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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Superintendent’s Message
As promised in the October newsletter, we will
work to address your questions and concerns in future
newsletters. The results from exit polling, taken during
last May’s budget vote, contained comments on many
different topics. One area that all schools work to
improve and maintain is their buildings and grounds.
That is certainly the case here at Otselic Valley.
We received many comments about maintenance.
Some mentioned keeping the buildings and school
grounds cleaner while others mentioned making
improvements to the buildings. Both of which are
goals of the Board of Education and myself. If you
have not been to the campus recently, please come for
a visit. Each campus has a new sign in front. The signs
not only improve the appearance at the front of each
school but also provide important dates for activities
within each building. We also have placed signs at
each campus notifying visitors that the grounds are
closed after dusk. Hopefully this will help us address
any possible noise and vandalism issues.
We have and will continue to find ways to improve
the appearance of our buildings. We have received
many positive comments regarding the vibrant shine
of the floors. Our crews used a different method to
prepare the floors this year and it has made a big
difference. Construction work is planned to address
the water drainage issues at the entrance of the
South Otselic campus closest to the gym. Also, with
the recent windstorm this past summer, we are in
the process of trimming and removing dead trees.
They are both a safety and liability risk that we need
to address to insure the safety of our students, staff
and community. As part of this effort, we will be organizing a safety committee specifically with the task
of evaluating and improving the safety within our
buildings and school grounds. If you are interested
in being a member of the committee, please contact

Gail Burpee at the District Office to provide your
contact information. We will select a cross section of
those interested to insure all groups are represented.
Most significant to our overall plan will be the
Building Condition Survey. As mandated by the
New York State Education Department, each school
district must complete a survey of their buildings
every five years. The survey is completed by construction professionals and architects. It looks at every
structural aspect of our buildings, including but
not limited to electrical, roofing, heating and cooling. Once completed this fall, the survey report will
provide a guide to improvements the District should
make to its buildings. This information will be invaluable since it prioritizes the needs of both buildings
and provides cost estimates. Once the report has been
completed, information will be provided at subsequent board meetings and shared in this newsletter.
From the great turnout at the community picnic,
bonfire and soccer games, it is easy to see the Valley
is full of Black and Gold pride. Hope to see you soon
and please come out and support all our Vikings.
— Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent

District Calendar Update
Please note the following changes to the
District Calendar.
November 12, 2010 — School Recess
• Students and staff do not report
March 24, 2011 — Parent Conference Day
• Elementary School, 11:30 a.m.
• High School, Noon
• Students will be in attendance and
dismissed at those times.
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Chenango County Students Participate in State-Wide Survey

New York State conducted the largest ever survey of
youth in the Fall of 2008 to support combined efforts
to prevent and reduce substance abuse and problem
gambling. The Youth Development Survey (YDS) was
conducted by OASAS (Office of Alcohol and Substance
Abuse Services) to improve the state’s efforts to
promote healthy youth development and benefit all
New Yorkers. This survey is a huge task and is done
only every few years. Three schools from Chenango
County were asked to participate in this state-wide
survey. Last year the results were published and we
are now able to see where Chenango County youth
stand in comparison to the entire state. I will be sharing some of these results through District newsletters
to make community members aware of trends related
to underage drinking, tobacco, school dropout and
violence prevention.
As stated in the YDS; research on risk and
protective factors has important implications for
prevention efforts. The premise of this approach is
that in order to promote positive youth development
and prevent problem behaviors, it is necessary to
address those factors that predict the problem.
By measuring risk and protective factors in a

Approved Meal Prices

Prices below are correct. The prices
listed on the previous Free and Reduced Price
School Meals Application were incorrect and
has been revised to match as follows:
High School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
Paid
$0.00
$0.25
$1.25

Adult
$2.00

Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25

Paid
$1.75

Adult
$3.50

Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
Paid
 	 $0.00
$0.25
$1.15

Adult
$2.00

Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
 	 $0.00
$0.25

Adult
$3.50

Elementary School

Paid
$1.65

population, specific risk factors that are elevated
and widespread can be identified and targeted by
preventive interventions that also promote related
protective factors. For example, if academic failure is
identified as an elevated risk factor in a community,
then mentoring and tutoring interventions can be
provided that will improve academic performance,
and also increase opportunities and rewards for
classroom participation.
An example of one area that was addressed in
the YDS is as follows; when young people are given
more opportunities to participate meaningfully in
important activities at school, they are less likely to
engage in drug use and other problem behaviors.
The YDS showed that while a high number of
students are aware of the opportunities for prosocial involvement in their communities, families
and schools, a significantly lower number of students
actually participate in these activities.
You as a community member can encourage
teens to get involved with local clubs, community
organizations, volunteerism and other such activities.
At school, students can be involved in sports, clubs,
mentoring, etc. An example of an activity that 5th-8th
grade students can join that you may not be aware of
is The Drug Quiz Show. Participation in The Drug
Quiz Show means having an opportunity to gain
knowledge, practice skills and enhance the selfesteem needed to make healthy decisions regarding
a variety of Life issues, including the use of tobacco,
alcohol, and other drugs. For more information contact
your school’s Alcohol and Drug Prevention Counselor.
— Catherine Young, School Based Prevention Counselor

Pre-Licensing Course

There will be a five-hour pre-licensing course on
Thursday, November 4, from 3:15-9:00 p.m. The cost
is $25. You must bring your permit and a
writing utensil to class. Please sign up in
the Guidance Office if you
are interested. We need 15
participants to
hold the class.
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New Faces at OV
Caitlin Connelly
Hello, my name is Caitlin Connelly. I
am the new Spanish teacher at the High
School. I am from Syracuse. I attended
Bishop Grimes High School where I
started my education in the Spanish
language. I decided to continue learning
Spanish at the college level. I graduated from Cortland State
University with a degree in Spanish Adolescent Education.
During my Junior year of college, I studied abroad in
Salamanca, Spain, a small city in the western part of Spain.
I lived with a host family to enhance my language and
culture acclamation. I traveled the country there and
learned the Spanish language, customs and culture.
I plan on returning to Spain within the next two years for
a summer abroad. I am excited to be teaching in Otselic
Valley; it is located in such a beautiful setting. I am looking
forward to working in the small community and getting
to know the families here. Hasta pronto!
Dana Soprano
I grew up in Cortland and completed
an undergraduate degree at SUNY
Fredonia. After graduating I moved
back to Central New York for graduate
school at Cortland State University.
I completed the Master of Science in
Teaching program and am certified for grades 1-6 and 7-12
Social Studies. Currently, I am teaching second grade and
I love the age group. The second graders are curious and
eager to do their best. I know that I can hold high expectations because they continually meet or exceed them. I
love the warm atmosphere and the many welcomes I have
gotten from students, families and other staff. I am happy
to be part of the OV team!
Lara Stover
My name is Lara Stover. I am the
new Speech Language Pathologist
working at the Elementary School and
High School. I grew up in Cincinnatus
and graduated from Cincinnatus High
School in 1994. I received my bachelors
degree from Cortland State University and my masters
degree from Marywood University in Scranton, PA.
I have lived and worked in Chesapeake, Virginia for the
past several years. I enjoy spending time with my family
and friends, reading, and crafting. I am happy to be
back in central New York and look forward to the winter
ski season!

Mary Tretiak
Hi, I’m Mary Tretiak. I would
like to thank everyone for the
welcome back; it is exciting to
return, and to the High School.
Previously I was in Georgetown
at the Elementary School when
the present seniors were in 1st grade. So it is nice
to be here. I am looking forward to a great year.
Tammy Smith
Hi, my name is Tammy Smith
and I am the new secretary in
the High School Office. I am
originally from the Atlanta,
Georgia area. I have lived and
worked in the Otselic Valley
area for almost 15 years and my three children
have all attended Otselic Valley Elementary and
High School. I enjoy the various aspects of working in the High School Office and if I can be of
any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to
call on me.
Patrick Witmer
Hel lo, my na me Pat r ic k
Wit mer. I am teach ing 8t h
Grade Physical Science as well
as Physics 12. I am originally
from the East-Syracuse Minoa
area, and I graduated from ESM
High School. I received my degree in physics from
Syracuse University. Later I received my masters
in Physics Education from SUNY Oswego. The OV
school and community has been very welcoming
and supportive ever since the day I interviewed.
I am looking forward to a very successful year
with my students and the faculty! —Mr. Witmer
‘What science have you done today?’
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We are glad you could join us!
W
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OV Book Club Nylon Bag Sale
The High School Book Club is now taking preorders for our nylon bag sale. The bags are black with
gold print and have a Viking emblem and school
name on them. The bags cost $6 each and make great
stocking stuffers! If interested, please send form and
payment to Mrs. LeBlanc at the High School. Checks
should be made out to
OV High School Book
Club. Delivery will
be during the weeks
o f No ve m b e r 29 December 6.
Pick-up arrangements may be noted
on form or discussed
with Mrs. LeBlanc:
sleblanc@ovcs.org;
653 - 7218. Thanks for
your support!

Elementary
School Store
Open on Mondays
8:00-8:25 a.m. in the Cafeteria
(Plus Tax)
Pencils.......................................................... 25¢
Paper............................................................ 50¢
Fancy Pencils...................................... 35¢-$1.00
Erasers.................................................... 5¢-50¢
Crayons...................................................... $1.00
Folders.................................................. 50¢-85¢
Markers...................................................... $1.00
Bugs........................................................ 15¢-20¢
Pencil Sharpeners................................ 50¢-60¢
Colored Pencils......................................... $1.00
Grippers.................................................15¢-30¢
Pens..................................................... 69¢-$1.00
Purses........................................................ $1.25
Wire Notebooks.......................................... 50¢
Composition Book.................................... $1.00
Pencil Case......................................... 54¢-$1.00
Rulers........................................................... 50¢
USB Jump Drives......................................$8.00
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OV Nylon Bag Order Form
Name:____________________________________
Quantity:________ Total ($6 each): __________
Contact information:
Email:____________________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Pick-up arrangements:
 Please send home with my child: 	 
___________________________________________
at the indicated building.
 Elementary School
 High School
 This is a gift. Please contact me when the
bags come in and I’ll make arrangements to
pick up my order.

Junior / Senior High
School Store

The School Store is newly relocated in Room
114 and is open after school to service the needs
of the student, staff and community. Several of
the items for sale are listed below. We welcome
requests and special orders.
(Sales tax is included with purchase.)
Jump Drives — 2G.....................................$6.00
One Subject Spiral Notebooks................... 50¢
1" Binders...................................................$1.00
Composition Notebooks............................. 50¢
Loose Leaf Paper......................................... 50¢
Mechanical Pencils..................................... 25¢
Pens.............................................................. 25¢
Gel Pens....................................................... 50¢
13 Pocket Portfolios..................................$6.00
Assorted Chocolate............................... 10¢-75¢
Granola Bars....................................... 25¢-$1.00
100 Calorie Packs........................................ 25¢
If you have any questions or concerns, please do
not hesitate to call Mrs. Yafchak at the High School
653-7218 or email me at syafchak@ovcs.org.
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Physics Corner

Hello, and welcome to the Physics
Corner! The Physics Corner will be a regularly appearing column in our newsletter,
sharing what special projects are happening in Mr. Witmer’s 8th Grade Physical
Science class and Physics 12 class and lab.
By t he e nd
o f S e p t e m b e r,
t h e 8t h Grade
Physical Science
class has wrapped
up t heir g roup
presentations on
the sun. The class
had been working
Students presented their from textbooks to
slideshows about the Sun
plan their presentations, the final portion of the project. The
students worked in groups to create their
PowerPoint ® presentations using the classroom computers. The groups added color
pictures and technical information—in
their own words—into their presentation.
On the last day of the project, the groups
each presented their slideshows to the
class.
The Physics 12 students have been busy
learning about topics in Particle Physics
(the study of the smallest bits of matter)
and most recently Quantum Physics (the
study of light energy). Near the end of
September, the class performed a laboratory experiment to measure the speed of
light. The equipment used was on special loan from the Physics Department
at Cornell University. These highly precise tools allowed the students to make
extremely accurate measurements in the
laboratory. With this data and the material
they learned in class, students were able to
calculate the speed of light to within a very
close tolerance—they were pretty much
right on the mark! The lab was a success!
We are anticipating that the rest of the year
will be just as rewarding.
The continued and new activities in
learning and exploring physics with
Mr. Witmer will be showcased in the next
newsletter!

Citizen of the Month Award

During the 2010-2011 school year the Jr./Sr. High School will
be selecting students on a monthly basis to receive the Otselic
Valley Citizen of the Month Award. This award honors students
who have met the following criteria:
A. Positive interaction with teachers;
B. Positive interaction with peers;
C. Satisfactory academic performance; and
D. Following the rules.
September 2010 Citizens of the Month

Grade 7 Grace Lowry, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Lowry
Grade 8 Jessica Ossont, daughter of Mr. John Ossont
Grade 9 Dakota Marshall, daughter of Ms. Danielle
Marshall
Grade 10 Kayleena Manwarren, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Glen Lillemoen
Grade 11 Joshua Cross, son of Mr. and Mrs. James Cross
Grade 12 Karl Graham, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Graham

12 Angry Jurors

The Drama Club will be presenting the classic play 12 Angry
Jurors by Reginald Rose and adapted by Sherman L. Sergel.
The play is a story of a 19 year-old man who just stood trial for
fatally stabbing his father. While the jury of twelve discusses the
case, all feel he is guilty until an intelligent, critically thinking
juror played by 10th grader Kaity Davis questions the evidence
and her actions are opposed by all jurors including two of our
seniors, Dusty Davis and Bethany Lewis. Tensions run high
through the jury room and sometimes the jurors are pushed to
the brink of losing control before all is calmed by the Foreman
of the jury, senior Nathan Stark. The rest of the jurors bring up
important points to help assist in sentencing this boy.
12 Angry Jurors is a passionate play directed by senior Doug
Day. He has acted since eighth grade and is enjoying the time
he spends directing.
The play will be presented on the nights of November 5-6,
at 8:00 p.m. Ticket costs will be $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and
$3 for students. Hope you are there to enjoy these great nights
of acting.

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY
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Ski and Board Club

The Ski and Board Club will again be enjoying the winter season at Toggenberg Ski Center on
Wednesday evenings. Club members must be in grades 5-12 to purchase a pass and ride the bus every
Wednesday. Students younger than grade five must be accompanied by a parent, but may still ride the
bus with the parent. The cost of the pass is $115 and it includes a pass that is good
every Wednesday from the time Toggenburg opens until they close. During March
Madness, the pass is good every week day, but not on the weekends. Also included
are six, one-hour lessons for everyone over seven years-old.
Members of the community are also welcome to purchase group passes through
the club. You do not have to have a child in school. We will purchase the pass for you
at the same discounted rate, but you have to provide your own transportation. You can
still take your free lessons at an announced time of day.
If anyone is interested in joining our Ski and Board Club as a student or a community member, please contact Patsy Graham, advisor, at 315-653-7218 or
pgraham@ovcs.org. Think Snow!

Otselic Valley FFA and Junior FFA

Citrus Fruit Sale
Orders are due no later than November 12 to Mrs. Robinson.
Orders are expected to arrive the week of December 1.
Number
of 4/5 bushel
(full box)

Fruit type
Hamlins (Juice Oranges)
Tangelos

Cost for
4/5 bu.

Number
of 2/5 bushel
(1/2 box)

Cost for
2/5 bu.

$20.00

$10.00

$21.00

$10.50

$23.00

$11.50

$22.00

Pink Grapefruit
Navel Oranges

Total Cost

$11.00

We are also offering Gift Boxes, pre-packed and ready for shipping.
They come only in the size indicated below.
Gift Box Type

Cost/Box

Number
Ordering

Total Cost

Holiday Gift Pack
2/5 bushel carton
8 navel oranges, 6 red grapefruit and 8 red delicious apples
$20.00
Citrus Trio
A mix of navel oranges, red grapefruit and tangelos

2/5 bushel carton
$20.00

Member’s Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Customer’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Customer’s Telephone Number:_________________________________________________________________________________

Non-profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAI D
South Otselic,
NY 13155
PERMIT #3

Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
David Cruikshank, President
Dale Fox, Vice President
Gregory Brown
Douglas Evans
Terri Hammond
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person: Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Basketball Schedules
Boys’ JV and Varsity
December
Tue.
7
Madison................................................ A........... 5:30
Fri. 10
McGraw................................................H........... 5:30
Sat. 11
Tyburn (Varsity only).......................... A.......... TBA
Tue. 14
Stockbridge Valley............................... A........... 5:30
Mon. 20
George Jr. Republic.............................. A........... 4:30
Tue. 21
Cincinnatus.......................................... A........... 5:30
Tue. 28
DeRuyter Tournament........................ A.......... TBA
Wed. 29
DeRuyter Tournament........................ A.......... TBA
January
Tue.
4
Tyburn (Varsity only)..........................H........... 7:00
Fri.
7
Brookfield (Junior Varsity)................. A........... 5:30
Sat.
8
Brookfield (Varsity only).................... A........... 1:00
Tue. 11
Madison................................................H........... 5:30
Fri. 14
McGraw................................................ A........... 5:30
Wed. 19
Stockbridge Valley...............................H........... 5:30
Fri. 21
DeRuyter...............................................H........... 5:30
Tue. 25
George Jr. Republic..............................H........... 4:30
Fri. 28
Cincinnatus..........................................H........... 5:30
February
Fri.
4
Brookfield.............................................H........... 5:30
Fri. 11
Gilbertsville/Mt. Upton..................... A........... 5:30
Girls’ JV and Varsity
December
Tue.
7
Hamilton...............................................H........... 6:00
Fri. 10
Rome-Catholic..................................... A........... 6:00
Sat. 11
Tyburn Academy................................. A.......... TBA
Tue. 14
DeRuyter...............................................H........... 6:00
Tue. 21
Morrisville............................................ A........... 6:00
January
Tue.
4
Tyburn Academy.................................H........... 5:30
Fri.
7
Cincinnatus.......................................... A........... 5:30
Wed. 12
Madison................................................H........... 6:00
Fri. 14
DeRuyter............................................... A........... 6:00
Thu. 20
Morrisville............................................H........... 6:00
Tue. 25
Hamilton............................................... A........... 4:30
Thu. 27
Stockbridge...........................................H........... 6:00
Sat. 29
Rome-Catholic.....................................H.......... TBA
February
Thu. 3
Cincinnatus..........................................H........... 6:00

Mon. 7
Stockbridge........................................... A........... 6:00
Mon. 14
Madison................................................ A........... 6:00
Boys’ Modified
November
Wed. 10
Madison................................................ A........... 4:30
Mon. 15
McGraw................................................H........... 4:30
Wed. 17
Stockbridge Valley............................... A........... 4:30
Fri. 19
DeRuyter...............................................H........... 4:30
Mon. 22
Cincinnatus.......................................... A........... 4:30
December
Wed. 1
Brookfield............................................. A........... 4:30
Fri.
3
Madison................................................H........... 4:30
Mon. 6
McGraw................................................ A........... 4:30
Wed. 8
Stockbridge Valley...............................H........... 4:30
Fri. 10
DeRuyter............................................... A........... 4:30
Mon. 13
Cincinnatus..........................................H........... 4:30
Fri. 17
Brookfield.............................................H........... 4:30

Emergency School
Closings Stations
WSYR-AM 570
WYYY-FM 94.5
WBBS-FM B104.7
WWHT-FM 107.9
WHEN-AM 620
WCHN-AM 97
WKXZ-FM 94
WBKT-FM 95.3
WZOZ-FM
WDOS-AM 730
WSRK-FM 103.9
WNTQ-FM 93Q
WNSS-AM
WNBF-AM 1290
WHWK-FM 98.1
WWYL-FM 104.1
WAAL-FM 99.1
WSTM-TV 3
WTVH-TV 5
WIXT-TV 9
WBNG-TV 12
YOUR NEWS NOW (10)
Please Note: If our school begins with a one-hour
delay, depending on weather conditions one of four
things could happen: (1) we may open; (2) we could
go to a two-hour delay, then open; (3) we could go to
a two-hour delay, then close; (4) or we could close.
So, please continue to watch and listen for updates.

DCMO BOCES Printing Service • Norwich, NY
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Reserve Your K-12
Yearbook Today!

NEW!
ORDER ONLINE
at

www.ovcs.org/yearbook

K-12 Color Yearbooks may be reserved from now
until January 31, 2011 for $54.00 (this includes 8% sales tax).
A non-refundable deposit of $20.00 is due for each book reserved. Books ordered after
February 1 will cost $60.00. If you do not preorder we cannot guarantee you a book.
The balance must be paid in full by May 1, 2011 or your reservation will be canceled. All
reservations will be conducted through the high school or online. To order books please
complete the form below, detach, and mail to:
Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School
P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155

Yearbooks are in
FULL COLOR!

The number of books available is limited so reserve your book TODAY!
___________________________________________________________________________
K-12 Yearbook Order Form
Please Print Clearly

Name of person receiving/picking up book
____________________________________________________________________________________
Deliver to:

Elementary

High School

Teacher (elem. only) ___________________________________________________________________
SENIORS ONLY: Name Stamp $6.00 (due with deposit) Name: ________________________________
Sorry, no nicknames.
Number of books ordered: _______________________ Amount enclosed $ _______________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook. Do not send cash through the mail.)
Address for receipt ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

