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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Superintendent’s Message

Soon we will be adopting a budget that will have
implications for our current and future Vikings.
During this process, we have received input from
the community through public meetings, a budget
survey and individual conversations. Many of
the conversations have given us ideas to further
investigate and pursue.
In the March newsletter, I discussed that our
current fiscal deficit for the 2011-2012 school year
was close to $500,000. This is due to numerous
factors including increases in pension, utility, health
insurance and payroll costs. Most importantly is the
large decrease in State Aid of $247,582 or 4.6%.
When dealing with such a deficit, we have to
evaluate our current programs to determine if we
can operate more effectively and efficiently. During
this evaluation, we took note of our 3rd-8th grade
New York State Assessment scores and noticed a
perplexing trend. There appeared to be a significant
drop in our scores from elementary to junior high
when compared with the other 16 schools in the
DCMO BOCES. While ELA and Social Studies was
relatively consistent, there was a decrease in our
ranking in both Science and Math. Over the past four
years in Science, we average a 10th place ranking at the
elementary level, but dropped to a 14th place ranking
in junior high. This was much larger for Math with
our ranking going from an average of 4th to 15th.
If this change only happened one year or in one
subject, a likely cause could be the students or test
at that level. But the decrease is happening each and
every year. This leads us to believe that the transition
from the elementary to the junior high is partly to
blame for this trend.
To address this trend, we will be moving the 5th
and 6th grade classes to the Jr./Sr. High campus next
Fall. This was not an easy decision, but it makes

the best sense for our students. We have discussed
numerous hurdles that we will need to overcome.
We will be adjusting room assignments within the
High School to provide three rooms together for the
5/6 team. This will provide a slight separation for the
team to help our 5th and 6th graders transition into
being junior high students. Students in 5/6 will be
able to go to other classrooms for art, music, library,
physical education and lunch, but still be contained
within these three rooms for their core subjects.
This move will also benefit our current junior
high students by providing flexibility within their
schedules to address the numerous State education
mandates. The move will also improve the ability of
the 5th-8th grade junior high staff to work together.
The move of 5/6 to the Jr./Sr. High School also
allows us to partially address the current budget.
By making the change, two open positions from
retirements will not be replaced. This fills one quarter
of our current deficit. The change will also have an
effect by magnifying other inefficiencies. Instead of
cutting numerous programs, inefficiencies in our
current programs can be used to close the budget gap.
I’m sure there will be other hurdles to overcome
as we make the change. We will tackle those issues
so that we can continue to improve our programs
and provide a quality education for
all our Vikings. Your continued input will help us
make positive changes.
We look forward to
hearing from you.
— Richard J. Hughes,
Superintendent
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Elementary Library
and Kindergarten News

The Elementary Kindergarten presented the world
premier of Caps for Sale on February 17. Mrs. McGrath,
kindergarten teacher, and Mrs. Hammer, elementary
librarian, worked with these actors and stage hands
to adapt the book by Esphyr Slobodkina, create sets
of a town and a tree, fold paper hats and act out the
tale of three peddlers, a bunch of monkeys and some
monkey business.
The cast and crew included
Announcer...................................... Ryan Gillette
Sign Holder.............................. Leanna Rothwell
Peddlers.............................................. Tori Foster,
Danny Roodenberg Cassidy Will
Monkeys................. Alex Agren, Emily Alvarez,
Nicholas Anderson, Padin Atwood, Brandon
Blanco, Colby Campbell, Olin Comfort, Ryan
Gillette, Jerith Harr, Robert Huntley, Jordyn
Jones, Sirus Marshall, Nicholas Palmer,
Dominick Perry, Allison Winn
Stage Crew......................................... Jadan Fink,
Kameron Marshall, Joe Thiel, Ellie Wood
Props.......................................... Mrs. Cindy Neal

Echoes, Echoes, Echoes . . .

Sixth grade writers from OV have been honored by
Echoes. Echoes is a creative writing contest run by
the Merry-Go-Round Youth Theatre. The Merry-GoRound Youth Theatre is an acting guild that travels to
schools across upstate New York. Their actors memorize the winning entries, build props and create music
to go along with the writing. Later, actors bring the
work to life for the students by performing the play
to schools throughout the State. Nathanial Morse
was awarded an Honorable Mention for his writing
called Super Monkey. Jennifer Centner also received
an Honorable Mention for her work titled Finding
Myself Part 1. My Dad earned Shelby Stone the award
of Excellence in Writing. Mersades Cruikshank
received the top honor of Showcase Author; her work
titled My Mom was selected from over 4,000 entrants
to be included in the performance. Congratulations
Nathanial, Jennifer, Shelby and Mersades!

Congratu lations to all for a job we ll d one.
L-r: Nathanial Morse, Jennifer Centner,
Shelby Stone and Mersades Cruikshank

Social Studies News
7th Grade
Junior High Social Studies classes have had the
privilege of having Mr. Quinn from Cortland State as
their student teacher for the last few weeks. He has
been working with the 7th grade students brushing up
their DBQ (document based questions) writing skills
and working on studying famous African Americans
for Black History Month.
8th Grade
The 8th grade students have been learning about
World War II. They will be starting a unit on the
Holocaust in which they will choose a specific topic
to research such as Rescue, Resistance, Ghettos or
Concentration Camps. The unit will culminate with a
guest speaker named Marion Blumenthal Lazan who
survived the concentration camp.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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FFA News

The OV FFA is pleased to announce that Mrs. Robinson
has been able to procure a water based hydraulic trainer
from the Ag. Engineering Department at SUNY Cobleskill.
We are looking forward to using this in our Ag. Mechanics
classes on hydraulics. Thank you, SUNY Cobleskill.
— Travis Sheldon, FFA Reporter

Emergency School
Closings Stations
Radio Stations
WSYR-AM 570
WBBS-FM B104.7
WHEN-AM 620
WKXZ-FM 94
WZOZ-FM
WSRK-FM 103.9
WNSS-AM
WHWK-FM 98.1
WAAL-FM 99.1

WYYY-FM 94.5
WWHT-FM 107.9
WCHN-AM 97
WBKT-FM 95.3
WDOS-AM 730
WNTQ-FM 93Q
WNBF-AM 1290
WWYL-FM 104.1

Television Stations
WSTM-TV 3
WIXT-TV 9
YOUR NEWS NOW (10)

WTVH-TV 5
WBNG-TV 12

Please Note
If our school begins with a one-hour delay, depending on
weather conditions one of four things could happen:
• we may open;
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then open;
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then close; or
• we could close.
So, please continue to watch and listen for updates.

Don’t Be Fooled —
Synthetic Doesn’t Mean Safe

In my last newsletter article I spoke to the
dangers of marijuana abuse and current trends.
I promised a follow-up to this topic simply for
the reason that this is such a commonly abused
drug amongst teens in the U.S. In this article
I would like to inform you of something you
may not have heard about; this being synthetic
marijuana or synthetic cannabinoids.
Synthetic marijuana is commonly sold under
various brand names including Spice, K2,
Blaze and Red X Dawn among others. It may
surprise you to find out that these drugs can
be purchased legally at your local smoke shop,
gas stations and convenience stores or from the
internet. Health warnings have been issued by
numerous state and local public health departments and poison control centers describing
the adverse health effects associated with
these synthetic cannabinoids and their related
products, including agitation, anxiety, nausea,
vomiting, tachycardia (fast, racing heartbeat),
elevated blood pressure, tremor, seizures,
hallucinations, paranoid behavior and nonresponsiveness. The full danger of these drugs
has not yet been determined. Synthetic marijuana is packaged to appeal to young people
eager to use marijuana, but who are afraid of
the possible legal consequences.
The good news is that the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA) is aware of the dangers of
synthetic marijuana and has started to take
action. The Administrator of the DEA is
issuing the final order to temporarily place
five synthetic cannabinoids into the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA) pursuant to the temporary
scheduling provisions. This means that five
of the most common synthetic cannabinoids
cannot be sold legally. There are, however, 210
other synthetic cannabinoids that are not yet
regulated by the DEA.
For more information on this topic visit
http://www.justice.gov/dea/index.htm or contact
me at the school. As I always say, it is important
to educate yourself on these topics.
— Catherine Lamphier Young,
Prevention Counselor
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Guidance News
Financial Aid and College Readiness

On February 10, Jim Hanley from NYS Higher Education came
to speak to all Seniors at OV regarding Financial Aid and College
Readiness. Mr. Hanley touched on various topics including how
financial aid is determined, how to apply for financial aid, who
receives financial aid and where students should turn for information regarding loans and scholarships. Students were shown a
PowerPoint ® presentation while also having an opportunity to ask
questions to gain further insight into how one is expected to afford
college tuition. Seniors attending college post-graduation can fill out
the Financial Aid application by visiting www.FASFA.gov.
15th Annual Syracuse National College Fair
New York State Fair Grounds, Syracuse
Sunday, April 3, 1:00-4:00 p.m. and
Monday, April 4, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
The fair is open and free to all students, parents and counselors
who are interested in learning more about opportunities in higher
education. There are currently over 200 colleges and universities
registered to participate in the Fair.
In addition, we have planned a series of workshops for students
and parents on Sunday afternoon, including Financing Your Education
(presented twice) and Five Steps of Planning, Saving and Paying for
College, sponsored by Sallie Mae. The Counseling Center will be
available for students and parents to have one-on-one advising about
the college admission/selection process and programs of study.
It is strongly recommended that parents and students take advantage
of this opportunity to discover the many career paths and inquire
about various colleges that are offered to students. Students may
pre-register for the College Fair at www.gotomyncf.com.
Juniors —Remember to sign up for the SAT exam
Date of Exam
Register By
May 7
April 8
June 4
May 6
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Holocaust Survivor
to Speak at HS

On April 4, at 1:00 p.m., Holocaust
survivor Marion Blumenthal Lazan will
speak at OVHS. Mrs. Lazan is the author
of the award-winning book Four Perfect
Pebbles, and a world-traveling speaker.
Students will have the opportunity to
meet Mrs. Lazan and to hear firsthand
about her experiences as a nine year-old
child interned with her family in the
German concentration camp of BergenBelsen, the same camp in which Anne
Frank died.
Members of the school community
are welcome to attend. Mrs. Lazan’s
book will be offered for sale; the author
will inscribe each one personally.
The event is made possible by an
Arts in Education grant. We would
also like to thank OVIPPA for their
contribution to travel expenses and the
Broadlawns Bed and Breakfast in South
Otselic for their donation of lodging.
We look forward to a wonderful event!
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February 2011
Citizens of the Month

During the 2010-2011 school year the Otselic Valley
Jr./Sr. High School selects students on a monthly
basis to receive the Otselic Valley Citizen of the Month
Award. This award honors students who have met the
following criteria.
A. positive interaction with teachers
B. positive interaction with peers
C. satisfactory academic performance
D. following the rules
Congratulations to the following:

Sierra Puccio,
daughter of Lawrence and Katy Puccio
Grade 8 Jennifer Rhoades,
daughter of Harold and Heather Rhoades
Grade 9 Carly Stone,
daughter of Timothy and Wendy Stone
Grade 10 Esther Lyon,
daughter of Jay and Judy Lyon
Grade 11 Charles Bishop III,
son of Charles and Kellie Bishop, Jr.
Grade 12 Jacob DeRochie,
son of Frederick and Tammi DeRochie
Grade 7

It is Research Season in
the High School Library!

Mr. Foor-Pessin’s College English students have
recently begun work on their research papers.
The multi-step process began with preliminary
research in potential areas of interest and the
development of their theses. Mr. Foor-Pessin and
Mrs. LeBlanc have been working collaboratively
to introduce the students to the college level
research process, including how to effectively access
scholarly articles in the SUNY Morrisville databases.
Initial research topics have included sports injuries
and concussions in high school, the effects of art
therapy on people with Alzheimer’s disease and
criminal investigation with new technologies, to name
a few. While this is only the beginning of the process,
we look forward to reading their final papers!
Meanwhile, with their Black History project,
Mrs. Morse’s seventh graders have been introduced to
the skills of paraphrasing and bibliographic citation.
The students are working on creating research posters of famous Americans. In addition, we are looking
forward to beginning our eighth grade Holocaust
research project. This year, Mrs. Kalin will join
Mrs. Morse and Mrs. LeBlanc in making the unit truly
cross-curricular.

Emergency and Contact
Information Update

Emergency and contact information update forms
were sent to the parents of every student enrolled in
Otselic Valley. It is important to return these forms
as they will help us with accurate information for
the Global Connect system as well as transportation
routing software. If you have questions, please contact
the Elementary Office or High School Office.

Senior Bianca Kelly at work in the library preparing
for her New Visions Advanced Study Project. Bianca
will be presenting her research poster at a scholarly
event on the SUNY Morrisville campus, where she will
discuss at-risk students and alternative intervention
and prevention programs. Way to go, Bianca!
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Spring Sports Schedules
Modified Baseball

Varsity Baseball

April
26 Stockbridge Valley.................. Home................... 4:30
29 Madison.................................... Away................... 4:30

March
30 Morris....................................... Home................... 4:30

May
3 Cincinnatus............................. Home................... 4:30
9 DeRuyter................................... Away................... 4:30
11 Brookfield................................ Home................... 4:30
13 McGraw.................................... Away................... 4:30
16 Stockbridge Valley................... Away................... 4:30
18 Madison................................... Home................... 4:30
20 Cincinnatus.............................. Away................... 4:30
25 DeRuyter.................................. Home................... 4:30
27 Brookfield................................. Away................... 4:30
31 McGraw................................... Home................... 4:30
Modified Softball
April
26 Stockbridge Valley.................. Home................... 4:30
29 Madison.................................... Away................... 4:30
May
3 Cincinnatus............................. Home................... 4:30
9 DeRuyter................................... Away................... 4:30
11 Brookfield................................ Home................... 4:30
13 McGraw.................................... Away................... 4:30
16 Stockbridge Valley................... Away................... 4:30
18 Madison................................... Home................... 4:30
20 Cincinnatus.............................. Away................... 4:30
25 DeRuyter.................................. Home................... 4:30
27 Brookfield................................. Away................... 4:30
31 McGraw................................... Home................... 4:30

GO
VIKINGS!

April
4 Stockbridge Valley.................. Home................... 4:30
6 Madison.................................... Away................... 4:30
8 Cincinnatus............................. Home................... 5:30
14 DeRuyter................................... Away................... 5:30
19 Brookfield................................ Home................... 5:30
21 McGraw.................................... Away................... 4:30
25 Morris........................................ Away................... 5:30
26 Stockbridge Valley................... Away................... 5:30
29 Madison................................... Home................... 5:30
May
2 George Jr. Republic................. Home................... 5:30
3 Cincinnatus.............................. Away................... 4:30
5 George Jr. Republic.................. Away................... 4:30
9 DeRuyter.................................. Home................... 4:30
11 Brookfield................................. Away................... 4:30
13 McGraw................................... Home................... 4:30
Varsity Softball
March
30 Morris....................................... Home................... 4:30
April
4 Stockbridge Valley.................. Home................... 4:30
6 Madison.................................... Away................... 4:30
8 Cincinnatus............................. Home................... 4:30
14 DeRuyter................................... Away................... 4:30
19 Brookfield................................ Home................... 4:30
21 McGraw.................................... Away................... 4:30
25 Morris........................................ Away................... 4:30
26 Stockbridge Valley................... Away................... 4:30
29 Madison................................... Home................... 4:30
May
3 Cincinnatus.............................. Away................... 4:30
9 DeRuyter.................................. Home................... 4:30
11 Brookfield................................. Away................... 4:30
13 McGraw................................... Home................... 4:30

Approved Meal Prices for 2010-2011

Prices below are correct. The prices listed on the free and reduced price school meals application are incorrect.
High School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25

Paid
$1.25

Adult
$2.00

Paid
$1.75

Adult
$3.50

Elementary School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25

Paid
$1.25

Adult
$2.00

Paid
$1.75

Adult
$3.50

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAI D
South Otselic,
NY 13155
PERMIT #3

Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
David Cruikshank, President
Dale Fox, Vice President
Gregory Brown
Douglas Evans
Terri Hammond
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Board Member Nominating
Petition Deadline

Petitions nominating candidates for the office
of member of the Board of Education shall be filed
with the Clerk of said School District at her office
in the Junior/Senior High School, 125 County Road
13A, South Otselic, NY, not later than Monday,
April 18, 2011 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. Each petition shall be directed to the Clerk
of the District, shall be signed by at least 25 voters of
the District, and must state the name and residence
of the candidate.

Reminder to Parents

Any parent wishing transportation for his/her
child to the non-public schools for the 2011-2012 school
year must submit a written request by April 1, 2011 to:
Mr. Richard J. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
PO Box 161
South Otselic, NY 13155

Calendar of Events
April
1

Spring Musical Guys and Dolls, MPR

		

Sub State Envirothon Competition, Greenville

2
4
7
8

11-15
18

22
27

Spring Musical Guys and Dolls, MPR
Holocaust Survivor Marion Lazan
Presentation, MPR, 1:00 p.m.
Athletic Booster Club Mtg., HS

7-12 Sixth Marking Period Ends
No School — Spring Recess

Board of Education Mtg., Elem. Gym, 7:30 p.m.
No School — Good Friday

Regional Envirothon Competition

*Be sure to
check the OV
website,
www.ovcs.org
for additions
and updates.
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