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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT:
Educate and inspire every student to achieve excellence.

Students selected to upcoming
writing conference

Paige Palmer (grade 9), Juston Button (grade 9), and
Kailey Bartlett (grade 10) have been selected to attend
Pen in Hand, an intensive writing conference held
each March in Central New York. These students were
selected after jury review of their original writing, not
including test essays or class compositions.
Kailey, Juston, and Paige will join about 45 other
high school writers from school districts across
the region for a very full two days. Young writers will work with published authors/mentors
through workshops, readings, and craft talks.
It is predicted that our writing Vikings will
return home with encouragement, new connections, ideas, and writing prompts and exercises
to support their continued growth as writers.
Some of our alumni may also recall Pen
in Hand: Ms. Sarah Yafchak helped student
writers attend earlier conferences before her
retirement.
This year’s 24th annual conference will be
held in Little Falls, NY where our students
will be chaperoned by Mrs. Kalin. Their participation is made possible through the Arts
in Education program administered by DCMO
BOCES.
Learn more about Pen in Hand from Libby
Cudmore, a former Pen in Hand presenter and
critically acclaimed novelist and author based
in Central New York: https://bit.ly/2E9kMXY.
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MISSION

Educate and inspire
every student to
achieve excellence

VISION

We aspire to be a model
school that empowers all
students to realize their
unlimited potential.
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

CORE BELIEFS

Students are our first
priority.
Every student can
learn.
We hold high
expectations for all.
We cultivate creativity
and innovation.
We create a safe,
engaging learning
environment that
nurtures the whole
child.
A partnership among
students, staff, families,
and community is
necessary to achieve
success.
We support equitable
opportunity for
everyone.
Everyone is treated
with respect and
dignity.
We foster good
citizenship and public
service.

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Action Planning for
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Otselic Valley’s Strategic Plan
On Monday, February 11, 2019, following a formal presentation by Miss Brynley
Smith, Mrs. Osowski, and Mr. Winn,
and a second reading by the Board of
Education, the Board enthusiastically
approved Otselic Valley’s Strategic Plan.
It was created by the Strategic Planning
Team comprising all district stakeholder
groups: students, parents, community
members, instructional and non-instructional staff, administration, and the Board of Education.
After deep conversations and the sharing of many
perspectives that were considered thoughtfully and
respectfully, the Team arrived at consensus by vote.
The new Strategic Plan establishes a new mission, vision,
and core beliefs for the district. Additionally, the Strategic
Plan includes immediate priorities and performance measures that will direct all aspects of Otselic Valley’s pathway
into the future.
On Wednesday, February 13, representatives from the
Strategic Planning Team were joined by additional school
district staff to begin crafting an Action Plan with the
assistance of Sean Brady from Prism Decision Systems.
Together they created a dynamic plan with specific action
steps that will be used as a continuous performance
model. That is, the actions are intended to provide direction, accountability, and target dates directly linked to
the district’s new performance measures and immediate
priorities. This also enables to the district to monitor and
adjust as we grow and establish our new Strategic Plan.
Our immediate priorities set by the Strategic Planning
Team:
• Ensure that all students are reading on or above grade
level.
• Identify and eliminate instructional gaps.
• Provide engaging, differentiated, student-centered
instruction.
• Maximize the number of students taking the Grade 3-8
state assessments.
Work is already underway by staff who chose to work on
the first group priorities based on their knowledge, skill,

passion, and expertise. I am proud of our staff for their
commitment to educating and inspiring every student to
achieve excellence.
You can read the Strategic Plan on our website, and
printed copies are available in the district office upon
request.
Thoughtexchange
The district is committed to increasing collaboration and
connectivity. One of our new tools is Thoughtexchange, a
new software platform intended to increase communication throughout our organization and the greater school
community. Its structure empowers users to participate in
open-ended questions in real-time. Because it is completely
anonymous, stakeholders are free to have a voice at Otselic
Valley Central School District. Please go to the district
website for more information on Thoughtexchange, and
watch for future opportunities to share your opinions on
specific questions. Otselic Valley looks forward to future
thoughts you will share with us.
— Robert G. Berson, Superintendent
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Absentee Ballot Information

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that qualified voters may
obtain applications for absentee ballots from the Office
of Clerk of the School District at her office at 125 County
Road 13A, South Otselic NY, beginning April 1, 2019,
completed applications must be received by the Clerk
of the School District no later than 4:00 p.m. on May 14,
2019, and must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. on
May 10, 2019, if the absentee ballot is to be mailed to the
voter. Completed applications received after 4:00 p.m. on
May 14, 2019, will require the voter to personally appear
at the office of the District Clerk of the School District
to receive an absentee ballot. A listing of all persons
to whom an absentee ballot is issued will be available
for inspection by any qualified voter in the Office of
the Clerk of the School District between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. through May 21, 2019, except
Saturday, Sunday or holiday. That listing will also be
posted at the polling place on the date of the meeting.

Board Member Nominating
Petition Deadline

Petitions nominating candidates for the office of
member of the Board of Education shall be filed with
the Clerk of said School District at her office in the
PK-12 building, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic
NY, not later than Monday, April 22, 2019 between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Each petition shall be
directed to the Clerk of the District, shall be signed
by at least 25 voters of the District, and must state the
name and residence of the candidate. Blank petitions
can be also be picked up at the same office.
There is one vacancy this year and that is the 5-year
expired term of Jeremy Foster.

Election Inspectors Needed

Election Inspectors are needed for the Budget Vote
and Board Member election to be held on Tuesday,
May 21, 2019. There are two shifts and the hours are
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and from 4:30 p.m. until
about 9:30 p.m. The voting will be held in the library.
If you are interested, please contact Gail Evans
Burpee, District Clerk at (315) 653-7218 by April 1, 2019.

Thank You OV Community!
To date we have recycled

38,077

bottles and cans reducing the
amount going into landfills.
Support the

RECYCLING DRIVE
Bottles/Cans!

We also will pick up contact: 315-653-7218
Mrs. O’Connor or Mrs. Graham
Ext. 5135     Ext. 4050

Is Becoming a Board
Member Right For Me?

Have you thought about running for a seat on the
Board of Education at Otselic Valley Central School
District? A new website loaded with information about
the process—from decision making to campaigning
to public service after the election—is available from
the New York State School Boards Association.
Visit www.nyssba.org/experience to consider this
opportunity through an interactive format that tells a
story. You can view short videos, discover Frequently
Asked Questions, and check out resources.
“It’s a one-stop shop for information regarding
eligibility, deadlines, nominating petitions, board
meeting protocols, basic roles and responsibilities
and much more,” said Timothy G. Kremer, NYSSBA
Executive Director, in an article in On Board (Vol. 20,
No. 2, 2/4/19, page 9).
Even if you don’t plan on running for the school
board, the public is invited to learn more about how
elected members get to their seats, and what they do
after being sworn in. There is even a section about
the parliamentary procedure used during meetings.
Public schools depend on community members
who serve our children through service on the Board
of Education, and we are grateful.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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Transportation
Reminder to Parents

Any parent wishing transportation for his/her
child to a non-public school for the 2019-20 school
year must submit a written request by April 1, 2019 to:
Mr. Robert G. Berson
Superintendent of Schools
Otselic Valley CSD
PO Box 161
South Otselic, NY 13155

Emergency School
Closings Information

If school is closed or delayed due to inclement
weather or other emergency, our All-Call System will
send out a message to parents of all students. It will
also be broadcast over the following:
WCHN-AM 97

WWYL-FM 104.1

WBKT-FM 95.3

WSTM-TV 3

WKXZ-FM 94

WAAL-FM 99.1

WZOZ-FM

WTVH-TV 5

WSRK-FM 103.9

WBNG-TV 12

WDOS-AM 730

WNBF-AM 1290

WHWK-FM 98.1

WSYR-TV9

NYS Testing Schedule

Please be aware of the following test dates that are
very important for students.
Students in grades 3-8
April 2-3........................... New York State ELA Test
May 1-2............................ New York State Math Test
Students in grades 4 and 8
May 22..................... NYS Science Performance Test
June 3................................ NYS Science Written Test
Please encourage your child to do their very best
on the State exams. Student scores are used to determine interventions and who may be recommended
for accelerated classes. Information regarding these
state assessments can be found online at Engageny.org.
When we receive the results of these exams, reports
will be sent home specific to
your son/daughter’s performance.
The testing window is
much smaller this year, and it
is very important to not schedule routine appointments for
your child on the above scheduled testing dates.

WIVT/WBGH – TV 34
YNN (10)

This will also be placed on the school website and
social media.
Please Note: If our school begins with a one-hour
delay, depending on weather conditions one of four
things could happen:
• We may open;
• We could go to a twohour delay,
then open;
• We could go
to a two-hour delay,
then close; or
• We could close.
If our school begins with
a two-hour delay, breakfast will NOT be served and
there will be no morning BOCES.
In the event of an emergency school closing, the
letter on the day of return will be the same as the
closed day. The cycle will continue from that point on.
So, please continue to watch and listen for updates.

Last Chance to Order!

Go to www.yearbookordercenter.com a nd use
code 5405. The Order Center is open until April 1.
Books are $54. Extra books will NOT be available
in June.

Wall of Fame Nominations

The Wall of Fame Committee is accepting nominations for the 2018-19 induction ceremony. We are
looking to recognize graduates, current or former
employees, volunteers and/or friends of the Otselic
Valley Central School District who have made outstanding contributions in their fields. Please contact
Robert Berson, (315) 653-7218, for more information.
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100th Day of School at OV:
A Special Day of Remembrance

To celebrate the 100th day of school, the entire
school community did much more than count the
calendar or do math problems. Instead, Mrs. Davis
set up the 100th Day Food Drive Challenge. The idea
was to honor Harry Marvin, the quietly generous bus
driver who recently passed away unexpectedly.
She explained: “This year we wanted to celebrate
the 100th day in honor of Harry by donating hundreds
of nonperishable items to The Mustard Seed. Grade
levels were grouped for this challenge. The challenge
was to collect 100 items as a group by the 100th day of
school. If each group collected 100 items, we would be
able to donate 700 items in honor of Harry’s unspoken
generosity.”
The challenge wasn’t just met—the classes paired
into seven groups, and they all crushed the original
goal of contributing 100 items each. Instead of being
able to deliver 700 nonperishable items to this area
foodbank, the final total was 1,205 items.
We think Harry would have appreciated this.
Thank you so much for your contributions, everyone.
The number “100” never looked so good, or multiplied
so effectively.

Kindergarten and
Pre-K Registration

Kindergarten registration for the
2019-20 school year at Otselic Valley
Central School has begun. Children
who will be five years old before
December 1, 2019 are eligible to be
enrolled. Registration forms can be
obtained on the District’s website,
www.ovcs.org, or by calling the school at (315) 653-7218.
Other prerequisites are listed in the registration packet.
All paperwork must be returned to the school on or
before April 30, 2019. Current students in the Otselic
Valley Pre-K program need not re-enroll.
The Otselic Valley Central School District is
also accepting applications for its Pre-K program.
Only parents who are district residents with an ageeligible child may apply. To be eligible a child must be
four years old on or before December 1, 2019 and cannot
be five years old before that date.
Per NYS Regulations, selection for Pre-kindergarten
slots for the 2019-20 school year will be done randomly
after all application have been received by the deadline.
Assuming that State funding will be held at the same
level for next year as this year, we will only be able to
accept a total of 18 students.
The deadline for all Pre-K applicat ions is
April 30, 2019. Selection of applicants for the available slots will be determined soon after this date.
Applications must be received by Mrs. Burpee at the
District Office on or before this day. Applications can
be picked up at either office and they are available on
the website. For further information contact the District
Office at (315) 653-7218, ext. 4042.

Beauty and the Beast

Curtains go up on the Otselic Valley
Drama Club musical Beauty and the Beast
on Friday, March 29, at 7:00 p.m. and
Saturday, March 30, at 1:00 p.m. This
production, directed by Mrs. Cindy
Neal with choreography by Ms. Kristin
Miller, will feature a cast of 35 students in grades 5-12. Don’t miss your
last chance to see performances by our
seniors—there are eight soon-to-begraduates in the cast.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for
students. You, the audience, can par-

ticipate in the fun: the Drama Club will
be selling light-up roses for audience
participation taking place at key points
in the show. The light-up roses will be
available for sale at the door.
Beauty and the Beast is adapted from
Walt Disney Pictures’ Academy Awardwinning 1991 animated musical of the
same name, with music by Alan Menken,
lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice,
and book by Linda Woolverton.
Thank you for your support of the
arts at Otselic Valley Central School.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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Spelling Bee
The Bee’s Purpose: “Our purpose is to help students improve their spelling, increase their
vocabularies, learn concepts, and develp correct English usage that will help them all their lives.”
C o n g r at u l at i o n s t o
Cameron Bartlett (grade
7), winner of the Otselic
Valley local competition
for the Scripps National
Spelling Bee. Cameron
at tended t he Reg ional
Spelling Bee Competition
co-sponsored by The Daily
Star and DCMO BOCES
on Saturday, March 2 at
SUNY Oneonta, Goodrich
Theat er. Th at w i n ner
will travel free to t he
national competition held
in Maryland in May.
Runners up included
Jacob Bunting (1st runner
up; grade 7) and Carlie Golden (2nd runner up;
grade 6).
If you don’t know how exciting a spelling bee can
be, it’s just because you haven’t seen one yet. This
year’s was a nail-biter as students moved through
17 rounds till Cameron finally won with the word
spectators.
The competition is run according to stringent
requirements so that consistency is achieved across
all local and regional competitions. At Otselic Valley,
librarian Julie Hammer was the organizer, English
teacher Chris Kalin was the pronouncer, math teacher
Jacob Preston was the judge and record keeper, and
math teacher Rachel Caterisano ran the cool-down
room (with milk and cookies!).
The Scripps National Spelling Bee started in 1925
when nine newspapers joined to host a spelling bee.
Now the competition involves 50 states and 11 million students.
Appreciation is extended to all students, not just
the winner and runners-up. It takes tremendous
courage to compete in a public spelling event—and
to reach into your memory for where you might have
seen the word you must spell, or something similar—
and those in the audience could see students’ effort.
We are proud of all of you.

Grade 6: Riley, Shianne, Braeden, Carlie, Katie,
Madeline
Grade 7: Cameron, Madison, Jacob, Alexzandria,
Kendra, Jacob, Aroura, Damon, Sophia,
Daniel, Eathan
Grade 8: Nathan, Kameron (absent), Linda, Emily
“17 rounds—Wow!” said Mrs. Hammer. “Our
Spelling Bee this year was even more exciting than last
year! Congratulations to Cameron, and hats off to our
brave spellers. We look forward to seeing most of these
spelling enthusiasts back for next year’s spelling bee.”
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Soccer Scholar Athletes

Girls Wrestling News

BOTH the Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Soccer Teams
from Otselic Valley’s 2018 season were named ScholarAthlete teams by the NYS Public High School Athletic
Association (NYSPHSAA). In an event held during the
January Student Forum attended by all high school
students, both soccer teams were recognized for this
important achievement.
The NYSPHSAA understands that high school
athletes are students first, and uses this award to celebrate their hard work. Pins are given on an individual
level to those whose GPA is 90 or above. Certificate
winners are those who play on a team where 75%
of the entire roster averages 90 or above. At Otselic
Valley, we also provided Scholar-Athlete t-shirts to
reflect the leadership, accomplishment, and good priorities of those we cheer for on the soccer field, and off.
This celebration of academic success will be
remembered long after the season ends. Well done,
Scholar-Athlete Varsity soccer teams!

Jolanda Ponce and Cheyenne Remillard competed in
the 2018-19 NYS Public High School Athletic Association
(NYSPHSAA) Women’s Wrestling International
Championship held at Niagara County Community
College on February 16. These two student athletes,
along with Coach Greg Winn, were the first from Otselic
Valley to attend this Section 6 Sanctioned Tournament.
The field of competitors included 41 female wrestlers
representing 30 high school and five sections from
around NYS. Although NY is not yet one of the 10 states
sanctioning girls wrestling as an official high school
sport, this NYSPHSAA invitational may be a step in
that direction.
“It was a truly powerful event that our girls competed
in,” wrote Coach Winn on the “OV Wrestling” Facebook
page. “The wrestlers all realize they represent not only
themselves, but their team, their school, their community, their fans, and their family. Whatever group you
identify with here, know that these two girls competed
today with a level of heart and determination that should
make you proud.”
Although Jolanda could not compete officially
because her competitor did not arrive for what would
have been Jolanda’s final high school match and first
chance at girls’ official competition, the event was
meaningful.
She was able to wrestle another, unofficially, in a
higher weight class—and she won!
Sports journalist Jason Wolf reported Jolanda’s
comments in an article published February 17, 2019 in
The Buffalo News (https://bit.ly/2T6NgLv):
I’m really happy I had the opportunity to wrestle
today. This tournament was an opportunity I couldn’t
pass up. And knowing that I’ve gone three years with
basically a losing streak, this was the time to prove
myself, that I’ve made it somewhere in the past three
years. I wasn’t just showing up to practice and lifting
and running for no reason. This was my challenge, and
I think I succeeded.”
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FFA News

In late November Mrs. Graham and Mr. Barkman
took nine students up to Camp Oswegatchie for
an Environmental Leadership Program weekend.
They learned how to measure log lengths and how
many board foot a given tree had. They also stretched
their personal space with some field games and others
challenged themselves on the high ropes course.
January was a busy month as we volunteered at the
Central NY Maple Conference and went to a Syracuse
Crunch Hockey game with almost 100 fellow NYS FFA
members. We also took seven members to the 212/360
conference and Mr. Barkman presented a workshop
to fellow Ag Educators while there. The evening’s
activities were hosted at the OnCenter and it was a
huge array of inflatables and a henna tattoo artist.
We have been busy preparing for the district level
leadership contests in Delhi with SubStates hosted
by Unadilla Valley in March. We are planning a Fish
Fry dinner fund raiser April 5 at the Georgetown Fire
Department, our state convention in May and Camp
Oswegatchie this summer, July 14-19. Mr. Barkman
will be sending out information very soon as he just
got the fliers.
Technology class have been studying potential and
kinetic energy using rubber bands. We started using
cups and will finish up building KNex cars powered
with two rubber bands. The Advanced Ag students
have been evaluating animal skeletons using real
bones, our pet pony Susie Q and are now finishing
up pasta skeletons. We will get out in the woods later
this week and get the maple operation started next.
In March we’ll host a group of our elementary students as well as a group of Chenango County 4-Hers
with our Open House, March 2. The 4-Hers will also
be doing some snowshoeing if the weather cooperates.
Our hearts go out to Harry Marvin and his family.
It always seemed that Harry was our personal driver
as he somehow ended up driving for us almost all the
time. We will miss his music and his infectious smile.
Take care old friend!

11

Student achievement at 2019
FFA District #4 competition

Our students did extremely well in the FFA
District #4 competition in February. Although the
event was moved to a snow date, the competitors
held their own in a district field that also includes
FFA chapters from Afton, Delaware Academy, DCMO
BOCES, ONC BOCES, Oxford Academy, Sidney,
Unadilla Valley, Walton and Windsor. Congratulations
to all for their hard work and exemplary achievement,
and to Mr. Barkman for his leadership.
In the Agricultural Issues Forum, team members
studied dairy tariffs and the idea of a quota system.
The team comprising Paige Warren, Joe Roodenburg,
Austin Sherman, Maygan Roy, and Justin Graham
earned 2nd place and will move on to SubState competition.
In the Senior Extemporaneous Speaking Contest,
Paige Warren earned 1st place and Aspen Grisolini
earned 3rd place, so both will move on to SubStates.
Otselic Valley has won this level three years in a row,
with credit to long-team FFA advisor and ag teacher
Mrs. Robinson and student Justin Rodda, and we
were happy to continue the tradition in 2019. Other
winners: Joe (5th), Austin (6th), Marin (7th), Maygan
(8th), and Justin (10th).
The Senior Employment Interview competition
included Joe, Austin, and Maygan who earned 7th,
11th, and 12th places, respectively.
In the Junior contests, Cole Warren earned 3rd place
in Creed Speaking, and 1st place in Extemporaneous
Speaking. He will move on to Sub State in both categories.
Sub State competition will be held Saturday,
March 16 at Unadilla Valley. Otselic Valley will be
there!
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Robert Berson, Superintendent of Schools, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

March
7 PTO Meeting
		 Third Interim Marking Period Ends
		 Finance Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 6:00 p.m.
9 Futsal Tournament
10 Futsal Tournament
14 Facilities Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 6:00 p.m.
15 Interim Reports Mailed
16 Morning Program Spirit Day—Leprechauns
18 Modified Baseball and Softball Practice Begins
21 Honor Society Induction Ceremony
		 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
		 Finance Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 5:30 p.m.
24 Booster Club Youth Soccer Tournament
27 Policy Committee Meeting, Conference Room,
6:00 p.m.
29 Spring Musical
30 Spring Musical

April
2
3
		
4
		

Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment
Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment
Booster Club Meeting
Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment
Finance Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 5:30 p.m.
		 PTO Meeting
5 Marking Period Ends
8-12 Spirit Week
11 BOE Mtg. OV Budget Adoption, 7:00 p.m.
12 7-12 Report Cards Mailed
		Springfest
13 Modified Futsal Tournament
15 No School—Spring Recess, Offices Open
16 No School—Spring Recess, Offices Open
17 No School—Spring Recess, Offices Open
		 Shared Decision Making Committee Meeting
18 No School—Spring Recess, Offices Open
19 No School—Good Friday, Offices Closed
20 6th Grade Parent Breakfast
		 Morning Program Spirit Day—Crazy
24 Finance Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 5:30 p.m.
		 BOE Mtg. Regular Meeting and BOCES Admin
Budget Vote, 7:00 p.m.
25 Facilities Committee Meeting, Conference
Room, 5:30 p.m.
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