Nikole
Plummer, Marlea
Reynolds, Hope
Rhoades, Minnie
Stone, Dalton

High Honor—Grade 9
Bishop, Charles
Carsten, Logan
Graves, Angela
Larkin, Michael
Loomis, Jessica
Reichard, Elisabeth
Honor—Grade 9
Hillman, Shelby
Lyon, Gabrielle
Mesko, Desiree
Minor, Alexis
Morgan, Cody
Moyer, Bradley
Roalef, Elyse
Sergent, Autumn

Honor—Grade 10
Davis, Dustin
Petersen, Erich
Seager, Brittany
Stark, Nathan
Wood, Jenna

★

Merit—Grade 10
Beesmer, Stephen
Davis, Benjamin
Kelly, Robert
Marshall, Dalton
Ray, Andrea
Rowland, Zachary

High Honor—Grade 11
Monroe, Taylor
Reichard, Naomi

Honor—Grade 12
Brown, Elizabeth
DeRochie, Natalie
Eaton, Heather
Everett, Laura
Heintz, Lacey
Johnson, Ellen
Lyon, Rachael

Merit—Grade 12
Crandall, Dalton
Ellis, William
Kelly, Dennis
Kelly, Donald
Lapuszynski, Richard
Lewis, Kevin
Miller, Jeffrey
Morgan, Vanessa
Pierce, Tyler
Polec, Stephanie
Rasmussen, Troy
Rounds, Bethany
VandeBogart, Aaron

★

Honor—Grade 11
Carver, Teresa
Larkin, Daniel
Littler, Travis
Marston, Chase
Neal, Christopher
Rounds, Ethan
Sawyer, Michael
Schloth, Weylin
Thorp, Nathan

★

Merit—Grade 9
Bassett, Kyleigh
Brown, Marina
Cross, Jacob
Gieger, Katherine
Granger, Curtis
Hillman, Crystal
Lewis, Alan
Monroe, Adam
Quick, Kara
Stone, Corey
Thorp, Kayla

Reichard, Hannah
Swayze, Brittany

★

Merit—Grade 11
Hall, Zachary
ManWarren, Brian
Swayze, Robert

High Honor—Grade 12
Day, Samantha
Havener, Catherine
Porter, Rebecca

Great Job
Everyone!

High Honor—Grade 7
Elwood, Miranda
Harris, Lauren
Korb, Amanda
Marshall, Dustin
Morse, Elizabeth
Parshall, Briana
Pierson, Alexis
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High School — Eighth Marking Period Honor Roll
Reynolds, Hope
Stone, Eva

★
★

Honor—Grade 7
Armstrong, Tyler
Brown, Benjamin
Brown, Hayley
Cortez, Karl
Davies, Madeline
DeLee, Kesshia
DeRochie, Nicholas
Elwood, Miranda
Garey, Tyler
Graham, Susan
Marshall, Dakota
Marshall, Dustin
Parshall, Briana
Petersen, Elyse
Pierson, Alexis
Merit—Grade 7
Andrews, Mark
Haitian, LeAnne
Hughes, Brooke
Lolar, Gavin
Pittsley, Courtney
Plummer, Gaven
Stone, Carly

High Honor—Grade 8
Collins, Tiffany
Hamlin, Sydni
Harris, Rachael
Manwarren, Kayleena
Mott, Aletha
Honor—Grade 8
Agren, Allyzza
Davis, Kaitlyne
Dibble, Kimberlyn
Graves, Kelsea
Lyon, Esther
Marston, Trevor
Mikula, Karalee
Monroe, Amber

Merit—Grade 8
DeLee, Kayla
Huntley, Brandon
Joyce, Indigo
Muller, Zackary
Pitts, Ashley
Plummer, Marlea
Scanlon, Emily
Straight, Howard

High Honor—Grade 9
Carsten, Logan
Graves, Angela
Moyer, Bradley
Reichard, Elisabeth
Honor—Grade 9
Bishop, Charles
Brown, Marina
Granger, Curtis
Larkin, Michael
Loomis, Jessica
Lyon, Gabrielle
Mesko, Desiree
Roalef, Elyse

Merit—Grade 9
Bassett, Kyleigh
DuBois, Gregory
Gieger, Katherine
Jaycox, Amanda
Lewis, Alan
Minor, Alexis
Morgan, Cody
Parker, Austin
Quick, Kara
Sergent, Autumn
Stone, Corey
Strong, Leah
Thorp, Kayla

DeVinne, Kimberly
Graham, Karl
Kelly, Bianca
Kelly, Robert
Lewis, Bethany
Seager, Brittany
Stark, Nathan
Wood, Jenna
Honor—Grade 10
Davis, Benjamin
Davis, Dustin
Marshall, Angie
Marshall, Dalton
Ray, Andrea

★

Merit—Grade 10
Batchelor, Chelsea
Rowland, Zachary

High Honor—Grade 11
Reichard, Naomi
Sawyer, Michael

High Honor—Grade 10
Day, Douglas
DeRochie, Jacob

Merit—Grade 12
Ellis, William
Emerson, Ryan
Everett, Laura
Jenkins, Tatiana
Kelly, Dennis
Kennedy, Magenta
Lapuszynski, Richard
Miller, Jeffrey
Morgan, Vanessa
Mowers, Sara
Polec, Stephanie
Rasmussen, Troy
Rounds, Bethany
Schutt, Melinda
Slack, Cynthia
Stark, Nicholas
VandeBogart, Aaron
Wentworth, Bradley

★

Honor—Grade 11
Carver, Teresa
Larkin, Daniel
Monroe, Taylor
Neal, Christopher

★

Merit—Grade 11
Littler, Travis
Schloth, Weylin
Swayze, Robert
Thorp, Nathan
Williams, Matthew

★

Honor—Grade 12
Brown, Elizabeth
Cerasani, David
Davis, Tyler
Duell, ADam
Eaton, Heather
Johnson, Ellen
Kelly, Donald
Lewis, Kevin
Lyon, Rachael
Pierce, Tyler
Selan, Jamin

High Honor—Grade 12
Day, Samantha
DeRochie, Natalie
Heintz, Lacey
Porter, Rebecca
Reichard, Hannah
Swayze, Brittany

Keep Up the
Good Work!

High Honor—Grade 7
Harris, Lauren
Korb, Amanda
Morse, Elizabeth
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Emergency School
Closing Information

Should school be closed due to weather or other
emergencies, we work to notify the following radio
and television stations. Some of these stations have
their own website, and the information is published
there also.
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS STATIONS

WSYR-AM 570
WYYY-FM 94.5
WBBS-FM B104.7
WWHT-FM 107.9
WHEN-AM 620
WCHN-AM 97
WKXZ-FM 94
WBKT-FM 95.3
WZOZ-FM
WDOS-AM 730
WSRK-FM 103.9

WNTQ-FM 93Q
WNSS-AM
WNBF-AM 1290
WHWK-FM 98.1
WWYL-FM 104.1
WAAL-FM 99.1
WSTM-TV 3
WTVH-TV 5
WIXT-TV 9
WBNG-TV 12
NEWS 10 NOW

Also, we work to place the information on our
website, www.ovcs.org and we are now using a computerized, auto notification system that makes telephone
announcements.
Finally, please note that given the diversity of our
terrain and the weather patterns, there may be some
roads upon which our buses cannot pick up children.
In such cases, we will make efforts to contact you
in advance.

Report Card Results

The New York State Report Card was created to
provide information to parents on students and school
performance.
At Otselic Valley Central School District, we are
focusing on raising student achievement and improving these test scores. While this is only one measure of
student success, we recognize that we must meet these
standards. This summer, many of our teachers are
involved in staff development activities that will lead to
designing a curriculum, assessment and instructional
framework for our School District.
We welcome parent support in our plan of improvement for academics as well as positive behavioral
outcomes.
If you would like a copy of the school’s Report Card,
it is available in the District Office. If you have any questions or would like to discuss any of the information
on the Report Card, please don’t hesitate to call me at
(315) 653-7218.
— Lawrence A. Thomas,
Superintendent of Schools

Protect Yourself from
Identity Theft

There are all kinds of television commercials out
there about your credit rating and protecting it. You’ve
seen those showing the guy with the guitar in his hand,
saying that he wishes he had know about identity theft
before it ruined his financial world.
Identity theft has become the fastest growing crime
in the United States. More than 10 million Americans
are victims of identity theft each year. And with the
economy in a poor state, identity theft is more prevalent
than ever. Following are some ideas on how not to be
a victim:
• Report lost or stolen credit or debit cares immediately. Always check your credit card and bank
statements and any additional financial reports
every month to see if there were any unauthorized
activities. When you see something questionable,
report it to the appropriate financial institution
right away.
• Do not leave outgoing mail on your doorstep or in
a mail receptacle which is not secured.
• When you write a check, never include your credit
card number, driver’s license number, Social Security
number, or other personal account information.
• Never give personal information such as your date
of birth, Social Security number, or mother’s maiden
name to someone you are unsure about.
• If you receive pre-approved credit applications that
you don’t want, don’t just throw them away. Shred
them or destroy them in some other fashion. This
holds true for credit card receipts and financial
information too.
• Consider checking your credit report once a year
with the three credit bureaus—Equifx (800-997-2493);
Experian Information (888-397-3742); and TransUnion
(800-916-8800). In this way, you can monitor any potential fraudulent activity or discrepancy.
Should you discover that your name is being used
illegally to obtain credit cards or merchandise by mail,
immediately contact a Postal Inspector. For more information, visit your local Post Office or see the Postal
Inspection Website at www.usps.com/postalinspectors.

Otselic Valley District Communication Guidelines

1st Contact
Teacher
Coach
Teacher
District Clerk
Business Admin
Bldg Principal
Cafeteria Manager
Teacher
Advisor
Teacher
Supervisor Bldg & Grounds
Bldg Nurse
Teacher
Teacher
Bus Driver

For questions about…

Academics

Athletics

Behavior

BoE Policies

Budget

Building Use

Cafeteria

Classroom Procedures

Co-Curricular

Curriculum

Facilities

Health Office

Scheduling

Special Education

Transportation

Supervisor Transportation

Bldg Principal

Guidance Counselor

Bldg Principal

Business Admin

Bldg Principal

Bldg Principal

Bldg Principal

Business Admin

Supervisor Bldgs & Grounds

Superintendent

Superintendent

Bldg Principal

Athletic Director

Guidance Counselor

2nd Contact

Business Admin

CSE Chair

Bldg Principal

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Business Admin

Board of Education

Superintendent

Jr/Sr HS Principal

Bldg Principal

3rd Contact

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

Superintendent

4th Contact

Frequently, parents and other community members request help in knowing the best way to communicate
with the school. The communication guideline chart below will serve as a helpful resource. By contacting the
following people in the prescribed order, questions will be answered efficiently.
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PAI D
South Otselic,
NY 13155
PERMIT #3

Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
David Cruikshank, President
Dale Fox, Vice President
Gregory Brown
Douglas Evans
Terri Hammond
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Lawrence A. Thomas, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Attention Incoming 6th Grade Parents

New York State Immunization Department has
made changes to their requirements for school attendance and entrance in the 2009-2010 school year.
New York State is requiring all children whose
birthday is on or after January 1, 1994 and who are
entering grade 6 to show proof of a Tdap and a varicella immunization.
Proof of immunity against Tdap is a vaccination.
Please note that Tdap is different than Dtap. If your
child has had a tetanus booster in the past 2 years,
he/she will not be able to have Tdap at this time.
They will however be required to receive the Tdap
vaccine 2 years from their last tetanus booster.
Proof of immunity against varicella means:
1.
Record of 1 dose of varicella vaccine if your
child is under 13 years of age and 2 doses of

Telephone Numbers

Board of Education.......................... (315) 653-7218
Superintendent................................ (315) 653-7218
Business Administrator.................. (315) 653-7218
District Clerk................................... (315) 653-7218
Transportation................................. (315) 653-7218
Building & Grounds........................ (315) 653-7218
Jr./Sr. High School........................... (315) 653-7218
Guidance Dept................................. (315) 653-7218
Elementary School........................... (315) 837-4407
Special Education............................ (315) 837-4407
School Lunch Program................... (315) 653-7218

2.
3.

varicella vaccine if your child is 13 years
of age and older or
Blood testing record that shows serologic
evidence of immunity or
Medical record to document chicken pox
infection from the licensed provider.

Parental note is not accepted as proof of immunity.
Proof of immunity needs to be sent to the elementary nurse’s office before the 2009-2010 school year.
Your child’s provider may fax the information to the
school. Our fax number is 315-837-4475. Failure to
show proof of immunity will result in your child not
being allowed to attend school. If you have any questions, you may call the school nurse at 315-837-4407
or your local public health department.

Calendar of Events
September
1 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
8 No School—Staff Development Day
9 First Day for 7-12 Students
Modified Soccer Practice Begins
15 Rumor Mill, Elementary School, 9:00 a.m.
16 Board of Education Meeting, HS, 7:30 p.m.
22 Community Picnic, 5:00 p.m.
23 Supe’s On, HS Cafeteria, 5:00 p.m.
29 School Pictures K-6
30 School Pictures 7-12
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