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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Goals Drive Our Direction

As in the last several summers,
the instructional staff and the Board
of Education considered general
goals for the 2009-2010 school
year. Even though the activity is
done separately by each group, it
is remarkable how similar the two
groups are in their intentions.
The instructional staff intends to positively impact
student achievement by actively focusing on two items:
1.) completion of student work; and 2.) the overall quality
of that student work. Much of our professional development will be dedicated to efforts in these two areas.
I encourage you to ask each staff member about his/
her progress.
On first blush, many folks may view these items as
no-brainers. We have always expected that students will
complete their school work. We have always expected
that the school work shows each student’s best effort.
Yet, one does not have to do much research to learn that
there are significant populations of students across the
nation who fall down in both areas. In fact, it is a fair
comment that many students may fail a marking period
simply because they didn’t do the assignments or they
never really applied themselves. I have sat in on many
parent-teacher conferences where everyone agrees that
the student has the capability. So why do they not achieve
up to expectations? Inquiring minds want to know.
I would never suppose to have all of the answers
to such a complex issue. But here are a couple of general thoughts to start parents and educators thinking.
Though our goals are formed with our students in mind,
I believe that the following can apply to every one of us.
Today’s world has so many more distractions than
when I was younger. The choices that we all, adults
and youth, have are greater and growing. Some of
these choices are more attractive than others. They are
immediate or entertaining. They connect us to friends in
other locations. They relate to making money so that we

can pay bills or indulge in those distractions even more.
They help us to lose our sense of elapsed time.
Our precious time and the distractions that—let’s face
it—will not all go away means that there should be a
balance in place. Tasks, both work and play, that can’t be
accomplished in the allotted time become overwhelming.
There is no magic number here, but student work that
has an overwhelming time commitment may jeopardize
its completion and/or its quality.
Students, and all of us for that matter, want to know
how the information we are learning fits into the larger
scheme of things. They don’t want to wait four days or
four years to know how it is used. If they can’t be shown
now, the information is useless and they conclude that
they don’t need to know it. Besides, technology will
help them find it again when they need it later, anyway.
Students need a better answer than, “Because I said
so.” or, “Because the state says that we have to do it that
way.” Applicability also adds to interest, and interest can
motivate us to learn more completely.
With regard to completion and quality, the type
of feedback that a student receives can go a long way
towards helping him/her decide whether to put forth
the best effort in the future. Feedback needs to be
quick so that the intensity of the moment is not lost.
Also, feedback should partner with encouragement,
suggesting strategies to up the quality. It should leave one
with the sense that he/she CAN do better on the next try.
One of the forgotten ironies of our jobs as educators is
that while we expect to provide feedback, we forget that
we are getting it from our students all the time.
I am sure that there are other influential elements.
Staff has already begun their work, focused with
the same passion that they have for their students.
They want their efforts to be complete and of high
quality. Ultimately, the goal is to positively impact
student achievement. As written earlier, I encourage you
to ask each staff member about his/her progress.
—Larry Thomas, Superintendent
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Some things to know about the flu
During the spring of 2009 a new flu virus started making people sick in the United States and throughout
the world. At first this illness was called “swine flu,” but now you may hear it called novel (new) H1N1
influenza. To date, most people effected with the novel H1N1 flu virus have experienced mild to
moderate illness, similar to seasonal flu. However, the flu can be serious, and many more people may
get the flu this school year.

What can you do?
What
do?
• Get the seasonal flu vaccine now. It won’t protect you from novel H1N1 flu, but seasonal flu is also
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ourschool
school
We expect that some people in our school will get the flu. Treatment for the novel H1N1 flu is the same as
for seasonal flu. Rest, fluids and medicine to reduce body aches and fever, are all that most of us need to
recover.For
Forpeople
peoplewith
with
certain
underlying
medical
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those
withand
asthma
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recover.
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medical
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diseases, flu can be more serious, and these individuals should contact their health care provider.

About school
schoolclosures
closures
The H1N1 flu outbreak that first occurred in the spring of 2009 taught us that closing schools does not
reduce the spread of the novel H1N1 flu. This flu moves too fast. That’s why federal, state and local officials
no longer recommend school closures due to the flu except in special circumstances. For example, some
schoolsmight
mightclose
closebecause
because
high
student,
faculty
or staff
absenteeism.
Yourshould
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should
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More information about the flu is available at www.nyhealth.gov and
and www.flu.gov.
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Interscholastic/Extracurricular Program Guidelines

It should be understood that these guidelines
governing our interscholastic/extracurricular programs extend beyond the boundaries of our school.
Membership in an organization or on a team carries
with it the responsibility of representing our entire
school community in a positive manner at all times.
1.		A ny s t ude nt w i s h i ng t o pa r t ic ipat e i n
Interscholastic/Extracurricular Programs must
have a 70% or higher overall average in all courses
or attend the academic study hall to fulfill the
eligibility policy.
2.		All participants in any activity or practice session are expected to attend meetings or practice
sessions. An unexcused absence may result in
suspension from the activity.
3.		Any student who quits an activity without a good
reason will not be permitted to return to it or join
another team during that sports season.
4.		As per revised New York State regulations,
students going to any activity in a school
vehicle —whet her a field trip, away game,
parade—must return via the school vehicle.
The only exceptions are those students who:
1st:		 Bring a parental permission slip prior to
each activity. Permission slips must be presented upon the student’s arrival to school
to advisor, nurse or to the Main Office.
2nd: Have the permission slip authorized by an
administrator.
3rd: After the administrator has authorized
the permission slip, it will be given to the
coach/advisor.
5.		Only a parent and/or guardian wishing to transport his/her own child from an activity may sign
a release form with the appropriate OV personnel.
Please note that a sibling is not a guardian.
6. Students who continually present disciplinary
problems in the school will forfeit the privilege
to participate in the extracurricular program.
7.		A student must be in school by the start of the
first period (8:00 a.m.) of the day of a scheduled
activity in order to be permitted to participate as a
spectator or participant. If a student is absent from
school due to illness for any part of the school
day, coach/advisor reserves the right to determine
the extent to which that student may participate.
The excuse must be presented at the time the
student arrives to school. Generally speaking, if

a student is too ill to attend school all day that
student will be considered too ill to participate
in athletics or other activities. If a student leaves
unexcused during the school day, he/she will not
be permitted to participate in activities that day.
8. Students who display undesirable conduct, or a
lack of cooperation or disrespect toward their advisors, chaperones, bus drivers, or anyone placed in
a position of authority may be suspended from
further participation in that activity. All students
must understand that they are representing our
entire school community when participating in
interscholastic athletics or extracurricular activities. Therefore, everyone is expected to maintain
a neat, respectful appearance as well as conduct
themselves in a socially acceptable manner.
9. Students are expected to arrive on time for all
activities and practice sessions. Your late arrival
serves only to hold up everyone else. Lateness
may result in suspension from the activity.
10. The use of alcohol, drugs, and/or tobacco is
prohibited on school grounds. The use of alcohol,
drugs, and/or tobacco is prohibited while training
as an interscholastic athlete.
		Any student found possessing, using or selling
drugs, including alcohol, will be suspended
from all activities and subject to the disciplinary
procedures of the Otselic Valley Central School
Code of Conduct. Any student found or reported
to be using alcohol, drugs, tobacco and/or tobacco
products will be suspended from participating in
any school related or sponsored event or activity
according to the following offense(s):
1st:		 Suspension from two games and mandatory counseling
2nd: Suspension for the remainder of the season
and mandatory counseling
11. Uniforms are issued as an integral part of many
school activities. It is the primary responsibility
of the student to maintain the proper use and care
of the uniform at all times. Parents will be billed
for lost or damaged uniforms. Any senior who
wants to borrow a uniform may do so by leaving
a $10 deposit, per uniform, in the Main Office.
The deposit will be refunded when the uniform
is returned.
continued on next page
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Guidelines,
continued from previous page
12. To maintain academic achievement, coac hes/adv isors w i l l
support the Policy on Academics.
13. If there is a question regarding
the placement of an athlete on
a particular squad (modified,
JV, varsity), the varsity coach of
that sport will be responsible
for determining the appropriate
level of competition. This decision
must be made with consideration for the best interest of the
sport program as well as the best
interest of the athlete in mind.
Input from the other coaches,
the Athletic Director, and the
parents of the athlete in question
are encouraged in making this
decision. It should also be noted
that, according to NYSPHSAA
rules, “a player in grades 7, 8, or
9 who practices or competes with
or against a JV or varsity level
opponent in a school-sponsored
sport, shall not return to the
modified level in that particular
sport during that sport season.”
Any student who violates the
rules against the foregoing during
the actual participation during a
public event, i.e.; while representing the school at a performance or
scheduled activity will be suspended
immediately for the remainder of the
season. (Activity = game or event, not
practice.)
If you have any questions or concerns with these guidelines please
contact Scott Poreda in the High
School office, 315-653-7218.
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Student Incentive News

During the 2009-2010 school year, the Otselic Valley Junior-Senior
High School selects students on a monthly basis to receive the Otselic
Valley Citizen of the Month Award. This award honored students who
met the following criteria:
• Positive interaction with teachers,
• Positive interaction with peers,
• Satisfactory academic performance, and
• Adherence to rules
September’s Students of the Month
Grade 7
Jessica Ossont

Grade 8
Nicholas DeRochie

Grade 9
Rachael Harris

Grade 10
Jessica Loomis

Grade 11
Karl Graham

Grade 12
Naomi Reichard

High School Library News

The library has been a busy place: new books are here, more are
arriving, and many students have stopped in to select titles for pleasure and for class reading. Seventh graders have taken part in library
orientations to familiarize themselves with the High School Library
and to review library skills. Library helpers are already busy, and
many students have stopped in to chill or curl up with a book on our
new comfy chairs.
Meanwhile, the High School Book Club is gearing up for another
great year. We’re looking forward to our Halloween cookie-gram fund
raiser, our journey to the Elementary School to read to students,
our annual trip to Barnes and Noble, and other fun events. Most
of all, we’re looking forward to reading! This year’s officers are:
Jake DeRochie, President; Chris Neal, Vice-President; Doug Day,
Treasurer; and Taylor Monroe, Secretary.
Fund raisers include Box Tops for Education™ and Price Chopper
Tools for Schools program. You may still sign up for Tools for Schools
at www.pricechopper.com. Please use school code 16637. We are also collecting ink jet cartridges for recycling. These items may be submitted
to the high school library.
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. LeBlanc.
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Boys’ JV and Varsity Basketball
NOVEMBER
Tuesday
Friday
Saturday

24..... G-MU....................... Home....5:30
27..... DeRuyter Tourny.... Away.... TBA
28..... DeRuyter Tourny.... Away.... TBA

DECEMBER
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday

1..... Madison................... Home... 5:30
4..... McGraw................... Away.....5:30
8..... Stockbridge.............. Home....5:30
15..... Cincinnatus............. Away.... 5:30
18..... Tyburn Academy..... Away.... 5:30
22..... George Jr. Republic. Away.... 4:30

JANUARY
Friday
8..... Brookfield (JV)........ Home... 5:30
Saturday
9..... Brookfield (V)
		 SUNY Morrisville................. 1:00
Wednesday 13..... Madison................... Away.....5:30
Friday
15..... McGraw................... Home... 5:30
Wednesday 20..... Stockbridge.............. Away.... 5:30
Friday
22..... DeRuyter.................. Home....5:30
Tuesday
26..... George Jr. Republic. Home... 4:30
Friday
29..... Cincinnatus............. Home... 5:30
FEBRUARY
Tuesday
Friday

2..... Tyburn Academy..... Home....5:30
5..... Brookfield................ Away.....5:30

Girls’ JV and Varsity Basketball

NOVEMBER
Monday
DECEMBER
Monday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday
JANUARY
Wednesday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday
FEBRUARY
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Tuesday

30..... Cincinnatus (V)....... Home... 6:00
7..... G-MU....................... Away.... 5:30
9..... Hamilton................. Away.....6:00
15..... DeRuyter.................. Home... 6:00
19..... Poland...................... Away.... 1:00
22..... Madison................... Home... 6:00
6.... Richfield Springs..... Away.... 6:00
8.... NY Mills................... Away.....6:00
12.... Cincinnatus (V)....... Away.....6:00
14.... Hamilton.................. Home....6:00
20.... Stockbridge.............. Home....6:00
22.... DeRuyter................... Home....6:00
30..... Madison................... Away.... 1:00
1.... Stockbridge............... Away.... 6:00
3.... Poland....................... Home... 6:00
5.... Richfield Springs..... Home....6:00
9.... NY Mills................... Home....6:00
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Boys’ Modified Basketball

NOVEMBER
Thursday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
DECEMBER
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Friday

12..... Madison................... Home....4:30
16..... McGraw................... Away.....4:30
18..... Stockbridge.............. Home....4:30
20..... DeRuyter.................. Away.....4:30
23..... Cincinnatus............. Home....4:30
2..... Brookfield................ Away.... 4:30
4..... Madison................... Away.... 4:30
7..... McGraw................... Home....4:30
9..... Stockbridge.............. Away.... 4:30
11..... DeRuyter.................. Home... 4:30
14..... Cincinnatus............. Away.... 4:30
18..... Brookfield................ Home....4:30

FFA Co-Hosts Ag Plastic
Recycling Seminar

On September 24, Otselic Valley FFA cohosted a public Recycling Ag Plastics Project
seminar with the Cuyler Grange #449 in Cuyler.
Cornell University’s RAPP Program Leader Lois
Levitan, PhD, was the guest speaker. She presented information about the project and what
you can do to recycle the plastics you use on
the farm and other properties. She presented
many recycled plastic products such as roofing, nailer boards, parking lot bumpers, side
walk pavers, manufactured wood for decking,
and reclaimed oil using the thermal reclamation process. She also addressed how the new
DEC law that bans open burnings will effect
waste plastic disposal. For more information go
to http://environmentalrisk.cornell.edu/AgPlastics
or call 255-4765.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jake DeRochie, FFA Reporter

FFA Recycling Ag Plastics Seminar.
Back Row: Nate Stark, Karl Graham,
Josh Fox, Josh Cross; Front Row: Shawn
Laflair, Alan Lewis, Lois Leviton
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Board Members
David Cruikshank, President
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“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Lawrence A. Thomas, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Emergency School
Closing Information

Should school be closed due to weather
or other emergencies, we work to notify
the following radio and television stations.
Some of these stations have their own
website, and the information is published
there also.
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSINGS STATIONS

WSYR-AM 570
WYYY-FM 94.5
WBBS-FM B104.7
WWHT-FM 107.9
WHEN-AM 620
WCHN-AM 97
WKXZ-FM 94
WBKT-FM 95.3
WZOZ-FM
WDOS-AM 730
WSRK-FM 103.9

WNTQ-FM 93Q
WNSS-AM
WNBF-AM 1290
WHWK-FM 98.1
WWYL-FM 104.1
WAAL-FM 99.1
WSTM-TV 3
WTVH-TV 5
WIXT-TV 9
WBNG-TV 12
NEWS 10 NOW

Also, we work to place the information
on our website, www.ovcs.org and we are
now using a computerized, auto notification
system that makes telephone announcements.
Finally, please note that given the diversity of our terrain and the weather patterns,
there may be some roads upon which our
buses cannot pick up children. In such
cases, we will make efforts to contact you
in advance.

Auto-Notification System

The District utilizes an automated telephone all-call
system called Global Connect. This system is used
for emergency notifications, school closings and/or
delays and reminders for upcoming events held at the
schools. This telephone system is set up for parents of
K-12 students. If your telephone number has recently
changed please contact your child’s school and give
them the correct number to be used. We will be testing
this system in the near future.

Calendar of Events
November
3 Rumor Mill, Elem. Cafeteria
		 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
4 All-County Audition Festival, Oxford
6-7 Fall Play, MPR
FFA COLT, Cornell University
7 SAT Exam
8 NYC Broadway Trip
9 JV and Varsity Basketball Practice Begins
11 No School — Veterans’ Day
18 Board of Ed. Mtg., HS, 7:30 p.m.
Supe’s On, HS Cafeteria
19 No School — Parent Conference Day
Elem. Report Cards, handed out at Conference
20 7-12 Report Cards Mailed
		 Shared Decision Making Mtg., HS
25-27 No School — Thanksgiving Vacation

DCMO BOCES Printing Service • Norwich, NY
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Class of 2014 Wreath Sale

The class of 2014 is selling wreaths from Pires Flower Basket, Inc. The wreaths for sale are REAL
pine wreaths. They are made from Balsam pine and attached to a metal ring. The wreaths range in
size from 20-24” in diameter. Each wreath is decorated with a velvet bow and three spruce pine cones.
We are charging $23 per wreath, and this price includes NYS tax. Please make checks payable to the
Class of 2014. All wreaths must be paid for when ordered. Delivery will take place shortly after Thanksgiving.
All orders and money must be submitted to Mrs. Graham by Friday, November 20.
Customer’s Name:_______________________________________ Phone Number:___________________________
Address:_ _______________________________________________________________________
_ _______________________________________________________________________________
Student ordered from:_____________________________________________________________
Please check for ribbon color: ________ Red Velvet Ribbon

________ Burgundy Velvet Ribbon

FFA and Junior FFA Citrus Fruit Sale

Orders are due no later than November 9 to Mrs. Robinson. Orders are expected to arrive the week of
December 1.
Fruit Type

# of 4/5 Bushel
(full box)

$ for 4/5 Bushel

# of 2/5 Bushel
(half box)

$ for 2/5 Bushel Total Cost

Hamlins
(Juice Oranges)

$

20

$

10

Tangelos

$

22

$

11

Pink Grapefruit

$

22

$

11

Navel Oranges

$

23

$

1150

We are also offering Gift Boxes, pre-packed and ready for shipping. They come only in the size indicated.
Gift Box Type

$ for 2/5 Bushel Carton

Holiday Gift Pack
8 Navel Oranges,
6 Red Grapefruit and
8 Red Delicious Apples

$

20

Citrus Trio
A mix of Navel Oranges,
Red Grapefruit and
Tangelos

$

20

# of Boxes

Total Cost

Member’s Name: ___________________________________________________
Customer’s Name:________________________________________ Phone Number:___________________________

Reserve Your Elementary
Yearbook Now!

Reserve Your High School
Yearbook Now!

K-6 Yearbooks may be reserved from now until
February 1, 2010. The price of the book is $21 (this
includes 8% sales tax). Please pay in full when making
your reservation. Books ordered after March 1 will
cost $25. If you do not pre-order we cannot guarantee
you a book.
The balance must be paid in full by May 1, 2010 or
your reservation will be canceled. All reservations will
be conducted through the High School. To order books
please complete the form below, detach, and mail to:
Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School
P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155

7-12 Yearbooks may be reserved from now until
February 1, 2010. The price of the book is $54 (this
includes 8% sales tax). A non-refundable deposit of
$20 is due for each book reserved. Books ordered
after March 1 will cost $60. If you do not pre-order
we cannot guarantee you a book.
The balance must be paid in full by May 1, 2010 or
your reservation will be canceled. All reservations will
be conducted through the High School. To order books
please complete the form below, detach, and mail to:
Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School
P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155

The number of books available is limited so reserve
your book TODAY!

The number of books available is limited so reserve
your book TODAY!

Elementary Yearbook
Sale Order Form

High School Yearbook
Sale Order Form

Please Print Clearly

Please Print Clearly

Name of person receiving/picking up book:

Name of person receiving/picking up book:

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Deliver to:

Deliver to:

 Elementary    High School

 Elementary    High School

Teacher (elem. only):_________________________

Teacher (elem. only):_________________________

Amount enclosed $__________________________

SENIORS ONLY: Name Stamp $6 (due with
deposit) Sorry, no nicknames.

(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook.
Do not send cash through the mail.)
Address for receipt:_ ________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

ay!
Order Tod

Name:_____________________________________
Amount enclosed $__________________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook.
Do not send cash through the mail.)
Address for receipt:_ ________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

