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MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Interim Superintendent’s Message

Greetings!
This year New York State has set the
week of April 9 for state English Language
Arts (ELA) Assessment Testing and the
week of May 1 for state Math Assessment
Testing. New York State has, for many
years, required or strongly suggested testing in schools. From the week long testing
of the old Iowa exams when I was boy in the 1950s and early
60s; to the lengthy CTB or Metropolitan testing in the 70s,
80s and 90s; to the State PEP (Pupil Evaluation Program)
tests in 3rd, 6th and 9th grades in the 1960s through the
1990s; to the Regents Action Plan testing of the late ‘90s and
early 2000s; to the current New York State Assessments,
the state has wanted some means of gauging how well
schools were doing at educating the students of the state.
The practice of testing student knowledge is important
to understanding what is working and what is not working in a school curriculum. The current New York State
Assessments have evolved since they were first initiated
several years ago. Much of that evolution is due to the
feedback from teachers and the public. The current year
tests will be shorter with fewer questions, will have no time
limits, will be given on computer and will not be used to
assess teachers. OV is working to provide as supportive
and non-stressful testing environment as possible for our
students. We anticipate our students showing improvement
once again this year.
Thank you for your support and encouragement.
Peace,
Gray Stevens
Interim Superintendent

Student Registration
Otselic Valley Central School Kindergarten
and Pre-Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration for the 2018-2019
school year at Otselic Valley Central School
has begun. Children who will be five-yearsold before December 1, 2018 are eligible to be
enrolled. Registration forms can be obtained on
the District’s website, www.ovcs.org, or by calling
the school at 315-653-7218. Other pre-requisites
are listed in the registration packet. All paperwork must be returned to the school on or before
April 30, 2018. Current students in the Otselic
Valley Pre-K program need not re-enroll.
The Otselic Valley Central School District is
also accepting applications for its Pre-K program.
Only parents who are District residents with an
age-eligible child may apply. To be eligible a child
must be four-years-old on or before December 1,
2018 and cannot be five-years-old before that
date.
Per New York State Regulations, selection for
Pre-Kindergarten slots for the 2018-19 school
year will be done randomly after all application
have been received by the deadline. Assuming
that State funding will be held at the same level
for next year as this year, we will only be able to
accept a total of 18 students.
The deadline for all Pre-K applications is
April 30, 2018. Selection of applicants for the
available slots will be determined soon after
this date. Applications must be received by
Mrs. Burpee at the District Office on or before
this day. Applications can be picked up at either
office and they are available on the website.
For further information contact the District
Office at 315-653-7218, ext. 4042.
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Absentee Ballot Information

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that qualified voters
may obtain applications for absentee ballots from the
Office of Clerk of the School District at her office at 125
County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY, beginning April 2,
2018, completed applications must be received by the
Clerk of the School District no later than 4:00 p.m.
on May 14, 2018, and must be received no later than
4:00 p.m. on May 9, 2018, if the absentee ballot is to be
mailed to the voter. Completed applications received
after 4:00 p.m. on May 9, 2018, will require the voter
to personally appear at the office of the District Clerk
of the School District to receive an absentee ballot.
A listing of all persons to whom an absentee ballot is
issued will be available for inspection by any qualified
voter in the Office of the Clerk of the School District
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. through
May 15, 2018, except Saturday, Sunday or holiday.
That listing will also be posted at the polling place on
the date of the meeting.

Superintendent
Search Forum

Another part of the Superintendent of Schools
search process is a public forum where members of
the community will have an opportunity to meet the
two finalists. Each candidate will visit the District on
two separate days to meet with various groups and
have a final interview with the Board. The public will
also have an opportunity to meet each candidate and
ask pertinent questions.
Final interview days are May 7-8 at about 5:30 p.m.
each day. Community members interested in the
public forum should commit to attending both days
in order to make an informed decision. Participants’
comments will be taken into account for the final
choice, but ultimately the decision is the Board’s.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call
the school at 315-653-7218, ext. 4042

Wall of Fame Nominations

The Wall of Fame Committee is accepting
nominations for the 2017-2018 induction ceremony.
We are looking to recognize graduates, current or
former employees, volunteers and/or friends of the
Otselic Valley Central School District who have
made outstanding contributions in their fields.
Please contact Grayson Stevens, 315-653-7218, for
more information.
I

_J

Board Member Nominating
Petition Deadline

Petitions nominating candidates for the office of
member of the Board of Education shall be filed with
the Clerk of said School District at her office in the
PK-12 building, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic,
NY, not later than Monday, April 16, 2018 between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Each petition shall be
directed to the Clerk of the District, shall be signed
by at least 25 voters of the District, and must state the
name and residence of the candidate. Blank petitions
can be also be picked up at the same office.
There is one vacancy this year and that is the 5-year
expired term of Rachel Peabody.

Transportation Requests

Reminder to Parents:
Any parent wishing transportation for his/
her child to a non-public school for the 2018-2019
school year must submit a written request by
April 2, 2018 to:
Mr. Grayson Stevens
Interim Superintendent of Schools
Otselic Valley Central School
PO Box 161
South Otselic NY 13155
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The 2018 Grades 3-8 New York State Assessme ts:
What Pare ts Need to K ow
Every spri g, the Grades 3-8 E glish La guage Arts (ELA) a d Mathema—cs Tests are admi istered to stude ts across
New York State. These a ual ELA a d math tests for stude ts i grades 3-8 are required by the federal Every Stude t
Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015. The tests are desig ed to measure how well stude ts are masteri g the lear i g
sta dards that guide classroom i struc—o a d help to e sure that stude ts are o track to graduate from high school
with the cri—cal thi ki g, problem solvi g, a d reaso i g skills eeded for success i college a d the moder
workplace. The tests also show how schools a d districts are progressi g with the lear i g sta dards. Below you will
f d i forma—o about the 2018 tests.

Fewer Test Sessio s
• The 2018 Grades 3–8 ELA and Math Tests have been reduced from three test sessions per subject to only two
sessions per subject this year, meaning each subject will have two days of tes˜ng instead of three.
• With fewer test sessions, each test will have substan˜ally fewer ques˜ons than in recent years, lessening test
fa˜gue for students and be°er enabling them to demonstrate what they know and are able to do.

U —med Tests
• Like the 2016 and 2017 tests, the 2018 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests will be un˜med.
In general, this means that as long as students are working produc˜vely, they will have as much ˜me as they
need to complete each test session, within the confnes of the regular school day.
• Schools and districts have discre˜on to allow students to read silently or quietly exit the room when they have
completed their test while others con˜nue to work.

Test Ques—o s Reviewed a d Wrife by New York State Teachers
• Hundreds of New York State educators were involved in crea˜ng and reviewing ques˜ons for 2018 Grades 3-8
ELA and Math Tests and selec˜ng the ques˜ons for the test forms.
• This year, the assessments will feature many test ques˜ons wri°en by New York State teachers specifcally for
the annual New York State tests. The future goal is for all test ques˜ons to be wri°en by NYS educators.
• Teachers from across the State serve on commi°ees to write, evaluate and select ques˜ons for the tests.
In all, hundreds of New York State educators were involved in crea˜ng and reviewing ques˜ons for the 2018
assessments and selec˜ng the ques˜ons for the test forms.

Providi g Results for Teachers a d Improved Reso urces for Pare ts
• Like last year, the New York State Educa˜on Department plans to have instruc˜onal reports returned to teachers
by the end of the school year and to release at least 75% of the test ques˜ons again.
As
in 2017, the 2018 Score Reports for parents will feature more informa˜on about what students should know
•
and be able to do at each grade level.

Computer-Based Tes— g
• Some schools chose to administer the 2018 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests on computers rather than by paper
and pencil. The computer-based tests (CBT) will have the same ques˜ons as the paper versions. Students in
those schools u˜lizing the CBT op˜on have access to CBT prac˜ce tests and most have had prior experience
par˜cipa˜ng in other computer-based tests in ELA and Math.
• The long-term plan is for all schools use CBT for annual State tests. CBT has the poten˜al to further reduce the
need for stand-alone feld tests and make assessments be°er instruc˜onal tools for students with disabili˜es .
Ques˜ons about tes˜ng programs, policies, par˜cipa˜on, and procedures may be sent to emscassessinfo@nysed.gov

•

engage"Y
Our Students. Thelr Moment
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Things every local school board member
should know about New York State s plan
for the Every Student Succeeds Act

What is ESSA?
Why does it
maer?
What do school
board members
need to now?

0
1

New York State

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Knowledge > Skill > Opportunity

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is a federal la w that outlines how states can use federal
money to support public schools. In September 2017, New York State will submit its plan for
the approximately $1.6 billion New York receives annually under ESSA.
New York State is commi—ed to ensuring that all students succeed and thrive in school no
ma—er who they are, where they live, where they go to school, or where they come from.
Since fall 2016, New York State has sought feedback to design a plan that advances equity,
access, and opportunity for all students.
Below are highlights of important elements for local school board members in the plan. We
encourage you to visit this link to learn more about the plan:
h—p://www.p12.nysed.gov/accountability/essa.html

New Yor State values a well-rounded educaon for all students.

New York State s accountability system will use a variety of indicators beyond core academic subjects.
Schools and districts will be measured annually on these indicators

For high schools

For all schools
•
•
•
•
•

English language arts
Math
Science
Progress in learning English (for those
who don t speak it)
Chronic absenteeism (absent 10% or
more)

2

•
•
•

Future Indicators

Social studies
GraduaŒon rate
College, career, and civic readiness
index: taking advanced coursework,
earning technical educaŒon
cerŒfcates, etc.

.,.

•
•

Out-of-school suspensions
(begin w/ 2018-19 results)
Being ready for high school
(once data becomes available)

New Yor State wants to reduce tesng me and improve the tesng experience.

Tests in grades 3-8 English
and math will be reduced
to two days each.

-

The state will try new
kinds of tesŒng that
might ask students to
complete and present
performance tasks.

95%
The law requires 95% of students in
each tested grade and subgroup to
take the appropriate tests. New
York State will work with parents,
schools, and districts to increase
parŒcipaŒon.

-

New York State will conŒnue
to translate math and science
tests into more languages, and
when funding becomes
available, will create a
language-arts test in students
naŒve language.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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New York State will encourage and foster the ability of school boards to ad ance equity
and access for all.

3

The reports also will give
informaon on indicators such as
class size or opportunies for
students to parcipate in the arts.

New reports will
outline how much each
district and school is
spending per student
and from what source.

0

New York State will idenfy schools for support and recognion based on mulple
measures.

4

Comprehensi e Support
and Impro ement
Schools in the boom 5% of
all schools, high school s with
4-, 5-, and 6- ear graduaon
rates of 67% or less, or
schools that have not
improved a•er receiving
targeted support.

0

Targeted Support and
Impro ement
Schools with subgroups that
are among the lowestperforming in the state.

Recognion Schools
Schools that are highperforming or rapidl
improving as determined b
the Commissioner.

Schools that are not
idenfed in an of the
preceding categories.

••

-

\:.

The state uses data
from mulple
measures to
determine which
schools need support.

0

Schools in Good Standing

School boards in New York State will ha e key responsibilies in o erseeing
impro ement of low-performingschools in their districts.

5
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School boards can use the
reports to promote equit
of resources within their
districts.

School boards must
approve improvement
plans developed b
educators and parents
based on an
examinaon of causes
for idenfcaon.

Schools review mulple
sources, such as achievement
data and sta… surve results,
to determine if the plan has
to be modifed and resubmied to the school
board.

The state provides
addional support to
low-performing schools
that struggle to make
gains. The state will
work with boards if the
schools need addional
oversight.

New York State will pro ide funds to each school district to support a Professional
De elopment Plan de eloped by educators.

"',.
•••

Districts will connue convening their
professional development teams,
which include a majorit of educators
and one or more administrators.

+

This team must develop, implement, and
evaluate a Professional Development Plan
that includes, among other things,
mentoring for new teachers.

New York State will award Title
II funds under ESSA to support
local implementaon of these
plans.
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Things every parent should know
about New York State’s lan for the
Every Student Succeeds Act

What is ESSA?
Why does it
ma e r?
What do parents
need to know?

1

New York State

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Knowledge > Skill > Opportunity

states
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) is a federal law that outlines how stat
es can use federal
money to su ort ublic schools.
schools. In Se tember 2017, New York State subm
submitted
itted its lan for the
a roximately $1.6 billion New York rece
receives
ives annually under ESSA.
New York State is commi—ed
commi—ed to ensuring that all students succeed and thrive in school no
ma—er who they are, wh
ere they live, where they go to sc
hool,l, or where they come from.
where
schoo
Since fall 2016, New York Stat
lan that advances equ
equity,
Statee has sought feedback to design a plan
ity,
o ortunity
access, and opportun
ity for all students.
Belo are highl
highlights
ights of important
important elements
elements for parents and families
families in
in the plan.
plan. We
We encourage
encourage
visit the Ne York State Educa�on Department’s ESSA ebsi
earn more about
you to visit
ebsittee to llearn
plan.
the plan.

New York State values a well
well-rounded
rounded educa°on for all.

Parents and families should know how their child’s school is performing in many areas, not ust academic sub ects.
Schools and districts will be measured annually on these indicators:
For all schools
•
•
•
•

For hi h schools

English language arts
Math
Science
Progress in learning English (for
those who don’t speak it)
• Chronic absenteeism (absent 18+
days, with excep€ons)

0
2

• Social studies
• Gradua€on rate
• College, career, and civic readiness
index: taking advanced
coursework, earning technical
educa€on cer€fcates, etc.

Future indicators:
• Out-of-school
suspensions (beginning
with 2018-19 results)
• Being ready for high
school (once data
becomes available)
• “Learning environment”
indicators (e.g., class
size, access to arts
classes)

New York State wants to reduce tes°n °me and improve the tes°n experience.

rnrn 11

Tests in grades 3-8
English and math will be
reduced to two days
each in 2018.

95%
The state will try new ways
to assess student
knowledge that could ask
students to complete and
present performance tasks.

The federal law requires
95% of students in each
tested grade and subgroup
to take the appropriate
tests. New York State will
work with parents, schools,
and districts to increase
par€cipa€on.

New York State will
con€nue to translate math
and science tests into more
languages, and when
funding becomes available,
will create a language-arts
test in students’ na€ve
language.
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New York State will help teachers and school leaders be ready for success and
ensure that all students have access to an excellent educator.

3

The state will look at changes
in how teachers and leaders
are prepared to make sure
they are ready on day one.

0

New York State has many
excellent teachers. We will
ensure that all schools have
the ability to a�ract and
keep them.

New York State is coun�ng on parents for addi�onal help when their child’s
school is iden�ﬁed for improvement.

4

0

r,, iii
… then it will have to ask
parents, teachers, and
students how they think the
school can do be�er …

If your child’s school is
iden�ﬁed as lowperforming …

0
5

New York State will provide parents with a more complete picture of their child’s
school.

New public reports will show
informa�on on student test
scores, gradua�on rates, and
other outcomes for schools,
districts, and the state,
consistent with privacy laws.

-'()'
\J -

0

-

… and you will have a say in
how your school spends part of
the federal money it receives
to improve.

+

~
The reports also will give
informa�on on things parents
care deeply about, such as class
size or opportuni�es for
students to par�cipate in the
arts.

+ ff}jy
Parents will know how much
each school is spending per
student through the new
reports.

Districts, schools, and the New York State Educa�on Department will use the informa�on in these reports to
help districts adjust spending or come up with new ways to meet students’ needs.
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Jeremy Foster, President
Brian Wood, Vice President
Rachel Peabody
Diane Smith
Mark Swayze
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“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Daniel Henner, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.
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