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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Class of 2012 Valedictorian and Salutatorian

It i s w it h g r eat pleasure t hat we an nounce t h is
yea r ’s Va led ic tor ia n, Loga n
Carsten. Logan is the son of
Seth and Kathleen Carsten of
Eaton. He will be attending
Clarkson University to major
in Engineering. Throughout his
high school career, Logan has
been involved in numerous activities and clubs. These include FFA, Student Council,
National Honor Society, First Robotics as well as being
an avid baseball and basketball player for Otselic
Valley. Logan has done volunteer work at Morrisville
State College, the Wolf Mountain Nature Center and
has assisted with educational enrichment of mentally
handicapped students in elementary school for the
past four years. Outside of school, Logan has devoted
much time back to his community and school district.
As a speaker at The Annual Legislative Breakfast for
2011, Logan represented Otselic Valley, speaking on
current issues in schools and the equal educational
rights of all students statewide. In addition, Logan
represented Otselic Valley at the Boy’s State in 2011.
Recently, Logan received the Clarkson Leadership
award, the Bosch and Lomb Science award, the Liberty
Summit Award for outstanding academic excellence,
and the Industry Scholarship from Bill White. We wish
Logan future success at Clarkson University and all
of his future endeavors.

Yearbooks

Yearbooks are on the way! Balances must be
paid to receive your book. Call Mrs. Osowski
at 315-653-7218 or email ovyearbook@ovcs.org
with questions.

It is also with much pleasure
that we announce this year’s
Salutatorian, Angela Graves.
Angela is the daughter of Truman
and Barbara Graves of DeRuyter.
She will be attending Canisius
College to major in the accounting program to obtain her CPA.
During her high school career,
Angela has been involved in
various clubs and activities such as, book club, biology club, drama club, National Honor Society and
yearbook. Angela has served as the Senior Class
President, participated on the soccer and basketball
teams as well as the cheerleading squad. Outside of
school, Angela is a volunteer of the South Otselic Fire
Department Auxiliary and the Methodist church.
She is a member of AmeriCorps. Angela received the
Scholar Athlete Award, Wells Scholarship Award and
the University of Rochester Scholarship. As a sophomore, Angela participated in the Hugh O’ Brian Youth
Leadership conference as an ambassador. As a junior,
she returned to HOBY as a facilitator and participated
in the alumni tour to London and Paris. Angela has
been both a counselor and a lifeguard for the Summer
Recreational Program. We wish her success in attaining all of her goals and future aspirations.
We at Otselic Valley recognize and congratulate
both Logan and Angela for their hard work and
determination.
—Submitted by the Guidance Office

Good L uck in
the Future!
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Senior Plans 2012

Kyleigh Bassett—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Nursing.

Charles Bishop—Will be attending the State University of New York at Cobleskill to major in Diesel
Technology.
Marina Brown—Will be attending Ithaca College to major in Liberal Arts.

Logan Carsten—Will be attending Clarkson University to pursue a degree in Mechanical Engineering.
Dylan Comfort—Will be entering the work force and possibly the military field.
Jacob Cross—Will be entering the work force in the field of Carpentry.

Joshua Cross—Will be attending Morrisville State College to further his education in the Computer
Technician/Networking field.
Jenna DeLee—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Residential Construction.
Richard Dibble—Will be entering the work force.

Gregory DuBois—Will be attending Capital Region Career and Technical School to major in Welding and
Welding Fabrication.
Katherine Geiger—Will be attending Mohawk Valley Community College to major in Culinary Arts.
Hunter Grace—Will pursue a career in the field of Mechanics.

Angela Graves—Will be attending Canisius College to major in accounting and obtain her CPA.

Crystal Hillman—Will be attending Tompkins Cortland Community College to major in Human Services.
Shelby Hillman—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Horticulture.

Michael Larkin—Will be attending Clarkson University to major in Business and Entrepreneurship.
Alan Lewis—Will be entering the work force and possibly the military field.

Jessica Loomis—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Nursing.

Gabrielle Lyon—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Business.

Bethany Mason—Will be attending The Academy of Art University of San Francisco to major in Graphic
Design and Storyboarding.
Kameron Mikula—Will be pursuing a career in field of Construction.
Alexis Minor—Will be entering the work force.

Adam Monroe—Will pursue a career at Remlap Construction.

Cody Morgan—Will be working on the family farm and further his studies in Welding.
Bradley Moyer—Will be attending Clarkson University to major in Engineering.

Kara Quick—Will be attending Broome Community College to major in Criminal Justice.
Elisabeth Reichard—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Business.
Elyse Roalef—Will be attending Morrisville State College to major in Liberal Arts.
Gideon Schena—Will be entering the work force.

Corey Stone—Will be working in his family business.

Kayla Thorp—Will be attending the State University of New York at Cortland to major in Education.
Jessica Tilley—Will be entering the work force.

Thomas Williams—Will be entering the work force to pursue a career in the field of Chemical Engineering.
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ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY

Sun Safety

Overexposure to the sun’s ultraviolet (UV)
rays seriously threatens human health. Besides
the immediate effect of sunburn, over time
excess UV radiation can cause skin cancer, eye
damage, immune system suppression, and premature aging. Children are highly susceptible
to harmful UV radiation. About 23 percent of
lifetime sun exposure occurs before the age of 18.
Just one or two blistering sunburns in childhood
may double the risk of developing melanoma.
Teaching children about sun safety is the key
to reducing the risk of future health problems.
Below are some guidelines to use when you
or your child will be out in the sun:
• Stay out of the sun between 10:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. when the sun’s rays are the strongest.
• Stay in the shade whenever possible. Trees,
buildings and umbrellas provide shade.
You can even burn in the shade when reflective surfaces are present.
• Wear protective, tightly woven clothing.
• Wear a hat with a 4-inch brim all around for
maximum protection of face, neck and ears.
• Avoid reflective surfaces, which can reflect
up to 85 percent of the sun’s damaging rays.
Water, sand, snow and concrete are reflective
surfaces.
• Avoid tanning salons.
• Use a broad-spectrum sunscreen, with a Sun
Protection Factor (SPF) of 15 or higher, which
protects against UVA and UVB rays.
• Reapply sunscreen every two hours, especially
if you’re swimming or sweating.
Please also remember that your child will be
playing outside during school hours. It would
be very beneficial to your child if you applied
sunscreen to them before they come to school.
When the temperatures start to rise, we need
to increase the amount of water or fluids that
we drink also. Please allow your child to bring
in water bottles or water may be purchased at
the cafeteria. This will ensure that your child is
staying well hydrated.
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News from Mrs. Graham’s
Living Environment Classes

On May 1 and 2, the Living Environment classes went
outside to do water quality testing in the NYS Certified
Trout Stream called Ashbell Creek that runs next to the
playing fields. The classes broke up into small groups to
test pH levels, temperature, turbidity and dissolved oxygen
content in the stream.
These tests involved getting in the water and sometimes
getting wet! pH readings were done simply with pH paper
to determine the acidity. Thermometers gave us cold temperatures. Water samples gathered in small vials helped us
compare the turbidity. The most time consuming, and the
most interesting, was figuring the dissolved oxygen levels.
This task was accomplished by using special D-nets and
scuffing the feet in the water to collect macro-invertebrates
and other small aquatic organisms to determine which
must live in high oxygen levels and which can tolerate
lower oxygen levels. We found many caddis fly larvae, stone
fly larvae, skulpins, 2-lined salamanders, a red eft, mud
puppies, leeches, water striders and many more. After identifying the organisms, it was concluded that Ashbell Creek
is a very healthy stream with high oxygen levels.
The Living Environment classes would like to thank Erica
Jones, our LPP advocate, for her help in setting up the lab and
her assistance in doing the tests at the creek. Thanks also
to Amy Kochem from Rogers Conservation Center for
bringing some of the equipment needed and assisting us
at the creek and in the lab identifying organisms.
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OV FFA Visits New Barn

The Otselic Valley FFA traveled over the hill
to DeRuyter to attend the open house for Calvin
Wood’s new parlor and freestall barn. The students noticed that a lot of time and planning went
into the design of the building. They were very
impressed with the new bulk tank, the double
10 parlor and the new freestall.
Comments were heard on the bus ride back
like: “Very well ventilated for the calves.” “Nice
and well lit with a lot of natural lighting.” “Close
attention to detail in animal comfort—from
freshening cows to calves to milking cows.”
We wish them well with their new set-up.

Senior Welding Project

Otselic Valley Participates in the
Regional Envirothon

Twenty one teams from Cayuga, Chenango and Madison
Counties competed in the Regional Envirothon held at the
Rogers Environmental Center in Sherburne on April 25.
The Monster Walleyes team was made up of Nate Clemens,
Tom Foster, Chris O’Hara, Jessica Ossont and Austin
Reynolds. The Weebly Wobbly Whale Watchers team was
made up of Kesshia DeLee, Susan Graham, Lauren Harris,
Amanda Korb and Peter Robinson. Connor Smith was
the alternate.
The NYS Envirothon is a hands-on environmental education competition where a team of five high school students
work together in hopes of winning scholarships and
awards. The teams compete in five different environmental
categories—aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife and a current
environmental issue. There is also an oral presentation about
the current environmental issue that the team must do.
This year’s current issue and oral presentation centered
around LID (Low Impact Development) practices designed
to protect local surface water from storm water pollution
(point and non-point source pollution) that may be caused
by major industrial development and residential development projects. The team had to evaluate a proposed project
from an environmental perspective, develop LID recommendations and then present their suggested requirements
for this project to a simulated county legislature session.
The Monster Walleyes team placed 3rd in Chenango
County. The Weebly Wobbly Whale Watchers placed 5th in
Chenango County. They also placed second in the region
with their oral presentation, fourth in the region in the
wildlife category and tied for fourth place in the region
in the soil category.
The Envirothon team coaches are Mrs. Graham and
Mrs. Robinson. Our incredibly awesome resource person
is Mrs. Grello.

Dairy Cattle Judging Results

All the students in Mrs. Robinson’s agriculture program participated in the 82nd Annual Hoard’s Dairyman
Cow Judging contest. Students had to judge five classes
of mature dairy cows, representing the Ayrshire, Brown
Swiss, Guernsey, Holstein and Jersey breeds. A perfect
score is 500.
Greg DuBois, a senior agriculture student,
proudly presents his original design outdoor fire
pit that he welded and finished. Greg is a very
good welder and spent a lot of time planning the
structural and ventilation details needed for this
job before doing the actual welding.
Nice job, Greg!

The Top Judges at Otselic Valley were:
Jessica Donnelly (424), Nick DeRochie, Greg DuBois
and Dalton Stone (all tied at 400), Peter Robinson (398),
Carmine Saladino (394), Connor Smith (392), Tanner
Byrnes and Francesca Cortez (tied at 388), Sabrina Bard
(386), and Crystal Hayner and Gaven Plummer (tied at 384).
Congratulations goes out to all of our budding judges.
Good job.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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FFA Attends the 2012 New York State FFA Convention
On a hot and humid May 3, Mrs. Robinson and some
of her FFA and Junior FFA members embarked upon
an adventure to the Annual State FFA Convention.
The convention was hosted by the Vernon-VeronaSherrill FFA, May 3-5. Over 1,000 members were
registered and a record 740+ students competed in the
career development events at the convention. Mark
Andrews, Ryan Bassett, Tanner Byrnes, Nathan
Clemens, Karl Cortez, Brandon Fowler (delegate),
Susan Graham, Grace Lowry, Hunter Mills, Jessica
Ossont, Sierra Puccio, Jennifer Rhoades, Peter
Robinson, Kent Stark, Kurt Stark and Thomas
Williams participated.
The Junior FFA team of Grace, Hunter, Sierra and
Kent placed 2nd of 19 teams in the Tool Identification
contest. Kent placed 3rd high individual and Hunter
was 5th high out of 54 competitors. Great job, team!
Otselic Valley had two ag mechanics and maple production teams, also. The ag mech teams were working
from 8:00 a.m. until almost 3:00 p.m. on problems and
hands-on skills tests involving electricity, small gas
engines, welding and general mechanics. There were
a record number of 30 ag mech teams registered to
compete this year. Only the top three were announced.
At this writing, we are still waiting for the complete
breakdown on how we did. Mark, Ryan, Peter and
Tom were one team. The other team was Nate, Karl,
Jessie and Jen.
In addition to the competitions, members participated in workshops on GIS Technology Use: A Look at
Your Future, Slow Food Cheese Tasting and Education
and Person of Interest. Members also had the opportunity to participate in backhoe operation, a zero turn
mower course, tractor driving, skid steer operation
and utility vehicle operation. We had two tractor pull
teams: Thursday’s team of Tanner, Jen, Kurt, Susan,
and Brandon and Friday’s team of Ryan, Kent, Jessie,
Nate and Hunter. This contest consisted of putting
someone on a Ford 8N tractor to steer and the rest of
the team using a rope to pull that tractor up an incline.
The winning team was selected based on the speed in
which they pulled it up the incline. We are awaiting
the results of that competition, too.
The convention meeting sessions were jam packed
with laser light shows, fun and people! There was
standing room only as members crowded into the
VVS auditorium or watched live video from the VVS
Shevron Community Center. Keynote speakers were

Kristin Kimball, author; Ryan Moran, motivational
speaker; and Ken Quick, Eastern Regional National
FFA Vice President. It was a great convention!
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Drama News

The Otselic Valley 5-6 grades
present Jungle Book kids on Friday
and Saturday June 13 at 7:00
p.m. and and June 14 at 1:00 p.m.
Come enjoy this fantastic tale of
friendship as the cast tackles the
big stage at the High School MPR for their first time.
The OV Drama Club presented Once Upon a Mattress
on March 30 and 31. The cast and crew did an amazing
job! Many thanks to all the cast and crew and parents
for the long hours of rehearsals as well as their dedication to the arts.

Spanish News

The 7th and 8th grade Spanish classes celebrated
Mexican culture. Throughout the year we have been
using pesos as a reward system. We have been earning them throughout the year for good behavior,
good use of Spanish, and for using Spanish outside
the classroom.
On May 3 the students participated in a celebration, Una Fiesta de Pesos. We had an open air market,
known in Spain as El Rastro and in South America as
El Mercado. The students could only communicate in
Spanish with their teacher to buy and trade goods.
We had food, prizes and cookies from Mexico to
celebrate. We hope to improve our markets for next
year to make them bigger and better.

Home and Career Skills News

In addition to the required book work, the 7th grade
Home and Career Skills class has been adding to their
cooking skills by making more types of foods from
scratch. Mrs. Robinson had us making cornbread casserole, stuffing topped pork chops, chicken casserole,
shepherd’s pie, pizza, chicken noodle soup, hamburg
soup and Mrs. Evans’ chocolate zucchini cake.
We are finding that we can read and follow a recipe,
double a recipe or halve a recipe much easier. We made
homemade macaroni and cheese and experimented
with it. We added chopped ham and broccoli pieces
to part of it to see how it changed the entire dish.
We also baked one half of the recipe and didn’t bake
the other half so we could see how baking changed
the texture of the macaroni and cheese dish.
In May, we are going to start on the sewing unit—
making sock puppets and pillow cases.

ng:
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Playing
playing
Sunscreen
Scoop
Sunscreen
Scoop
Sunscreen may be easy, but it doesn’t protect
your child’s skin completely. Try combining
sunscreen with other “Choose Your Cover”
options to prevent UV damage.
Sunscreen comes in a variety of forms – lotions,
sprays, wipes or gels. Be sure to choose one
made especially for kids with:

••

Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of 15 or higher
both UVA and UVB protection

For most effective protection, apply sunscreen
generously 30 minutes before going outdoors.
And, don’t forget to protect ears, noses, lips and
the tops of feet which often go unprotected.
Take sunscreen with you to reapply during the
day, especially after your child swims or
exercises. This applies to “waterproof” and
“water resistant” products as well.
Keep in mind, sunscreen is not meant to allow
your kids to spend more time in the sun than they
would otherwise. Sunscreen reduces

erious

damage from UV radiation, it doesn’t eliminate it.

can
child’s

The American Academy of Pediatrics now advises

ting
er.

such as the face and back of the hands. But your

that sunscreen use on babies less than 6 months
old is not harmful on small areas of a baby’s skin,

baby’s best defense against sunburn is avoiding
the sun or staying in the shade.

Protect the Skin They’re In
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OV Soccer Camp

Flyers for this year’s OV Soccer Camp
were handed out the week of May 14.
The camp dates are Monday, July 16
through Wednesday, July 18. It will be
held at the High School with any student entering Kindergarten this Fall
through this current year’s 11 graders eligible to attend. The camp will
have the same format as last year with
K-6th grade going in the morning from
9:00-11:00 a.m. and 7th-11th occurring
in t he evening from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
The cost of the camp is $25 and will
include a soccer ball and T-shirt.
The purpose of the camp is to provide
an opportunity for our students to participate in soccer in a fun and positive
atmosphere and for those who wish to
be competitive it allows them a chance
to compete in games and learn from our
coaches.
Chris Perkins will also be coaching
at the camp again this year and working with our older students. Chris is the
Womens’ Head coach at Morrisville State
College. At last year’s camp our older
students had a great experience learning
from a collegiate coach and we look forward to Chris coming again and working
with our players.
If you need a camp flyer they can be
found in the Main Office of each building.
The camp flyers have a registration section
that needs to be completed and returned
with payment to Mr. Barlow, checks can
be made to OV Soccer Camp. Forms can
be dropped off in either building. A due
date of June 8 is set so that the T-shirts and
soccer balls can be ordered and received
before the start of the camp. If you have
any questions I can be reached at jbarlow@
ovcs.org, or my office phone is 653-4016.
Thank you,
Mr. Barlow
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Calendar of Events
June
1-3
2
5
7
8
		
9
12
13-22
20
22
		
		
		
23
30

Senior Trip
SAT Exam
5-12 Awards Program
Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
Senior Breakfast
Elementary Musical
Elementary Musical
K-6 Field Day and School Picnic
Regents Exams
Board of Education Meeting, HS, 7:30 p.m.
Baccalaureate, South Otselic Methodist Church
Graduation Rehearsal, 10:00 AM
Marking Period Ends
Elementary Report Cards Distributed
Graduation, High School Gym
7-12 Report Cards Mailed

June 2012 Lunches

The cafeteria will be serving lunches at the
Junior-Senior High School during the month of June
through June 12. It will be Chef’s Choice on those
days. Lunches will be served at the Elementary
School through the last full day of school.
Please plan accordingly.

OV Youth Cheerleading

The OV Youth Cheerleaders have had yet another
successful season this year! A total of 18 girls from
grades 3-6 were on the squad. Coached by Sabrina
Conway and Natalie Coon, the cheerleaders learned
over 40 sideline cheers, a hello cheer, a floor cheer
and a dance routine. The cheerleaders did a fantastic
job at the games and everyone should feel proud
of what these girls have accomplished this year.
The girls even bring their enthusiasm into school,
often by cheering at Open Mic during Afternoon
Program at the Elementary School.
Thank you to all parents and guardians who have
supported the girls this year, by bringing them to
practice, attending games and listening to their cheers
over and over at home! Great job, girls!
—Sabrina Conway
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