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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Superintendent’s Message
In last month’s newsletter,
I discussed the inequities in
school aid that low wealth
school districts, like Otselic
Valley, face in comparison to
high wealth school districts.
Our State government recently
passed a new tax code that will
increase State revenue. What
remains to be seen is how any
increases to school funding will
be distributed. If the current State formula is used,
the disparity between the haves and have nots will
continue to grow.
In early December, the DCMO BOCES, in conjunction with the Chenango County School Boards
Association, held its annual Legislative Breakfast.
In previous years, the breakfast was held in late
January, with school board members and school
superintendents as the audience. The legislators
attempted to answer questions from the audience.
This year, we changed the format to involve community members, local business representatives and
students. The addition of student representatives was
especially important as a reminder to our legislators
that they must represent our children instead of the
political alliances with their downstate leadership.
Our legislators heard speeches pertaining to
inequities in school funding, unrealized mandate
relief and how schools can help drive the expansion
of businesses in our region. The final two speakers
were two of our own, Logan Carsten and Michael
Larkin. These young gentlemen, from the OV Class of
2012, shared their personal stories and their concerns
about education in New York State. Both explained
how students in our area are at a disadvantage when
applying to college. This is not because of ability but
the lack of opportunities to take advanced placement
and college courses due to inequitable State Funding.

Mike and Logan asked our local legislators why is our
education less valuable than others just because of where
we live? The response from those in attendance was
overwhelming. Logan and Mike are two fine examples
of the future leaders that Otselic Valley has and will
continue to produce.
Over the next few months, we will work to keep
you, the public, informed about the State budget and
its impact on our local school budget. By working
together and letting our local legislators know that our
Vikings deserve the same opportunities as students in
wealthy schools, we can change things for the better.
Please consider contacting (information on page 2) a
representative today to let them know how you feel.
Sincerely,
Richard J. Hughes
Otselic Valley Superintendent
DCMO BOCES Legislative Committee Co-Chair

School Approved Lunch
Prices for 2011-2012
Elementary School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
High School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25

Paid
$1.15

Adult
$2.00

Paid
$1.75

Adult
$3.50

Paid
$1.25

Adult
$2.00

Paid
$1.85

Adult
$3.50
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Contact Your Representative Today
Governor Andrew Cuomo
Office of the Governor
Executive Chamber
Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

The Honorable Senator James L. Seward
NY 51st Senate District
41 South Main Street
Oneonta, NY 13820

The Honorable William Magee
NY State Assembly 111th District
214 Farrier Avenue
Oneida, NY 13421

The Honorable Gary Finch
NY State Assembly 123rd District
69 South Street
Auburn, NY 13021

Chancellor Merryl H. Tisch
Board of Regents Office
89 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 12234

Regent James R. Tallon, Jr.
United Hospital Fund
1411 Broadway, 12th Floor
New York, NY 10018

Emergency School
Closings Stations
WSYR-AM 570
WNTQ-FM 93Q
WYYY-FM 94.5
WNSS-AM
WBBS-FM B104.7
WNBF-AM 1290
WWHT-FM 107.9
WHWK-FM 98.1
WHEN-AM 620
WWYL-FM 104.1
WCHN-AM 97
WAAL-FM 99.1
WKXZ-FM 94
WSTM-TV 3
WBKT-FM 95.3
WTVH-TV 5
WZOZ-FM
WIXT-TV 9
WDOS-AM 730
WBNG-TV 12
WSRK-FM 103.9
YOUR NEWS NOW (10)
Please Note: If our school begins with a one-hour
delay, depending on weather conditions one of four
things could happen:
• we may open;
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then open;
• we could go to a two-hour delay, then close; or
• we could close.
So, please continue to watch and listen for updates.

Start the Day
(and the Year) Right!

Make giving your kids a healthy breakfast every
day one of your New Year’s resolutions.
If you do not have much time in the morning or
your kids are not hungry when they wake up, send
them to school for breakfast. Healthy food choices
are available every morning in the cafeteria for all
students. We cannot wait to see them there!
Help your kids to make this semester a success —
encourage them to eat breakfast!

Honor Society Food Drive

The National Honor Society and National Junior Honor Society held a food drive to benefit the local
food pantries in South Otselic and Georgetown. Students in grades K-12 donated non-perishable food
items, and worked as a team to help stock the pantries. Student leaders within each Honor Society helped
to organize and manage the food drive, further demonstrating their leadership skills. Thank you to all
that donated food items for this drive. We appreciate your support.
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Reserve Your K-12
Yearbook Today!

K-12 Color Yearbooks may be reserved from now
until January 31, 2012 for $54 (this includes 8% sales
tax). A non-refundable deposit of $20 is due for each
book reserved. Books ordered after January 31 will
cost $60. If you do not preorder we cannot guarantee
you a book.
The balance must be paid in full by May 1, 2012
or your reservation will be canceled. All reservations will be conducted through the High School or
online. To order books please complete the form below,
detach, and mail to:
Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School
P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155
The number of books available is limited so reserve your
book today!
NEW !
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K-12 Yearbook Order Form
Please Print Clearly
Name of person receiving/picking up book
_________________________________________________
Deliver to: ______ Elementary_____High School
Teacher (Elem. only)
_________________________________________

High School Library News

The high school book club is off to another great
start! Our thirty members are now reading one of two
books: The Help, by Stockett, and Lockdown: Escape
From Furnace by Smith. We are looking forward to
another holiday trip to the Elementary School to read
to the young students there. This year’s fundraisers
include Boxtops for Education, a Viking Nylon Bag
Sale, and a Saturday Holiday Giftwrapping for Donations
event at Barnes and Noble in New Hartford. (Would
you like to purchase a nylon bag? Contact Mrs. LeBlanc.)
We also hope to do a book swap of our favorite titles
after the holidays, and, of course, our yearly spring
trip to Barnes and Noble to select our own books to
read.
Some of the collaborative projects going on in
the library have been the 8th grade Immigration
Research project with Mrs. Morse, the 7th grade
This is Me project with Mrs. Kalin, and the 6th grade
Love is Louder Videos project with Ms. Mashlykin.
For the latter, the 6th graders have been learning to use
iMovie to superimpose their videos using the green
screen feature. Fifth and sixth graders have also been
visiting the library for small reading groups.

Seniors Only: Name Plate $8 (due with deposit)
Name:___________________________________
Sorry, no nicknames.
Number of books ordered:__________________
Amount enclosed: $_______________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook.
Do not send cash through the mail.)
Address for Receipt:
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

Book Club member Howard Straight clipping
Boxtops for Education. Boxtops donations may
be sent to the High School, attn: Mrs. LeBlanc.
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Cold or Flu?
The flu and cold season is starting to approach. The
flu season usually lasts from November-April. Below
is a guide that you may find helpful if you are not sure
if you have the flu or the cold. You should call your
doctor as soon as you or your child shows symptoms
of the flu. One way to reduce your risk of getting the
flu is to get a flu vaccine. The flu vaccine reduces the
average person’s chances of catching the flu by 80%

during the season. Good health habits help prevent
the spread of the flu or a cold.
• Wash your hands thoroughly and frequently.
• Never share cups and eating utensils.
• Stay home from work or school when you are sick.
• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when
you cough and sneeze.
For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/flu

COLD OR FLU?
SYMPTOM

COLD

Fever is pretty rare with a cold.

Fever is usually present with the flu. 80% of flu
cases include a fever. A temperature of 100º F
or higher for 3 to 4 days is
associated with the flu.

Slight body aches and pains can be part
of a cold.

Severe aches and pains are common with the
flu.

Chills are uncommon with a cold.

Chills are fairly common in most flu cases. 60%
of flu cases include chills. Chills and shivering
are a normal reaction to a cold environment, but
unexplained chills can also be a sign of the flu.

Tiredness is fairly mild with a cold.

Tiredness is moderate to severe with the flu. It’s
normal to feel tired at the end of a long day or
when you don’t get adequate sleep, but unexplained tiredness can be a sign of the flu.

Cold symptoms are not sudden and
develop over a few days.

The flu has a rapid onset within 3-6 hours. The
flu hits hard and includes sudden symptoms like
high fever, aches and pains

FEVER

ACHES

CHILLS

TIREDNESS

SUDDEN SYMPTOMS

FLU

COUGHING

A hacking, productive (mucus producing) A nonproductive cough that does not produce
cough is often present with a cold.
mucus is usually present with the flu. Dry cough
is present in 80% of flu cases.

SNEEZING

Sneezing is commonly present with a
cold.

Sneezing is not commonly present with the flu.

STUFFY NOSE

A stuffy nose usually accompanies a
cold and typically resolves spontaneously within a week.

Stuffy nose is not commonly present with the
flu.

Sore throat is commonly present with a
cold. A sore throat is pain and inflammation in the throat that usually comes with
a cold.
Chest discomfort is mild to moderate
with a cold.

Sore throat is not commonly present with the
flu.

A headache is fairly uncommon with a
cold.

A headache is very common with the flu, present in 80% of flu cases.

SORE THROAT

CHEST DISCOMFORT

HEADACHE

DISCLAIMER:
This is not a substitute for a professional, on-site medical diagnosis. Visit your doctor or other healthcare professional for an accurate diangosis of the flu or cold.

Chest discomfort is often severe with the flu.
Chest discomfort is pain or abnormal sensations
that you feel anywhere along the front of your
body between your neck and upper abdomen.

fluFACTS.com
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Boys’ Junior Varsity and
Varsity Basketball
2011-2012

January
4....Wednesday.... Madison...........................H..... 5:30
10....Tuesday......... Cincinnatus.....................H..... 5:30
14....Saturday........ Tyburn (V only)...............A..... 5:30
17....Tuesday......... Brookfield........................A..... 5:30
20....Friday............ Stockbridge......................H..... 5:30
24....Tuesday......... George Jr. Republic.........H.....4:30
27....Friday............ McGraw............................A..... 5:30
February
3....Friday............ DeRuyter..........................H..... 5:30
8....Wednesday.... Cincinnatus.....................A..... 5:30
9....Thursday....... G-MU...............................H..... 5:30

Noticias Españoles

With our new technologies in the classrooms we
are able to bring more real life experiences to our
students. The ability to use Youtube has been an
essential element for our students as we have been
able to view music videos from across the globe. The
new servers in our school have also been an essential
component to the success of our students because we
can browse the web more efficiently. The students can
discover new elements of the Hispanic world. We have
been able to stream weather reports in Spanish, news
reports, international sport broad casts, and much
more. Overall, I have been able to bring my students
to different parts of the globe without leaving the
classroom. I look forward to seeing what else I can
do with the new technology!
—Señorita Connelly

Girls’ Junior Varsity and
Varsity Basketball

2011-2012
January
5....Thursday....... DeRuyter....................... H.......6:00
10....Tuesday......... Cincinnatus.................. A........ 5:30
12....Thursday....... Morrisville-Eaton......... A........6:00
14....Saturday........ Tyburn (V).................... A........ 3:30
18....Wednesday.... Hamilton....................... H.......6:00
19....Thursday....... Stockbridge (V)............. H.......6:00
23....Monday......... Stockbridge................... A........6:00
27....Friday ........... DeRuyter....................... A........6:00
February
9....Thursday....... Stockbridge................... A........6:00

Girls’ Modified Basketball

2012
January
25....Wednesday.... DeRuyter..........................A.....4:30
27....Friday............ Cincinnatus.....................H.....4:30
30....Monday......... Stockbridge......................H.....4:30
February
1....Wednesday.... Madison...........................H.....4:30
3....Friday............ McGraw............................A.....4:30
6....Monday......... DeRuyter..........................H.....4:30
8....Wednesday.... Cincinnatus.....................A.....4:30
10....Friday............ Stockbridge......................A.....4:30
13....Monday......... Madison...........................A.....4:30
15....Wednesday.... McGraw............................H.....4:30

Regents Exam Schedule
Tuesday, January 24
Integrated Algebra, 8:30 a.m.
RCT in Global Studies, 9:15 a.m.
Comprehensive English, 12:30 p.m.
Physical Setting/Physics, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 25
Living Environment, 8:30 a.m.
RCT in US History & Gov’t., 9:15 a.m.
Algebra 2/Trigonometry, 12:30 p.m.
RCT Mathematics, 1:15 p.m.
Thursday, January 26
RE in US History & Gov’t., 8:30 a.m.
Geometry, 8:30 a.m.
RCT in Science, 9:15 a.m.
Physical Setting/Chemistry, 12:30 p.m.
Physical Setting/Earth Science, 12:30 p.m.
RCT in Reading, 1:15 p.m.
Friday, January 27
RE in Global History, 8:30 a.m.
RCT in Writing, 9:15 a.m.
Uniform Admissions Deadlines
Morning Exams
10:00 a.m.
Afternoon Exams
2:00 p.m.
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OV FFA Continues the
Veterans’ Day Program

For many years, the Otselic Valley Veterans’ Day Program was
synonymous with the Elementary School, Mrs. Robin Leinbach,
Mrs. Jude Smith, Mrs. Winnie Sortman and the Elementary
Cafeteria Staff. Because of retirement and faculty downsizing,
these legendary figures were no longer able to organize the
annual program to honor our local veterans. After much searching, the Otselic Valley FFA was approached to continue this
distinguished work and we rose to the challenge.
The program started with the FFA Color Guard procession
carrying the flag through the High School Multi-Purpose Room
and across the stage to be posted. Travis Sheldon, Sentinel, carried Old Glory. In addition to Travis, the color guard was made
up of the FFA officers: Shawn Laflair, President, Peter Robinson,
Vice-President, Carmine Saladino, Secretary, Crystal Hayner
and Jen Rhoades, co-Treasurers, Amanda Korb, Reporter and
Mark Andrews, Rep. After the Pledge of Allegiance and National
Anthem, Shawn welcomed the veterans to the program. Peter,
Carmine and Mark introduced short videos that commemorated
the veterans surviving and the veterans that gave all and did
not return. Amanda gave a tribute to Veterans’ Day. The Junior
FFA spoke about the history of our flag, Old Glory. A moving
rendition of taps ended the program and signaled the color guard
to retire the colors. A photograph of the veterans in attendance
with the FFA and Junior FFA was taken. Afterwards, a reception
for the veterans was held in the cafeteria. The applesauce/raisin
cupcakes and apple küchen were made by Mrs. Robinson’s 7th
grade Home and Career Skills Class. Thank you to Mrs. Osowski
and Katie Geiger for taking pictures.
We believe it was a dignified and moving tribute to our veterans. The veterans in attendance were Hugh Comfort, Carl
Goodrich, Charles Hathaway, Tom King, Gordon Kupiec, Bill
Mandeville, William Massey, Ossie Myers, Betty Robinson,
Mike Sheldon and William
Waltz. Thank you, veterans,
for your service.
Respectfully submitted,
Amanda Korb,
FFA Reporter

Mrs. Robinson’s 7th grade
HCS class prepares applesauce-raisin
cupcakes and apple küchen for the
Veterans’ Day program.

FFA Sponsors
Blood Drive

Save the date! You can save at least
three lives by donating just one pint of
blood! The FFA will be hosting another
blood drive on January 5, in the MPR from
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. All donors are
reminded to please drink plenty of water
and eat at least two healthy meals before
donating blood. Potential donors are asked
to contact Mrs. Robinson to schedule a
donation appointment at 315-653-7218.
You must be at least 16 years old to donate
and have a valid picture ID. If you have
donated before, please remember to bring
your donor card.

Peter Robinson and Carmine Saladino
represent OV FFA at the Chenango
County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting.

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
South Otselic,
NY 13155
PERMIT #3

Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
Gregory Brown, President
Douglas Evans, Vice President
Terri Hammond
Donna Liuzzo
Marcia Marshall
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Eighth Grade News

The Class of 2016 would like to thank all of the
parents that helped with our fun night! We had a
great time and the event was a success! Thank you!

Ninth Grade News

The Class of 2015 would like to thank the community for their support of our Little Caesar’s pizza
kit sale. It was a great success, made possible by you!
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Calendar of Events
January
2 No School — New Year’s Day Observed
3 Girls Modified Basketball Practice begins
5 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
11 Shared Decision Making Meeting
16 No School — Martin Luther King Jr. Day
18 Board of Education Meeting, Elementary School,
7:30 p.m.
23-27 Regents Exams
27 Second Marking Period Ends
28 All County Winter Music Festival,
Unadilla Valley CSD
		 SAT Exam
30 No School — Superintendent’s Conference Day
31 Second Semester Begins
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