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Echoes from
the Valley
MISSION STATEMENT: The Otselic Valley Central School community will
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve
their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.

Superintendent’s Message

The onset of Fall means that the school year is in
full swing. The halls of Otselic Valley Central School
are alive with the sounds of learning. Our faculty and
staff are constantly trying to find ways to help all
our Vikings succeed. As we already begin the budget
process for the 2012-2013 school year, it will become
much more difficult to continue to offer a broad-based
education without significant changes from Albany.
The economic downturn has been felt by all
members of our society on the national, state and
local level. This has directly affected state funding
to municipalities and schools. While every school
district has had to do more with less, decreases in
State aid have fallen disproportionately to the schools
with the greatest need. Some think of this as a funding
battle between Upstate and Downstate. This would be
incorrect because there are high need school districts
in every part of New York State. There is just a higher
percentage in Upstate New York. The inequitable
differences in State aid come from a flawed school
aid formula. The formula, created and often adjusted
by the Assembly and Senate, funnels aid to all school
districts in our state. Aid is even sent to school districts
in the wealthiest communities. While this seems fair,
larger decreases in State aid have been inflicted on
school districts that are least able to absorb it such as
those in Chenango and Madison Counties. When the
decreases in State aid are coupled with an ever
increasing number of unfunded State mandates, it
makes it impossible to maintain programs. If the trend
of inequitable State aid continues, the highest need
schools will only be able to fund minimum programs
while wealthy districts continue to offer a plethora of
electives and extracurricular activities.
The only way to alter this cataclysmic problem is to
advocate for change with our legislators and the New
York State Board of Regents. As we continue through
the budget process, we will keep you informed with

examples showing the inequities of the school aid
formula and ways to advocate for change.
Communication with members of the community
will be even more important this year. In the next
couple of weeks, we will be launching a redesign of
our school website to improve the flow of information.
Included on the website will be a controlled blog
where we will be able to keep you informed about
happenings at OVCS but also answer your questions.
Please feel free to contact me at either 315-653-4042
or at rhughes@ovcs.org. We look forward to hearing
from you.
—Richard Hughes, Superintendent

Calendar of Events

October
12 Shared Decision Making Meeting
19 Board of Education Meeting, HS, 7:30 p.m.
20 Building Project Public Presentation, MPR
7:30 p.m.
24 Boys’ Modified Basketball Practice Begins
26 Financial Aid Night, HS, 6:00 p.m.
28 Emergency Evacuation Drill
		 K-4 Dismissal, 2:15 p.m.
		 5-12 Dismissal, 2:50 p.m.
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OTSELIC VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL

STEM Corner
Hello OV!
Welcome to The Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) Corner with Mr. Witmer.
This column will feature news and details about the
STEM activities being offered by Mr. Witmer this
school year. Also, you will hear about what is happening in the Chemistry, College-Prep Mathematics,
and Physics classes.
Over the summer, a hydroponics garden was delivered to my room. Operation of the garden, which uses
nutrient-rich water and bubbling air to grow plants,
will begin in mid-September. The garden will serve
as a STEM teaching tool in my classes. Lettuces and
tomatoes will be the first crops grown.
During the month of September, the Chemistry
class will be tackling the mathematics of chemistry
measurement. We will also look at atomic structure
and nuclear chemistry. College-Prep Math will be
studying topics previously covered in Algebra II
Trigonometry for mastery of the material. Physics
will be studying the classification and composition
of matter, as well as topics in nuclear physics.
Look for this column next month to see what we’ve
been up to!
—Mr. Witmer

Reserve Your K-12
Yearbook Today!

K-12 Color Yearbooks may be reserved from now
until January 31, 2012 for $54 (this includes 8% sales
tax). A non-refundable deposit of $20 is due for each
book reserved. Books ordered after January 31 will
cost $60. If you do not preorder we cannot guarantee
you a book.
The balance must be paid in full by May 1, 2012 or
your reservation will be canceled. All reservations
will be conducted through the high school or online.
To order books please complete the form below,
detach, and mail to:
Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
Otselic Valley Central School
P.O. Box 161
South Otselic, New York 13155
The number of books available is limited so reserve
your book today!
NEW !
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K-12 Yearbook Order Form
Please Print Clearly
Name of person receiving/picking up book
_________________________________________________
Deliver to: ______ Elementary_____High School

Otselic Valley Central School
Approved Prices for 2011-2012
High School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Elementary School
Student Breakfast Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25
Student Lunch Category
Free
Reduced
$0.00
$0.25

Paid
$1.25

Adult
$2.00

Paid
$1.85

Adult
$3.50

Teacher (elem. only)
_________________________________________
Seniors Only: Name Plate $8 (due with deposit)
Name:___________________________________
Sorry, no nicknames.
Number of books ordered:__________________
Amount enclosed $________________________
(Please make checks payable to OVCS Yearbook.
Do not send cash through the mail.)
Address for Receipt

Paid
$1.15

Adult
$2.00

_________________________________________

Paid
$1.75

Adult
$3.50

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

ECHOES FROM THE VALLEY

Otselic Valley FFA Finishes
the Summer in First Place!

Members of the FFA and Junior FFA attended
the State Fair and made their presence known.
Mark Andrews, Coleman Ellis, Tom Foster, Karl
Graham, Susan Graham, Crystal Hayner, Shawn
LaFlair, Alan Lewis, Austin Reynolds and
Peter Robinson participated in the agricultural
mechanics contests, dairy showmanship contests, environmental/natural resources contests
and/or goat showmanship. Some of these contests
had over 100 people registered for competition!
The top ten teams and the top twelve individuals
in each competition were recognized.
In the FFA competitions, the team of Mark
and Peter placed sixth in the small gas engines
contest. Peter was eleventh place individual.
Coleman’s team placed fourth in diesel troubleshooting, Mark and Peter’s team was fifth.
In the junior FFA competitions, the team of
Tom and Austin placed first in diesel troubleshooting and second in the small gas engines.
Tom was first place individual and Austin second
place individual in the diesel contest, Tom was
third place individual and Austin fourth in the
small gas engines contest. Crystal Hayner took
top individual awards in the tree identification
and environmental contest. She was the first
place team and third place team in those contests,
too. Crystal was the sixth place individual in the
wildlife contest.
Susan and Peter competed in the Dairy
Showmanship contest against thirty other contestants, but did not place in the top 12. Peter’s fall
yearling Brown Swiss was first place at the
Chenango County Fair. Karl, Susan and Alan all
exhibited their goats at the County Fair and State
Fair. Karl’s senior doe won Grand Champion
at the Chenango County and State Fairs and
Karl won Master Showman with dairy goats at
state! Susan’s junior doe won Best of Show at the
County Fair.
Congratulations FFA and Junior FFA member
for your success this summer!
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Ossont
Junior FFA Reporter
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Go To
www2.pricechopper.com/toolsforschools
To Make Sure Your AdvantEdge Card
Is Enrolled For Our School
When you shop at Price Chopper
with your AdvantEdge Card and
register our school for Price
Chopper’s Tool For Schools
program, you make it possible
for us to receive Free Educational
Equipment.

Gas Card Give-Away!
Enroll your AdvantEdge Card for our
school and you will automatically be
entered to win one of four $20 Gas
Cards given away each month from
September through March.

Please Help Us Earn Free Educational Equipment!
School Name: __________________________________________________

School Code

1 n
6 n
6 n
3 n
7
n

Shopper Sign-Up
IMPORTANT! If you enrolled your AdvantEdge Card to support our school prior to August of 2010, you will
need to re-enroll your card this year.
Go to www2.pricechopper.com/toolsforschools to register your AdvantEdge Card for our school.
If you do not have Internet access, please fill out your name and AdvantEdge Card number and return to the
school.
From 7/31/11 - 3/31/12, every time you use your Price Chopper AdvantEdge Card, we get credit towards free
educational equipment. If you don’t have a Price Chopper AdvantEdge Card, please get one at any local Price
Chopper. Tell the clerk at the Customer Service Counter you want to earn credit for our school and you can
start earning credit as soon as the card is processed.
Thank you for your support
Take this form to family, friends, co-workers & neighbors to get as many signed-up as possible. Return to school by ___/___/___

Ten Digit Price Chopper Card Number*

Customer Name

E-mail Address**

nnnnnnnnnn

______________________

______________________________

nnnnnnnnnn

______________________

______________________________

nnnnnnnnnn

______________________

______________________________

nnnnnnnnnn

______________________

______________________________

* required
** By providing e-mail address you agree to receive e-mails from Price Chopper regarding the Tools for Schools Program.
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Feelin’ Frazzled?
Totally Tense?
Under Pressure?
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Put your body in motion
Physical activity is one of the most important ways to keep stress away by
clearing your head and lifting your spirits. Physical activity also increases
endorphin levels—the natural “feel-good” chemicals in the body which leave
you with a happy feeling. It’s important to get up, get out, and get moving!

Fuel up
Eating breakfast will give you the energy you need to tackle the day. Eating
regular meals and taking time to enjoy them will make you feel better too.
Don’t be fooled by the jolt of energy you get from sodas and sugary snacks—
this only lasts a short time and once it wears off, you may feel sluggish and
more tired than usual.

Laugh

Everyone has those days when they do something really silly or stupid—
instead of getting upset with yourself, laugh out loud! No one’s perfect! Life
should be about having fun, so, lighten up!

Have fun with friends

Being with people you like is always a good way to ditch your stress. Friends
can help you work through your problems and let you see the brighter side
of things.

Spill to someone you trust
Talk to someone you trust or respect about what’s bothering you. Talking out
your problems and seeing them from a different view might help you figure
out ways to deal with them. Just remember, you don’t have to go it alone!

Take time to chill

Stress can sometimes make you feel like a tight rubber band—stretched to
the limit! If this happens, take a few deep breaths to help yourself unwind.

Catch some zzzzz...
When you’re overtired, a problem may seem much bigger than it actually is.
Sleep is a big deal! Getting the right amount of sleep is important. Because
your body (and mind) is changing and developing, it requires more sleep to
re-charge for the next day. So don’t resist, hit the hay!

Keep a journal
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Fall Soccer Schedule
Boys’ Varsity Soccer 2011

October
Wednesday......... 05...... Stockbridge...............H.... 4:30
Wednesday......... 12...... Madison....................H.... 4:30
Friday................. 14...... DeRuyter...................A..... 4:30
Monday.............. 17...... Tyburn Academy......H.... 4:30
Friday................. 21...... Cincinnatus..............A..... 4:30
Boys’ Modified Soccer 2011
October
Tuesday.............. 04...... McGraw....................H..... 4:30
Wednesday......... 05...... Stockbridge...............H..... 4:30
Tuesday.............. 11...... McGraw....................A...... 4:30
Wednesday......... 12...... Madison....................H..... 4:30
Thursday............ 13...... Brookfield.................H..... 4:30
Saturday............. 15...... DeRuyter...................A.... 11:00
Monday.............. 17...... Stockbridge...............A...... 4:30
Friday................. 21...... Cincinnatus..............A...... 4:30
Girl’s Varsity Soccer 2011
October
Tuesday.............. 04...... Cincinnatus..............A...... 4:30
Thursday............ 06...... Madison....................H..... 4:30
Tuesday.............. 11...... McGraw....................H..... 4:30
Friday................. 14...... DeRuyter...................A...... 4:30
Tuesday.............. 18...... Brookfield.................H..... 4:30
Thursday............ 20...... Stockbridge...............A...... 4:30
Girls’ Modified Soccer 2011
October
Tuesday.............. 04...... Cincinnatus..............A...... 4:30
Thursday............ 06...... Madison....................H..... 4:30
Friday................. 07...... McGraw....................A...... 4:30
Tuesday.............. 11...... McGraw....................H..... 4:30
Saturday............. 15...... DeRuyter...................A.... 11:00
Tuesday.............. 18...... Brookfield.................H..... 4:30
Thursday............ 20...... Stockbridge...............A...... 4:30

If you’re having one of those crazy days when nothing goes right, it’s a good
idea to write things down in a journal to get it off your chest—like how you
feel, what’s going on in your life and things you’d like to accomplish.

Get it together
Too much to do but not enough time? Forgot your homework? Feeling overwhelmed or discombobulated? Getting everything done can be a challenge,
but all you have to do is plan a little and get organized.

Lend a hand

Get involved in an activity that helps others. It’s almost impossible to feel
stressed out when you’re helping someone else. Signing up for a public
service project is a good idea, but helping others is as easy as saying hello,
holding a door or volunteering to keep a neighbor’s pet. The feeling you will
get from helping others is greater than you can imagine!
Resource: CDC, 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30333, U.S.A. www.bam.gov
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Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
Gregory Brown, President
Douglas Evans, Vice President
Dale Fox
Terri Hammond
Marcia Marshall
Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk

CURRENT RESIDENT OR
ECRWSS
BOXHOLDER

“The Otselic Valley Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disabilities, marital or veteran status.”
Contact person:
Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.

Kimberly Kalem

New Staff Members

My name is Kimberly Kalem and
I am the new Learning Technology
Coordi nator. I a m responsible
for developing and enabling the
District’s educational technology
vision.
I was born and raised in Greene.
I graduated from SUNY Cobleskill
with my Associate Degree in Early
Childhood Degree, SUNY Cortland with my Bachelor
Degree in Elementary Education. While teaching
in Southern California I obtained my Master in
Education Technology from Azusa Pacific University.
I am eagerly looking forward to working with the
staff of Otselic Valley and leading them forward with
instructional technology.
Wendi Stone
Hello Otselic Valley. My name
is Wendi Stone. I live in Eaton near
Hatch Lake. I have four children and
they all attended Otselic Valley. I
have a daughter who is currently a
10th grader.
I love working with children and
am enjoying my job as a Special
Education Aide for the kindergarten
class. I am so grateful for this opportunity.

Karen Selden
My name is Karen Selden and I am
the new Special Education teacher
for kindergarten through fourth
grades. Prior to coming to Otselic
Valley I taught reading and math
at Oxford Academy and Central
School, and Academic Enrichment
in Cincinnatus.
I live in DeRuyter with my husband and son. My son is just starting his college career
at TC3. My interests outside of school include reading,
walking and visiting with family and friends.
I am excited to be part of the OV School District.
Joe Hartman
Hello, my name is Joe Hartman
and I am the new PC/LAN Tech from
Broome Tioga BOCES. I graduated
from SUNY Delhi in 2005 with an
A.A.S. in computer information systems. I also hold CISCO certificates
for network fundamentals and PC
essentials hardware and software
from Broome Tioga BOCES.
I am very excited to be working at Otselic Valley
Central School and I am looking forward to a great year.
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